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Opportunity Knocks 
In the Midst of Border Crises, Inspiration Can be Found... 

It’s only been a few weeks since my trip to the US-Mexico Border and I’m still processing my experience. 
Before the trip, a large portion of our time was devoted to fundraising the $10,000 needed for our team to go. We 
worked tirelessly raking leaves, wrapping presents during the holiday season, and holding a campus luncheon. But 
it wasn’t until we reached our fundraising goal that I began to really explore the dimensions of our trip. Other than 
the media-publicized issue of immigration, I had little idea of just how much else we would come to explore. 

 The night before we left, I had serious doubts of whether 
or not I still wanted to go.  The previous weeks had been exhaust-
ing, and I craved the relaxation of home. Ultimately, I knew this 
was an opportunity I’d regret not taking. The experience was not at 
all relaxing, and rather emotionally draining, but a life changing 
journey I’m so grateful to have experienced. 
 During our trip we were shuffled daily back and forth be-
tween Las Cruces, NM, El Paso, TX, and Juarez, Mexico where 
we were able to explore numerous issues and organizations sur-
rounding the border that are not particularly publicized outside of 
the region. We learned about the complicated issues of the plight 
of agricultural workers, the over 400 murders of women since 
1993 in Juarez, and the grassroots organizations providing envi-
ronmentally and economically efficient housing for low income 
families in El Paso. They are also implementing ecological toilet 
systems in poorer areas of Mexico to help tackle water supply 
shortage problems.  We were also provided the rewarding experi-
ence of spending the night with families in one of the poorer areas, 

which gave us a further sense of connection to everything we were rapidly taking in. 
Everything I learned on the border was complex and lacking the easy solutions we often seek. This was 

something I particularly came to terms with.  I realized that issues so far away from my life in Ohio are just as rele-
vant to me and those all around the States and the border. I realized that problems in one area can have a wide-
spread impact  beyond territorial boundaries, despite the tendency to relegate a problem to a specific area. 

On a personal note, this trip came to be one of the most inspirational things I’ve ever done.  I was continu-
ally inspired throughout my time by the many remarkable people we met who devote their time and efforts into 
helping their community the best they can.  I was especially touched by those who, with very limited resources or 
only minimal Spanish skills, were still able to provide so much and have such a great influence on the lives of their 
community members.  Commenting on her own sometimes broken Spanish, the dedicated director of an AIDS hos-
pice related that in her years of experience she has found compassion and understanding can transcend both lan-
guage and cultural barriers.  Already being so far from everything familiar, compounded by the added anxiety of 
having no Spanish background, I found these words to be what carried me through the remainder of the trip and 
advice that I will continue to carry with me long after.   

          ~ Chioke Barkari ’08  

Junior Chioke Barkari (right) and sophomore Molly Mehl 
(left) with children from an orphanage in Mexico.  
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     Amanda Zechiel discovers Love and Hope in El Salvador 
 

     Love and Hope: these two words that serve as the name of the orphanage in El Salvador are perhaps the best way to summarize 
the experiences my mission team and I were blessed enough to share. This description may not have been what we predicted during 
the months leading up to our trip, as we worked hard to prepare our team financially, emotionally, and spiritually to reach out to un-
derprivileged and needy orphans. In conversations leading up to the trip, members of the team shared anxiety over the potential for a 
disheartened and emotionally frustrated response to the people and places we would witness. What I never could have anticipated, 
however, was the renewal, joy, and indeed, love and hope, with which our missions in El Salvador would bless us. 

