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Idea

Author Ray Bradbury once described life as “trying things to see if they 
work.” One of my favorite writers over the past four decades, Bradbury, 
author of Dandelion Wine and so many other wonderful books, mesmer-
izes me by the beauty and descriptiveness of his writing. A clear-cut 
message of this book points to the importance of enjoying and appreciat-
ing with child-like wonder and curiosity, the world around us—whether 
we are 15 or 50 years young.

It is just that sense of wonder and observation from which truly won-
drous ideas spring. And it is the formation and nurturing of ideas and 
discoveries that we want to present in this edition of the OWU Magazine, 
as we introduce you to several Ohio Wesleyan professors and alumni, 
and their special stories. With open arms and minds, they welcome the 
challenges of the unknown as well as that which they can learn from 
others who are on similar journeys.

By thoughtful design, we offer glimpses of research, creative thought, 
and accomplishments of these talented people representing the fine and 
performing arts, economics, science, humanities-classics, and athletics, 
beginning on page 4. You’ll become acquainted with an OWU alumna 
whose ingenuous idea and optimism—and the eagerness of a beloved 
canine race partner—may raise much needed funds for a child in need of 
help (page 28). A doggie duathlon. Imagine that!

“Trying things to see if they work.” Whether trekking down canyons of the 
great southwest, making small loans available to new businesses in 
developing third-world countries, or discovering, right here in Delaware 
County, a more scientifically accurate account of the seas’ movements 
across our continent—Ohio Wesleyan professors are making a difference 
in the lives of many. Enjoy their stories and the rest of this magazine.

Pamela Besel 
Editor
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Leader’s Letter>>

Thinking . . . critically and creatively

David O. Robbins

May 16-18

Although today’s world is filled with 
challenges—interpersonal conflict, 
ethnic rivalry, economic distress, 
isolation, mistrust, and misunder-
standing — that may threaten our 
very existence, great ideas continue 
to emerge. Even in the midst of chaos, 
medicine leaps ahead. Original artists 
break new ground. And technological 
advances cause us to marvel. 

Just how are these great ideas born? My 
graduate training in neuroscience might 
lead me into a discussion of the almost 
unlimited capacity of the human brain 
to dissect key elements of our sensory 
world and to recreate images and 
concepts that, through the specialization 
of neurons and neuronal networks, lead 
to action.  

However, convergent analyses at the 
molecular level are more indicative of 
where and possibly by what neurological 
mechanisms the human brain processes 
various forms of information rather 
than how ideas arise within the brain. 
Approaches of the type I’ve described, 
which focus on a single discipline, are 
highly interesting and enlightening but 
may not by themselves provide a broad 
enough perspective to understand and 
resolve the more global concerns facing 
our complex society. To untangle these 
issues, we must have knowledgeable 
citizens who are adept at critical 
thinking and able to tease out new 
and creative ideas from the mass of 
information available today. 

The best place for students to 
accumulate that information and learn 
how to think creatively and critically 
is in a liberal arts institution. It is the 
unique role and mission of the liberal 
arts colleges to train our students to 
think in these ways. In fact, it may be 
that teaching students to learn is the 
most important aspect of a liberal arts 
education. It is this type of learning 
across a diverse course of study, 
blending theory and practice, that leads 
our students to become successful in 
their careers and responsible, informed 
citizens.

Through a three-year grant from the 
Teagle Foundation and along with 
a group of other colleges within the 
Ohio 5 (Denison, Kenyon, Oberlin, 
Ohio Wesleyan, and Wooster), we 
are studying just what assessment 
instruments and pedagogical methods 
are most successful in fostering our 
students’ abilities to think critically and 
creatively across the curriculum. 
Clearly our breadth of our class 
offerings, our small and interactive 
classes, and our students’ close 
relationships with faculty assist them in 
developing important skills in divergent 
thinking.

While they are with us, students 
learn to study deeply and broadly; 
their thinking becomes more agile 
and flexible. They learn to synthesize 
information from various disciplines. 
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They are willing to challenge and 
be challenged as their intellectual 
competence is enhanced; they become 
confident, fearless learners and leaders. 

