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Opportunity Knocks 

 
 Last Tuesday afternoon, I had the opportunity to visit Willis Intermediate School to observe the new Big 

Sisters program. Even though it was only the second day, the program seemed to be well under way. I was greeted 
by Kerri Robe, the coordinator of Big Brothers Big Sisters (BBBS), who showed me around. We went up to the 

library to find it teeming with smiling faces and laughter as 
the “littles” were matched up with their Big Sisters.  
    Based on the success of the Willis Big Brothers program, 
which started in the spring semester of ’05, the school again 
teamed up in collaboration with Ohio Wesleyan and BBBS 
to start Willis Big Sisters.  Ohio Wesleyan women volun-
teers participate in the program from 3:30 to 5:00 pm on 
Tuesdays. The program is designed to give 5th and 6th grade 
girls an opportunity to form a mentoring attachment with an 
older female figure. The Big Sisters act as role-models and 
work to improve the little sisters’confidence and sense of 
self-worth. Many of the littles involved are also in need of 
academic help. Therefore, the first hour is spent working on 
schoolwork, reviewing concepts and completing homework. 
The last half hour to forty-five minutes is intended for rec-
reation and “sister bonding.” The girls play games and talk 
with their sisters to further establish the relationship. Future 
recreational plans include board games, friendship bracelet 

making, cookie baking and decorating as well as other arts and crafts projects.   
The goals of the program include short and long term aims. By working on schoolwork, the hope is that the 

girls make academic progress both weekly and over the course of the year. Each week a progress report is handed 
out as a visual reminder of what has been accomplished and what areas still need work. Additionally, there is the 
hope to keep the pairings for the two years the girls are at Willis. A continuous match increases the hope that the 
impact of the relationship will be meaningful and beneficial to both sisters.  

Alison Kennedy, an OWU freshman has just become a big sister to her little sister, Madison. She is very excited 
to be in the program and has already found it to be a great experience. “Big Brothers Big Sisters was really in-
volved in my community growing up and I always wanted to be a Big Sister. I think it’s a great way to get involved 
and give back to the community,” she says. She is looking forward to working with Madison for the next two years 
and hopes they will both benefit from the relationship.  

So far, it seems the Big Sisters program is off to a great start and looks very promising. If you’d like to get in-
volved as either a Big Sister or a Big Brother, you can contact Kerri Robe at 369-2447 or pick up an application 
from the Community Service Learning office on the 4th floor of Hamilton Williams Campus Center.  

“It’s a great experience and I’m just really glad I get a chance to take part in it,” says Sophomore Hilary 
Holmes.  

Sophomore Caity McGovern, a veteran of Columbus BBBS 
after school mentoring programs, helps her little sister, Tia, 

with her homework before taking a break to play some games.  
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Protesting With Amanda… 

Holiday Bazaar!! 
 
Come support the Ohio Wesleyan Mission Teams...BY SHOPPING! 

 
On Sunday, December 10, Ohio Wesleyan Spring Break and Summer Mission teams will be hosting a Holiday Ba-
zaar in Slocum Hall from 11:30am to 6:30pm. Each team will host a table, where they will be willing and able to 
talk about their mission and service goals, all while helping you shop! Items for sale vary by team, with items rang-
ing from Books, CDs and artwork to jewelry and holiday crafts to baked goods and soups in a jar. There will also 
be a café with soup, sandwiches and hot cocoa where you can take a break from shopping and listen to some live 
music.  

S.I.I.D. CHOSES FIRST PROJECT—INVESTING IN EDUCATION 

   A proper education in the US is easily accessible, but this situation is uncommon in much of the rest of the 
world. In many developing countries, parents must pay a fee to ensure a good primary and secondary education 
for their children and sometimes cannot afford to pay. In Uganda, primary education (1st-7th grade in the US) is 
free; however uniforms, books, and other school supplies are not...marginalizing many children from an educa-
tion because their parents cannot afford these fees. Secondary schools (8th-12th grade) have fees of about $75 each 
student per school year, in addition to school supplies. 
   Because a solid education is a key factor to prevent poverty and ensure opportunities that can lead to a success-
ful future, the Student Initiative for International Development has chosen to support four children in Uganda, 
and is currently fundraising to cover these students’ yearly schools fees.  To help with this effort, please contact 
Taapsi Ramshandi at taapsi.r@gmail.com or Gloria Twesigye at ggtwesig@owu.edu. 