     The majority of our time was spent at Love and Hope Ministries Children’s Home 
just outside of San Salvador, where we worked hard to fix up the home and get to 
know the adorable children who live there. We worked together to clean and equip 
the home’s new kitchen, and wash and paint the older buildings. When the children 
got home from school in the afternoons, we would play games with them, help them 
with their homework, and above all, become their friends. One of the most fun and 
rewarding parts of our trip was treating all the kids to a dinner at Pizza Hut in San 
Salvador, followed by ice cream for dessert. It was such a joy to see the happiness on 
the faces of these children for whom such tiny outings are a true rarity.  
     Another significant part of our time in El Salvador was accompanying the orphan-
age owners to a Christian outreach in a nearby village that suffers from extreme pov-
erty. On Sunday and Friday afternoons, our team helped facilitate a church service 
and meal for the community. Not only do these poor families accept the food with 
gratitude, they are genuinely uplifted by the message of love and hope that is so sin-
cerely offered to them. 
     Even in the midst of dirt, disease, and utter poverty, the sound that resounded 

loudest was laughter and the words that continue to resound are those of love and thanks. It is these attitudes that extend to the heart 
of our trip: we have seen the very little with which the children of the orphanage live every day, yet we have been ultimately uplifted 
by their love, laughter, and happiness. Furthermore, we found ourselves profoundly touched by the incredible relationships forged 
within our own team—conversations, connections, and friendships that would otherwise never have occurred. Though we were un-
deniably sad to leave the children to whom we had become so attached and to part ways as a team, I am convinced we left El Salva-
dor with a deep appreciation for a love that can rise above boundaries of possession, time, space, and language, and with a renewed 
hope for humanity as we work to share love with those we meet.   
           ~Amanda Zechiel ‘09 

Spring Break Mission Week in Rome, a Spiritual Journey   
 

     I can still remember the day I filled out the form for the mission trip to Rome. I knew 
I wanted to go on a mission trip so that I could offer my help in any way possible. What 
I did not know was that I would be the one receiving help, and that it would change me 
in ways I could only imagine.  
     The last several years of my life have been spent on a religious rollercoaster, going 
from Catholic, to Baptist, to somewhere in between. I have had more doubts about my-
self and my faith than I can count, leading me to question what I really believed and 
who I really was inside. Needless to say, I only managed to become more confused and 
extremely frustrated. This is where I found myself when I left the Saturday of spring 
break for Rome, but it was not where I was when I returned the following Sunday.  
     My journey was a process, something that happened gradually over the course of the 
week. Somewhere between the work we did with the sisters, the prayer and pilgrimage, 
and the spiritual conversations we had at meals, I found the answers to my questions of 
faith. In fact, I feel as though I have grown stronger in my beliefs and my convictions, 
and have discovered how truly blessed I am. But my faith is not the only thing that has 
grown. I have also grown as a person. My confidence and self esteem have improved, 
and I find I see things in a better light. 
     Although I am still a perfectionist and  have yet to resolve all my differences with 
the Catholic Church, the fact that I can share this is a testament to the changes I have undergone. And while my physical journey has 
ended, my spiritual journey has just begun.    ~ Tara Sestito ‘09 

Sophomore Amanda Zechiel poses with Moises, one 
of the children she came to know and love at the 

orphanage.  

The 2007 SBMW Rome Team poses with the Coli-
seum in the background.  Tara is pictured front row, 

far right  
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People In Need, Inc. 
Annual “Can-Paign”—March 12-May 28 

♦ The PIN food pantry served 5,193 people in Delaware County with 43,194 meals 
in 2006.   

♦ Central Ohio food requests are up 46% over last year.   
♦ One in ten Ohioans received food from a food pantry in 2006.   
♦ One in five children in the United States go to bed hungry.   
♦ Now is the time to donate to PIN.   
 

   Donations can be brought to 274 N. Sandusky Street in Delaware; call 363-6284 to make arrange-
ments in advance. The following food and taxable items are most needed in the food pantry: 
   Canned Meats/Fish  Canned Fruit Juices  Hot Chocolate Mix  Shampoo** 
   Noodles/Macaroni  Saltine Crackers  Dry Milk   Kleenex** 
   Cereal-Cooked or Dry Graham Crackers  Boxed Dinners   Bar Soap** 
   Pancake Mix (complete) Cooking Oil   Muffin Mixes   Dish Soap** 
   Syrup   Potatoes-(boxed/instant) Canned Vegetables  Napkins** 
   Peanut Butter/Jelly  Cake Mixes   Canned Pasta   Toilet Paper** 
   Jell-O   Frosting Mixes   Coffee-Instant/Perked  Paper Towels** 
   Pudding Mixes  Sugar    Macaroni & Cheese  Toothbrushes**  
   Spaghetti Sauce  Laundry Detergent**  Shaving Cream**  Toothpaste** 
   Tea Bags   Feminine Napkins**  Diapers (medium/large)**  
 