Through both their teaching and 
scholarship, our exceptional and 
dedicated faculty works tirelessly to 
enhance students’ abilities to think in 
new and creative ways. They not only 
help build those critical neural networks 
in the brain but also fire the students’ 

curiosity and passion to learn. Ohio 
Wesleyan is a place of great thinking, 
great learning, and surely of great ideas.

Sincerely,

David Robbins
Interim President and Provost
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ART AND HUMANITy ARE 
INTERTWINED…TRANSCENDING 
TIME, LANGUAGE, AND CULTURAL 
BOUNDARIES.
Great ideas help us to see, feel, and 
build upon that connectivity . . .
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Some of our best ideas come to us during 
the stillness of night, in the quiet time just 
before dawn, or as we lather up and enjoy 
a morning shower. 

Five Ohio Wesleyan professors share their 
innovative journeys and discoveries.
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OWU fine arts professor Jim Krehbiel’s ideas continue to evolve during a decade-long series of 
grueling and physically challenging treks and trials that take him down canyons and across 
miles of challenging terrain in the great southwest—and back in time by some 2,000 years. 

As Krehbiel’s visual observations, 
photographs, and keen mapping and 
field notes progress, so do patterns of 
predictability. They point to exciting 
cultural and archaeological discoveries, 
but also red-flagged warnings for 21st 
century citizens of the world. 

The locale? A 5,000-square-mile area 
found in the Four Corners region of Utah, 
Colorado, Arizona, and New Mexico. The 
700-2000-year-old roads, cliff dwellings, 
pueblos, kivas, and pithouse dwelling 
sites, granaries, and remains of rock 
art indigenous to the ancestral Pueblo 
Indians—and several other tribal groups 
once inhabiting these areas—all convey 
the resourcefulness, practicality, and 
spirituality of these people. And one more 
not-so-admirable remnant: a landscape 
that is often so environmentally depleted 
and worn out, that even hearty cacti 
struggle to grow.
   
“During most of my life, I’ve traveled 
in the American West, and I live there 
as well,” says Krehbiel. During his 
numerous hikes over the past 10 years in 
particular, he has become interested in 
the landscape of such locations as eastern 
Utah’s Salt Creek Canyon, where farm 
plots of 800 years ago are still clearly 
visible.

“Where there once were healthy 
varieties of flora and fauna, one sees the 
ancient granaries and the collapse of an 
environment,” says Krehbiel. His art, even 
in earlier years, was focused on ecology 
and the appropriate use of technology and 
resources to sustain our lives.

“My research also is about discovering 
levels of understanding about a variety 
of ancient cultures and trying to find 
answers to questions—and then re-think 
what those questions should be. You 
can imagine the varieties of issues these 
people faced, as well as the reasons for 
the collapse of their culture in the Four 
Corners region. By asking these questions, 
we can find out more about ourselves,” 
he says. “Resolving those questions and 
answers as expressed in my art work is a 
continuing process.”
   
Krehbiel travels on foot at speeds of up 
to four miles per hour, for up to 14 hours 
per day. It is Krehbiel’s sheer passion for 
understanding and learning about the 
cultures and lifestyles of the ancestral 
Pueblos that drive him during his yearly 
visits.
   
Withstanding a June day’s 100-degree 
heat, or 13-degree frigidity of a windy 
December day, Krehbiel often climbs 

along canyon ledges to examine strategic 
locations of kivas and cliff dwellings or 
routes through the canyons to examine 
rock drawings. His GPS measurements, 
map work, on-site observations, and 
assistance from astronomers reveal that 
even in remote locations, the ancestral 
Pueblos used their solar observations 
and the cosmos to carefully place their 
buildings.

“You have to be really hardened to do 
this,” he points out.
   
Utilizing the skills of a scientist, with 
each visit, Krehbiel explores, observes, 
and documents what he sees and 
looks for predictable locations for sites. 
Predictability often can lead to new 
findings, insights, and unexpected 
discoveries, and understanding. As he 
explains, Krehbiel’s explorations in 
canyons typically require route findings 
and white-knuckle drops from ledges, and 
as he says, “occasionally the use of ropes.” 
    