Some of the OWU -SOA protesters: 
Amanda Masters is upper right with 

poster and sunglasses. 

   Amanda Masters is a sociology-anthropology major from Cincinnati, who serves on the 
student board for her department.  She is also the moderator of the House of Peace and Jus-
tice, president of the Outdoor Club and takes part in the LEAD language exchange program. 
And, if that’s not enough, Amanda helped organize the Ohio Wesleyan participation in the 
demonstration in Fort Benning, Georgia to shut down WHINSEC (formerly the School of 
Americas).  
   WHINSEC is a combat training facility for Latin American soldiers and police forces, from 
which hundreds of graduates have been cited in horrible violations of human rights in Latin 
America, specifically those targeted at humanitarians and the poor.   Thirty-four students and 
faculty members attended the demonstration as well as a vigil that honored those killed by the 
graduates of WHINSEC. Following the vigil was a Return to Life Celebration.  Amanda said 
this celebration was both energizing and inspiring. “It was the last part of our time down there 
and was a great way to focus on the positive energy and peaceful change we are capable of, 
especially as a unified group.” In addition to these events, the group participated in a Q&A 
session with a board of officials from the school and attended workshops on human rights and 
peace issues.   
   Amanda and the team worked very hard to fundraise the entire project, especially thanking 
the friends and family who gave contributions.  “It was great to be part of a group of dedi-
cated people, and to join in on such a massive gathering of people who really believe there is 
always a peaceful means of solving a problem.  We saw folks from a diverse spectrum of 
lifestyles and backgrounds who believe there is an alternative way of living and viewing the 
world not based on force or power.  I know those of us from OWU who attended were deeply 
impacted, and I hope the awareness of what's going on with both WHINSEC and the broader 
topic of peace, will inform our lives here.” 
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OWU PET PALS  - Pet Pals is a student led organization that works with the Humane Society 
of Delaware County to help better the lives of the stray animals living at the shelter. On a weekly 
basis, students visit the shelter to give much needed attention to the cats and dogs, either by simply 
playing with the animals or assisting the staff of the shelter with any tasks they might need accom-
plished. Once a year, the group participates in a fundraiser with the Humane Society of Delaware 
County, appropriately named “The Fur Ball,” which raises money for the shelter and spreads aware-
ness of the many animals in need of homes. Additionally, the members of Pet Pals gather a couple of 
times a month to discuss other ways to raise money for the shelter. Past fundraisers have included a 
caramel corn sale in the Fall, a donation booth where students can give food points or spare change to help buy 
supplies for the animals, and miscellaneous other activities to promote awareness in the Ohio Wesleyan Com-
munity and in Delaware.  Contact President, Shannon Fredebaugh, (slfredeb@owu.edu), to learn more. 

Turning Point  www.turningpoint6.com 
 

Programs for Victims of Domestic Violence 
 

Volunteers (both organizations and individuals) are needed to place posters and business cards in 
the Delaware City and OWU campus sites.  Please help us reach out to those needing assistance in 
dealing with domestic violence by posting Turning Point information in public areas of downtown 
Delaware.  Contact Joyce Johnston at 1-740-382-8988, or email  
jjohnston@turningpoint6.com 

 Most people have heard of Habitat for Humanity, but many peo-
ple are unaware of how they can help.  Habitat for Humanity is “An in-
ternational mission to end substandard housing globally”, said senior 
Sarah Manor, president of Ohio Wesleyan’s Habitat for Humanity chap-
ter and a resident of the Habitat Small Living Unit.  Though we may only 
think of Habitat as a local organization, it reaches an international com-
munity.  As Sarah explained, “One of the first groups of houses they built 
was in Kenya.” 