 **denotes items which cannot be purchased with Food Stamps. 

 

   Monetary donations are also needed and can be mailed to PIN at 
P.O. Box 962, Delaware, OH 43015   
People In Need is a United Way Agency. 

Student Groups to Unite with Habitat for Humanity for One Week to Help Change the World 
 

    April 16-22 marks Habitat for Humanity’s annual advocacy week, Act! Speak! Build Week.  This week coordinates all Habitat 
youth programs nation wide to raise awareness for poverty and substandard housing.  This year, OWU Habitat would like to take to 
this a step further and join forces with the other social justice groups on campus, because together we can do something great for the 
world.  Habitat will be partnering with STAND, The Tree House, SIID and any other group interested in challenging world views 
on poverty, homelessness and sustainable practices.  Does your group have something to add to this, or just want to participate in 
events and learn more about how we can work together?  If the answer is yes, you should contact Sarah Manor at 
samanor@owu.edu, because we can make an impact!  Current List of Events: 

• Fair Trade Fair: Thursday April 12, 6:30-8:30 in Ham-Will 
• STAND Die-in: Monday April 16 at noon on the Jay Walk 
• Habitat Shed Building: TBA on the Jay Walk 
• Make Poverty History Lecture: Ohio Habitat Executive Director Ryan Miller and ONE Regional Campaign Manager 

Katie Andrews, Tuesday April 17 at 7pm, location TBA 
• Tree House Vegetarian Luncheon: Thursday April 19, at noon in the Benes Room 
• STAND mock refugee camp: TBA on Welch Lawn 
• Sustainable Practices Lecture: Dr. Laurie Anderson, TBA 
• Earth Day Campus Wide Clean Up: Saturday April 21, time TBA  
• SIID Kick Ball Tournament: April 22nd, (rain date: April 29th) 

mailto:samanor@owu.edu�
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Be the change you seek…  
   Before going on to graduate school or beginning a career, become the positive  social change that you 
wish to see in this world , start by getting involved with City Year. City Year’s mission is to build democracy 
through citizen service, civic leadership, and social entrepreneurship. 
   City Year is an international non-profit civic leadership and community service network -- a proud mem-
ber of AmeriCorps.  We seek individuals from all majors interested in serving in a paid volunteer role pro-
viding literacy tutoring and mentorship to Columbus Public School students. Individuals who take part in City Year Columbus 
projects are distinguished by their commitment to empowering youth and their desire to demonstrate that a small group can 
initiate powerful, lasting change.   
 

Upcoming Dates of Importance 
April 15th – Spring Application Deadline – This is the third of four application deadlines in our admissions cycle.  Complete ap-
plications received by this date will result in an interview process and selection decision on or before May 15th. 
April 24th – Information Session – This informal event will be held from 6:00 – 7:00pm at the Whetstone Library and hosted by 
City Year corps members.  This is a great way to find out all the details of a corps member experience and get your questions 
answered.  Click here for more information. 
May 16th – last Information Session – This info session will be the last in this recruitment cycle.  It will be held from 6:00 – 
7:00pm at the Main Library. 
 
To learn more about the program and application process, contact the 2007—2008 service term at (614) 586-
1439 or at columbusrecruitment@cityyear.org.  