In creating his art, he relies on field 
experience and sometimes utilizes 
photographs directly, or a combination 
of visual cues referencing his maps and 
field notes. In a recent faculty show in 
OWU’s Ross Art Museum, Krehbiel’s 
images were all digitally created and 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT: 
Respect or Repetition? By Pam Besel



 7OWU 2 SPRING 2008

manipulated, and then printed directly 
from the computer. His concern about 
preserving and understanding ancient 
cultures and our collective impact on a 
fragile environment as he has witnessed 
directly during several field trips each 
year—is communicated through symbols, 
composition, color, shape, texture, and 
arrangement of information on a page.
Krehbiel’s art, and his research, present 
a carefully crafted message designed to 
give his audience the sense of a journey, 
as well as his personal synthesis of 
understanding about the people and their 
effect on the land they occupied.
   
“But unlike the ancestral Pueblo Indians—
who migrated every 100 to 300 years or so 
as they ran environments down in each 
region—we are doing the same things 
they did to the ecosystem, but at a much 
faster rate,” says Krehbiel. “Plus, we have 
no places to migrate to.”
   
“I want my students to develop their 
ideas through their own processes as 
their work evolves. It’s almost like you are 
having a dialogue with your work, a sort 
of visual give-and-take that occurs until 
the work is finished,” he says. “Students 
need to know how to have that dialogue; 
to gather source material, to observe and 
test it, and to realize what it is that drives

them to make their own work.” For senior 
Anusha Lalwani, it was her discovery of
computer imaging (image manipulation) 
that inspires her.
   
“Jim teaches us various techniques, and 
he encourages us to pick up our own 
topics of interest,” she says, describing her 
work, a series of self portraits made 
up to convey the different masks people 
wear in their public and private lives. 
   
“He saw “something” in my earlier work, 
and has pushed me to do more and 
more,” says Lalwani. Junior Vicki Barger 
describes her photography of a bracelet, 
shooting it from varying distances and 
angles, noting unpredictable shapes and 
textures.
   
“You have to be willing to look at things 
from different perspectives and not just 
straight on… and sometimes you find 
those great ideas. I call them “happy 
accidents,” ” she says, smiling.
   
Definitely not accidental, is Jim 
Krehbiel’s intrigue with the magnificent 
environment of our western states; how
ancient cultures used and struggled in 

that environment—and why we should 
care.

“I am interested in the creative process, 
and how we gather information, 
synthesize it, and use the art process to 
resolve various issues,” he says. Of special
interest to him among a wide range 
of concerns: the world’s population 
explosion, depletion of the earth’s 
resources, and a declining quality of life.

“We are losing our curiosity about the 
world around us as well as a willingness 
to take time to do things for ourselves,” 
he says. “As a civilization, we have 
ignored the environment for too long. We 
are on a fast track toward destroying the 
middle class, intellectually, economically, 
and socially in much the same way that 
the ancestral Pueblos lost theirs, as they 
waged raids on each other and migrated 
from place to place,” says Krehbiel.

Why should we care? How can we not.

Pam Besel is Director of Internal Communications 
at Ohio Wesleyan and Editor of the Ohio Wesleyan 
Magazine.

Krehbiel: “As a civilization, 
we have ignored the environment for too long.”
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tional costs. The borrowers range from a 
farmer in Azerbaijan to a clothing maker 
in Peru.

“I just love the way this project works,” 
says Phuong Nguyen ’10, an economics 
major who became interested in SIID 
after hearing about the concept from 
her former resident assistant, Ramchan-
dani. Nguyen has volunteered for Kiva 
since last summer, translating borrower 
requests from her native Vietnamese to 
English. She is also the vice president of 
SIID. 