 Though the charitable arm of Habitat for Humanity extends outside the borders of our country, there is 
a lot going on within our borders, even within Delaware, Ohio.  The Habitat for Humanity club tries to send a 
group out to build sights every other weekend.  Many students from Ohio Wesleyan have attended these build 
days.  Junior Lee Ann Alwine, fund-raising chair for Ohio Wesleyan’s Habitat for Humanity chapter and a 
resident of the Habitat SLU, said her favorite part was “getting to know the people, the family that’s going to 
be living there because it’s the most meaningful part”.   
 Ohio Wesleyan’s Habitat for Humanity chapter is undertaking a very important project. The members 
of the group are trying to raise enough money to have a house built almost completely by students.  To buy the 
materials to build the house and the lot to build it on will cost about $87,600.  Senior Sarah Manor said “The 
fund-raising should take at least two years. We’re hoping to break ground in 2008".  “This project is going to 
take a lot of work, enough work that Ohio Wesleyan might have to partner with the Habitat for Humanity 
chapter at Otterbein,” Manor said .  If you would like to get involved with Habitat for Humanity and help to 
build a home, the Habitat for Humanity club meets every other Thursday in the Smith date study at 8:00pm.  

A little something you should know about Habitat for Humanity 
~Jane  Nelson 

 

http://www.turningpoint6.com/�
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HEALTH DEPARTMENT 
INTERNSHIP OPPORTUNITY 
 

   The Delaware General Health District, a 
local public agency dedicated to improving 
the health and environment of our residents 
and communities, is looking for a volunteer 
to enter data for two important surveys. The 
volunteer for this project must have had ex-
perience entering data in both Excel and Ac-
cess, be accurate and detail-oriented, and be 
dependable.  Days/Hours are flexible to meet 
your schedule. The project currently antici-
pates at least 120 hours of work. Take advan-
tage of this opportunity to improve your 
skills, learn about the healthcare field, and 
build your resume.  To learn more, contact 
Lucille Vitka at the Delaware Health Dis-
trict, 203-2009, lvitka@delawarehealth.org . 

Help is Needed for PIN Annual Holiday Clearing House  
 
People In Need, Inc.—Holiday Clearing House 2006—P.O. Box 962, Delaware, OH 43015 

(Monetary Donations Accepted) 

Delaware County Fairgrounds Coliseum—236 Pennsylvania Avenue—363-6528 
 

SENIOR/DISABLED BASKETS PACKING DAY—Wednesday, Dec. 6th—9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
FAMILY FOOD BASKETS PACKING DAY—Saturday, Dec. 9th—9 a.m. to noon 

DECORATE COLISEUM & TOYLAND SETUP—Saturday, Dec. 9th—1 p.m. to 3 p.m. 
DISTRIBUTION DAY FOR FAMILIES—Sunday, Dec. 10th—8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 

 

If you are part of a large group/organization and desire to be part of a positive sharing  
experience, please call Kevin at 363-6284 to schedule your volunteer/service time. 

Individuals need not call in advance to volunteer 
 

People In Need is a United Way of Delaware County Agency 

Tutor/Mentors Are Needed for  “(WS) 2” Program 
 

   (WS) 2 is a collaboration between William Street United Methodist Church and 
Willis Intermediate School.  The program is facilitated by The Literacy Coalition 
of Delaware County.  Volunteer Tutor/Mentors are needed Mondays and/or 
Thursdays from 3:30 to 5:00 pm to work with 5th and 6th graders in the very 
special after school program which is held at the church.  Responsibilities in-
clude supervising students through snacks, games, homework and clean 
up...as well as developing lasting friendships.   
   Interested parties should contact Theresa Milner at (740) 369-7401, or via e-
mail: milnergt@midohio.net .   

 
Before going on to graduate school or beginning 
a career, become the positive social change that you 
wish to see in this world , start by getting involved with 

City Year. 
  
City Year’s mission is to build democracy 

through citizen service, civic leadership, and social entrepre-
neurship. 
 

City Year is an international non-profit civic leadership and 
community service network -- a proud member of AmeriCorps.  We 
seek individuals from all majors interested in serving in a paid volun-
teer role providing literacy tutoring and mentorship to Columbus Pub-
lic School students. Individuals who take part in City Year Columbus 
projects are distinguished by their commitment to empowering youth 
and their desire to demonstrate that a small group can initiate power-
ful, lasting change. Visit us on the web at: www.cityyear.org.  