 

The Delaware Senior Nutrition Program and the Council for Older Adults need help 
 

   The Senior Nutrition program is a partnership with Grady Memorial Hospital that provides hot 
meals daily to older adults in their homes. The program delivers about 160,000 meals per year through-
out the country on 25 different routes. As the Nutrition Program grows, more and more volunteers are 
needed, and YOU CAN BE ONE OF THEM! Volunteer drivers are needed from 11-1pm either short 
or long term any day Monday through Friday. Volunteers will receive training, mileage reimbursement 
and a free hot meal on the day they volunteer.  
   Don’t have a car but still want to help? Local congregate meal site assistants are also needed to help 
with the nutrition program. The Council for Older Adults is also always in need of people who can pro-
vide elbow grease for small household chores and yard work.  To get more information contact Amy 
Brown at amyb@growingolder.org or call (740) 363-6677.  

4th Annual 
5K and 1 Mile 

“fun run” 
to benefit  
COFEAT 

 
Central Ohio Families for Effective Autism Treatment 

http://www.cofeat.org 
 

Saturday, April 21st at 10:00 a.m. 
Homestead Park in Hilliard, OH 

Details will be posted at 
http://www.outrunautism.org 

As they become available 
 

April 22nd is  
EARTH DAY 

 
 
 
 
 

You can Celebrate by  
Doing Something  

Good for the Earth  
Every Day. 

http://www.cityyear.org/joincorps�
http://www.cityyear.org/sites/ap.cfm?AP_ID=11�
mailto:columbusrecruitment@cityyear.org�
http://www.cofeat.org/�
http://www.outrunautism.org/�
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Soup for Shelter 2007 is a Rousing Success    
 
   The Soup for Shelter event held in the St. Mary Commons on February 22nd was a great suc-
cess.  This event raised over $7,000 for Delaware County Habitat for Humanity.  This would not have 
been possible without the help of many individuals. 
 

Thirteen different individuals or groups poured, cleaned and painted about 400 soup 
bowls.  What a great job these people did to make beautiful bowls for the supper.  

Ten different groups or businesses donated soup, biscuits, macaroni and cheese and desserts.  Without their generous dona-
tions of food there is no way this amount of money could have been raised.  

The wonderful group of 20+ volunteers that worked in the kitchen making sure the soup was hot and desserts cut and served 
are the backbone of this event.  What a great job.  

Many students volunteered to seat people and serve dessert.  
Six groups supplied the musical entertainment for the evening.  What a wonderful group of talented kids and young adults 

they all were.  
There were also other volunteers who helped clean up, and did other odd jobs to make this event a success.  
Then there was the committee of about eight people who worked so hard to coordinate this big event.  Without their com-

mitment of time and energy this wonderful event would not have taken place.  
And of course we cannot forget the more than 400 people who came and ate soup.  They are the most important part of the 

Soup for Shelter Event.  
If you were unable to attend, but would still like to make a donation, it can be mailed to Delaware County Habitat 

for Humanity at P.O. Box 1110, Delaware, OH 43015 
 
   Please mark your calendars for February 28, 2008, St. Mary Commons.  The planning committee has actually started some mi-
nor planning, and if you would like to help please contact the office at 363-9950. 
 
     THANK YOU ALL AGAIN FOR YOUR PARTICIPATION IN THIS WONDERFUL EVENT!          ~ Jackie Kuhns 

 

OWU 
3rd  Annual 

President’s 5K Fun Run 
And Walk for Education 

 

Saturday, April 28th 
8:30 a.m. 

Follow the NEW COURSE 
Commemorating the 
Grand Opening of the 

Springfield and Henry Street 
Branches of the  
“Rails to Trails” 

Bike Path System 
 

Registration Forms available in Alumni Relations 
Or online at: 

 

http://alumni.owu.edu/events.html 

Columbus Recreation And Parks 
 

   The Columbus Recreation and Parks Department has 
many volunteer opportunities for students who are inter-
ested in special event planning and urban experiential 
learning.  Some of the up-coming events include: 

♦ April 7th-Citywide Easter Egg Hunts at all 28 
Recreation Centers 

♦ April 14th-MLB Hit, Pitch & Run Event at 
Woodward Park 

♦ April 24-May 8-Creative Arts Event at the 
Martin Janis Center. 