Microcredit, in the Grameen style, uses 
a “team” approach to keep the default 
percentage low, linking an average of 
five borrowers together and giving them 
a personal stake in the others’ success. 
In some instances, loans are granted to 
consecutive business owners only if the 
first has repaid his or her debt, encour-
aging the others in the “team” to step up 

The group embarked on a fund-raising 
plan that included delivering pizzas on 
campus, holding a kickball tournament, 
and staging a 24-hour hunger strike 
to come up with seed money for the 
project. Additionally, a private donor in 
Columbus, Ohio, pledged $1,000 after 
reading about SIID in a Columbus Dispatch 
article in April 2007; and Lisa Ho, assis-
tant chaplain, and her husband, Luong, 
contributed another $1,000 toward the 
project. 

“The reason we gave the donation is 
because we believe so much in what 
[SIID] is doing,” says Ho. “It really is about 
justice.”

SIID cut its first check—totaling $1,750—
to its microcredit partner, Kiva, in late 
2007. One hundred dollars was given to 
each of 16 business owners the group 
had selected, with the balance going 
straight to Kiva to cut down on its opera-

It really is possible to change the world 
with as little as $20. Just ask Saif Rah-
man, an economics professor who is 
opening Ohio Wesleyan students’ eyes to 
the growing trend of microcredit. 

The concept, which involves making 
small loans to start-up businesses in de-
veloping countries, was pioneered in the 
1970s by Bangladeshi economist, founder 
of Grameen Bank, and Nobel Peace 
Prize-winner Muhammad Yunus. The 
idea targets the world’s 2.8 billion people 
living in “deep poverty,” who survive on 
less than $2 per day. 

Rahman began discussing microcredit 
as part of his economic development 
class several years ago, and many of his 
students were immediately drawn to the 
idea. One of those students, Taapsi Ram-
chandani ’07, formed the Student Initia-
tive for International Development (SIID) 
on campus during her senior year. 

making a difference, 
one loan at a time

In developing countries, a small seed-money investment can help a start-up 
business take root, flower, grow—and transform the life of an entire village.  

By Ann Marcum
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and assist with repayment. Consistent 
repayment records qualify the borrowers 
for additional loans, in larger amounts, 
in the future.

“If you open a window, they’ll squeeze 
out in ways that will surprise us,” says 
Rahman, mentioning that organizations 
such as Kiva and Grameen Bank typi-
cally boast a 98 percent repayment rate 
from their borrowers. Since its inception 
in 2005, Kiva has facilitated more than 
30,000 loans totaling more than $20 mil-
lion. Grameen Bank has given out loans 
totaling more than $6.5 billion, mostly to 
women in need. 

“The nice thing is we’re investing in 
people,” says Julia Blyth ’10, an English 
major, who serves as the secretary of 
SIID. “The money comes back, and we 
can invest in someone else. We can help 
them out without making them feel 
helpless.” 

The ultimate goal, Rahman explains, 
is to expand SIID’s mission and 
funding and take on a more central-
ized, village-by-village approach to 
poverty eradication. This would be 
done by hand-picking areas with 
poor infrastructure—such as a lack 
of schooling, roads, and channels of 
communication—and helping to solve 
those tangible issues before introduc-
ing microcredit. 

“I like the idea of [microdevelopment] 
because it creates roots,” says Nguyen, 
who hopes to spread the word beyond 
SIID’s dedicated 10-15-member base. 

“I love the feeling of being able to 
make a difference in these peoples’ 
lives. It’s not a very difficult solution 
for a very difficult problem,” says Kim-
berly Darren ’10, a psychology major 
and president of SIID.

And the results, says Rahman, are 
clear: each generation is impacted by 
the last. 

“I see [recipients] use opportunities, 
like reading and writing—and the next 
generation changes,” says Rahman, 
who has witnessed such results in 
his own village in Bangladesh. “That’s 
why default rates are low. That’s their 
ticket. They are not looking for char-
ity, not looking for a handout. They 
are looking for the same opportunities 
that we take for granted.”

Ann Marcum is Assistant Director of Media and 
Community Relations at Ohio Wesleyan.

Rahman: “Each generation is
impacted by the last.”
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ONE IDEA LEADS TO ANOTHER … AND ANOTHER
By Ericka Kurtz

on translating the works of Tamura 
Toshiko,” Sokolsky says. “It’s a project I 
began in graduate school, and I would 
like to see it finalized.”
 