 
Contact the recruitment team to learn more about our 

program and application process for our 2007—2008 service term at  
(614) 586-1439 or columbusrecruitment@cityyear.org  

http://www.cityyear.org/�
mailto:columbusrecruitment@cityyear.org�
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21st Century After School Tutoring Program 
 

♦ Tutors are needed to work with Woodward Elementary children in an after school 
setting any day M-F from 3:45 to 5:15 pm. Woodward is located within 3 blocks of campus 
at 200 S. Washington Street. 
♦ Applications are available through the Community Service Learning Office, (HWCC-
407), or by contacting Kathy McWatters at (740) 548-7880, ext. 3464, or via e-mail: 
kathy_mcwatthers@duesc.org 

♦ You Can Make A Difference In A Child’s Life ! 

Grady Memorial Hospital Has Volunteer & Internship Opportunities:   
 

   Due to the upcoming major expansion of the Grady Gift Shop they have several openings. Be the first to call and pick 
your day and time. Volunteers in the Gift Shop greet customers, assist in gift selection and process purchases.  There are 
also opportunities to develop an internship in Merchandising and Marketing with this expanding operation. 

   They are also currently looking for multiple Office Mates to support several departments. Duties may include filing, 
data entry, answering phones and preparing mailing projects. Days and times are very flexible. 

      Other compelling opportunities can be arranged, especially for Pre-Med Majors, on an individualized basis.  Con-
tact Shari Furay in the Volunteer Services Office at 368-5155 for more information.  As members of the Grady Profes-
sional Family, volunteers receive orientation, training and special benefits.   

 

Andrews House Needs Your Help! 
 

- To bake cookies for the annual Christmas Bazaar, contact Barb McKendry at  740-
881- 4261. 
- To be a volunteer computer instructor, contact Jill at 369-4520.  
- To help with intake assessments for the free legal clinic on the 3rd Tuesday of 
every month, contact Brigid Arace at 369-4520.  
- Andrews House is conveniently located at 30 West Winter Street on the corner of 
N. Franklin. 

Do you like the Outdoors?   The Smell of Fall in the Air?   Need Exercise?  
 

The Council for Older Adults of Delaware County needs volunteers to rake leaves. This is 
great for groups, families and individuals. They will supply the bags and the clients have 
the rakes. Older Adults can also use help with lawn care, window washing, cleaning 
gutters, errands, painting, meal delivery services, and various odd jobs of all kinds. 
Contact Amy Brown at 740-363-6677 or at amyb@growingolder.org for a list 
of homes and locations.  
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Make  The Global Village Collection  Your Holiday Shopping Destination! 
 
The Global Village is a unique store located in historic downtown Delaware. Staffed entirely 
by volunteers, this non-profit gift shop supports fair trade.  You can help make FAIR TRADE 
in Delaware a success by shopping here for your special holiday presents.  If you'd like to 
give of your time in the store, please stop by and fill out a volunteer registration form at 37 
N. Sandusky St., just two short blocks away from campus. Check it out!  

If you are a compassionate, enthusiastic, motivated, and reliable individual interested in working with the 
Delaware County Office of Victim Services, contact Tabitha Bonifas at (740) 833-2709 or  

tbonifas@co.delaware.oh.us. 
 

Excellent Learning Experience & 
ClassClass  CreditCredit  AvailableAvailable  

 

Politics and Government, Psychology, and Sociology majors are strongly encouraged to apply! 
 

      Interns & Volunteers will provide assistance and support to crime victims and survivors  
      throughout the criminal justice process and this traumatic time in their lives by: 
 

♦ Providing information about the criminal justice system 
♦ Assisting the survivor with Victim Impact Statements & Victims of Crime Compensation Forms 
♦ Notifying clients of hearing dates and the status of the cases in which they are involved 
♦ Accompanying clients to court proceedings and providing support throughout the criminal justice process 
♦ Referring to appropriate community resources 
♦ Serving as a liaison between the survivors of crime, the Delaware County Prosecutor’s Office, and law 

enforcement 

♦ The Common Ground Free Store is a new non-profit or-
ganization in Delaware and needs volunteers to work in the store. The 
store is located at 193 E. Central Ave. and works, through donations, 
to provide clothing, linens, small appliances and other household 
items to individuals and families free of charge, no questions asked. If 
you can help, call 740-369-FREE.   