♦ And many, many more events and programs 
    To learn more about this service learning/volunteer 
opportunity, contact Danielle Jones at (614) 645-3325, or 
via e-mail at DRJones@columbus.gov 
 



Tutor/Mentors Are Needed for  “(WS) 2” Program 
 

   (WS) 2 is a collaboration between William Street United Methodist Church and Willis Intermediate 
School and is facilitated by The Literacy Coalition of Delaware County.  Volunteer Tutor/Mentors 
are needed Mondays and/or Thursdays from 3:30 to 5:00 pm to work with 5th and 6th grade in the 
after school program held at the church.  Responsibilities include supervising students through 
snacks, games, homework and clean up...as well as developing lasting friendships.   
   Interested parties should contact Bruce Denton at (740) 816-3514.  

Turning Point  www.turningpoint6.com  - Programs for Victims of Domestic Vio-
lence 
 
On Friday, April 27th—Turning Point staff will be in Delaware all day at the Courthouse.  They will start 
around 8:30a.m. and hang a clothesline with T-shirts (made by clients). These T-shirts have been cre-
ated with pictures  and slogans concerning domestic violence.  They  are hoping for extra hands to 
help with both putting the clothesline up and then again taking it down around 3:30 or 4:00p.m. on that 
same day (27th).  Volunteers and anyone interested in the work of Turning Point should  contact Joyce 
Johnston at 1-740-382-8988, or email jjohnston@turningpoint6.com.  

TEAM MENTORING PROGRAM 
A Program of Delaware County Juvenile Court 

 

   Do you like to play games, go out to eat, and hang out with kids? Can you spare 2 hours a week to be a mentor? If 
so, please contact Patty Cram at 833-2678 for more information about being a TEAM Mentor.  TEAM Mentoring is a ser-
vice learning program offered by the Delaware County Juvenile Court that involves getting involved with Delaware 
county youth both involved in the court system and not. Your help can make a valuable difference in the life of a child.  

The Global Village Collection ~ 37 N. Sandusky Street 
 

   The store with a conscience provides a source for fair trade coffee, tea and beautiful 
hand-crafted items made by artisans from developing countries.  Your purchase provides 
a fair living wage, but you can also help by becoming a store volunteer.  Drop by the 
store and pick up an application today.  

♦ The Common Ground Free Store is a non-profit organization in Dela-
ware and needs volunteers to work in the store. The store is located at 193 
E. Central Ave. and works, through donations, to provide clothing, linens, 
small appliances and other household items to individuals and families free 
of charge, no questions asked. They also serve soup to shoppers each day 
the store is open.  To donate, to help, to make soup, call 740-369-FREE.   

Opportunity Knocks Page 6 
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Stratford Ecological Center Has Opportunities / Needs Volunteers! 
 

♦ Stratford Ecological Center is a non-profit organization dedicated to the education of 
children and adults in understanding the relationship between living things and their 
environment, hoping to foster an appreciation of the land and the life that depends on 
it. Stratford’s goal is to act locally and think globally.  

♦ The Center is always in need of volunteers to work at its organic farm and education 
center, teaching children about ecology on its 236 acres of nature preserve. Educa-
tional Guide Training will take place in March. Volunteer Guides lead children on 
tours on Wednesday, Thursday and Friday mornings.  

♦ Other Volunteer Opportunities include being part of an Invasive Species Team, or helping with Landscape Upkeep, 
or serving as a Greenhouse Guru, or as a Famer’s Helper, Or even as a Saturday Receptionist.     

   To learn more about volunteering at the Stratford Ecological Center, contact Jane Walsh at 362-2548 or email 
secenter@aol.com.  

STRIVE PROGRAM NEEDS TUTORS! 
 