♦ Due to lack of storage, the free store is unable to accept large items such as furniture and major appliances.  How-
ever, these items are in great demand by some of our customers.  We often receive calls offering these items but 
sometimes have no way to get them into the hands of those who need them.  We are looking for 8-10 volunteers who 
are willing to be on-call to occasionally pick up and deliver these types of items.  If you have access to a truck and 
are willing to assist with this ministry on Monday, Thursday or Saturday please call the store.  We appreciate YOU! 

♦ Many of our shoppers have expressed a desire for Christmas trees.  If you or anyone you know has an artificial tree 
in good condition that you would be willing to donate, please call 369-FREE and we will connect you with one of 
the families! 

mailto:tbonifas@co.delaware.oh.us�
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Help Start Best Buddies! 
    
  Best Buddies is an international organization aimed at enhancing the lives of 
people with intellectual disabilities by providing opportunities for one-to-one 
friendships with their non-disabled peers.  Through these friendships, Best 
Buddies seeks to end social isolation, increase self-esteem, confidence, and inte-
grate positively into the community through employment and rehabilitation.  
  The Alpha Group is currently looking for a student interested in becoming the 
organizational director for a Best Buddies chapter at Ohio Wesleyan. If inter-
ested, contact either Wendy Salyers or Becky Farmer at 740-368-5810, x183.  

TEAM MENTORING PROGRAM 
A Program of Delaware County Juvenile Court 

 
   Do you like to play games, go out to eat, and hang out with kids? Can you spare 2 hours a week to be a mentor? 
If so, please contact Patty Cram at 833-2678 for more information about being a TEAM Mentor.  Being a TEAM 
Mentor is a service learning program offered by the Delaware County Juvenile Court that involves getting 
involved with Delaware county youth both involved in the court system and not. Your help can make a valuable 
difference in the life of a child.  

PAID TUTOR(s) NEEDED—Monday through Friday, 1:00-2:00 pm—$20/hour. 
Contact Patty Cram to learn more. 

SAVE THE DATE! 
Habitat For Humanity Annual Soups For Shelter—February 22, 2007 

Hand Made Ceramic Bowls Needed—Contact Jackie Kuhns to learn more (363-9950) 
jackie.kuhns@rrohio.com 

The Salvation Army Needs Bell Ringers! 
 

The 2006 Christmas Kettle Campaign has started and bell ringers are needed 
throughout the county.  Individuals and groups are welcome to work two or four 
hour shifts to raise donations on behalf of the many Delaware County families 
who need help, both at this special time, and throughout the year.  To volunteer, 
contact Capt. Keith Campbell or Pam Watts at 369-5301, any day between 9am 
and 4pm  

 



DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

December 14th 
Last Day of Classes 

                      
December 16 - 21  

Final Exams 
                      

December 21st 
 Term Ends at 5 p.m. 

                      
December 22 - January 14 

OWU Winter Break 
 

January 15, 2007 
Martin Luther King Day 

OWU Classes Resume 
 

February 22nd 
Habitat Soups for Shelter 

 
March 10-18 

OWU Spring Break 
Some Bishop Buddies take a moment to “mug” for the camera at the 

Conger Elementary School “Secret Santa” event on Saturday,  
December 2nd.  Happy Holidays Everyone! 

WILLIS BIG 
BROTHER, Andrew 
Au, and his Little 
Brother, Brad, hard at 
work during the home-
work portion of the after 
school program.  
 
Au says, “I love being a 
Big Brother because I’m 
able to make a difference 
in my Little Brother’s 
life in both academics 
and athletics.”  Andrew 
has been teaching Brad 
the finer points of Ulti-
mate Frisbee. 
 
In the background, John 
Betts works with his 
Little Brother, Nick. 
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