   If you would like to work with high school aged students, this is the opportunity for you!  
We’re looking for tutors to help students on Monday nights from 5:00 to 7:00 at the Dela-
ware Area Career Center, which is located at 4565 Columbus Pike, (Route 23 South, across 
from Camp Lazarus).  Students are mainly in need of help with math, reading and writing.  
Excellent opportunity for anyone interested in Secondary Education, or who just wants to 
help young people succeed.  To learn more, contact Heather Allen at (740) 548-6665, or via 
e-mail at ALLENH@odjfs.state.oh.us .   

Come have FUN and Volunteer with Preservation Parks! 
 

Nature Center Attendants  - Preservation Parks of Delaware County seeks responsible volunteers to assist 
within our nature centers. Enjoy a peaceful afternoon in the park and be the one to greet and host visitors at the 
McCoy Nature Center at Hogback Ridge Preserve or at the Nature Discovery Center at Gallant Woods Pre-
serve.  Weekday and weekend shifts are available from noon until 5 p.m. at both nature centers.    

Osprey Homecoming- April 21st  - What better way to celebrate Earth Day than to welcome home the Ospreys from their long 
migration north from South America?  These endangered birds of prey have successfully raised young on the nesting platforms on 
Alum Creek for the past three years. Volunteers may assist during this special event.  

Earth Day – April 22nd  - We request volunteers to represent Preservation Parks at the Columbus Zoo and other Earth Day cele-
brations around the county. 
Plant Trees Please -  April 28th - Saturday - 9am-1pm - Tree Planting Day 

 May 16th - Wednesday - 9:30am - 3:00pm - Tree Planting Day w/ Preservation Parks 
   Did you know that 9,000 Ash trees were removed from the Stratford Ecological Center’s property this past year after the Emerald 
Ash Borer was discovered on site? We can be horrified, we may be shocked, but NOW it is time to ACT! 
   The Preservation Parks of Delaware County and the Stratford Ecological Center team together and invite you to help plant trees on 
Saturday, April 28th from 9:00a.m.-1:00 p.m., and on Wednesday, May 16th from 9:30 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. With your cooperation we 
can restore the ecosystems of existing woods and streamside, on the Stratford Ecological Center’s property. 
Please dress for the weather and bring garden gloves, a sack lunch, and your friends too. 

To participate contact Volunteer Coordinator, Saundra Sklar, (740) 524-8600, ext. 6 
saundras@preservationparks.com. 
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Save the Dates! 
 

April 9th 
DELTA DELTA DELTA  Pasta for Life 

6-8pm in Benes 
-proceeds to benefit St. Jude’s Children’s Hospital  

 
April 11th 

KAPPA ALPHA THETA  Jail n’ Bail 
7-9pm 179 Winter St. 
-proceeds to benefit CASA:  

Court Appointed Special Advocates 
 

April 17th 
Greek Awards 

7pm in Benes Room 
 

April 22nd 
KAPPA ALPHA THETA Rock the CASA 

6:30-9:30pm  
Outside in the Amphitheatre 

The sisters of Delta Gamma were pulled across Pfeiffer Natatorium by 
competing teams at their annual service event, Anchor Splash, held on 
March 30th to raise money for their philanthropy: Service for Sight.  

Bowl for Kids’ Sake 2007 is a Winner!   
OWU’s annual event to benefit Big Brothers Big Sisters was 
a rousing success with more than $4,700 being raised.  To 
learn more about the event and see the Trophy Winners, visit  
http://connect2.owu.edu/newsandviews/244.php. Dona-
tions are still welcome! Big Brothers are still needed!  Con-
tact Kerri Robe at the Delaware office of Big Brothers 
Big Sisters, (740) 369-2447. 

Led by Tony Caldwell, (left), “The Steam-
ers” B&G Team, won the coveted 3rd place 
Cheese Ball Trophy.  Jerry Sherman, (right), 
bowled a 213, the high game of the evening. 

Jason Ramsey demonstrates proper 
bowling form! 

(above) The Mighty Faculty Bowling Team 
Mark Reid, (right), the 
epitome of Alpha Phi 
Alpha cool!    

(below) Circle K Rocks the House! 
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