Sokolsky says Tamura’s writings have 
largely been ignored, and that’s exactly 
why Tamura’s work is so important 
today. “Tamura was highly celebrated 
in the early 1900s,” she says. “But she 
moved to Vancouver in 1918 and lived 
in North America for the next two 
decades. During that time, Japanese 
tended to not care about other 
Japanese who left Japan and so there 
has been, until recently, a lack of study 
of the literary production of Japanese 
nationals and Japanese American 
writers who traveled between Japan 
and North America in the early 1900s.”
 
Guided by her advisor at Waseda 
University when Sokolsky was a 
Fulbright scholar in Japan, she decided 
to focus on Tamura’s works from the 
1930s and ’40s. “Though her works 
were political and sexual in nature—
Tamura’s own life was scandalous—

environment, was never interested in my 
grandfather’s things, but I was captivated 
by them.”
 
Sokolsky went on to study psychology 
during her undergraduate years, but 
an insatiable appetite to learn more 
about the world took her abroad. “I was 
fascinated by living in the culture of 
completely different countries,” she says. 
“I became a Peace Corps volunteer and 
lived in Morocco. I learned Arabic and 
realized that I liked learning languages.” 
She also lived in Japan and learned 
to speak Japanese. Today, Sokolsky is 
studying Chinese.
 
Although she has an interest in all things 
Asian, Sokolsky’s passion is researching 
Japanese writer Tamura Toshiko, as well 
as examining the literary production of 
first- and second-generation Japanese 
American immigrants—Issei and Nisei—
that appeared in the literary columns 
of Japanese American immigrant 
newspapers.
 
“Right now, I’m very much focused 

In the early 20th century, Japanese 
author Tamura Toshiko wrote 
provocative works that we now know 
were well ahead of her time. Later, 
an American journalist living in 
China sympathized with the Chinese 
Nationalists, even meeting Chiang 
Kai-shek. What do the Japanese writer 
and the American journalist have in 
common?
 
They both have had a profound 
impact on Anne Sokolsky, assistant 
professor of humanities-classics at 
Ohio Wesleyan.
 
Sokolsky is an expert in modern 
Japanese literature, with a 
specialization in gender studies. At 
OWU, she teaches courses that cover 
all of Asia. She traces her interest 
in Asia back to the grandfather she 
never met—the American journalist 
who had known Chiang Kai-shek. “I 
grew up in an apartment filled with 
the art of China that my grandfather 
brought back,” she recalls. “My 
sister, who grew up in the same 

Anne Sokolsky’s research on a Japanese writer sparked 
an interest in Taiwanese literature, and a forthcoming 
TEW grant to boot.
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Her expertise makes Sokolsky a perfect 
fit for teaching Asian literature and 
culture in the OWU Humanities-Classics 
department. “Even to be a Japan scholar, 
I must have an understanding of the 
surrounding areas,” she says. 

Though Sokolsky’s research and the 
exchange of ideas among colleagues are 
important to her, she is just as inspired 
by the ideas that are shared in her 
classroom. 

“Just the other day we were discussing 
the Negative Golden Mean, which states, 
‘Don’t do unto others as you would not 
want them to do unto you.’ We had 
a major discussion comparing that 
statement to the Golden Rule, and it 
became a debate of the active vs. the 
inactive. One of my Asian students 
pointed out that being inactive is not 
necessarily bad; it’s all relative to how 
one is raised.” 

This free-flowing stream of ideas 
in Sokolsky’s courses will lead her 
students—and Sokolsky herself—to 
pursue other thoughts and research, 
which is, no doubt, the very essence of 
an Ohio Wesleyan education. 

Ericka Kurtz is Assistant Director of University  
Communications and Assistant Editor of  
the Ohio Wesleyan Magazine. 

and this, more than her writing, has 
been the focus of most research. Her 
later writing, which was less sexual in 
nature, has been ignored by Japanese 
scholars until more recently. My goal 
is to discuss Tamura’s entire life and 
the impact it has had on her writing. 
I am translating specific works from 
different periods to show Tamura’s 
diverse writing voice.” 
 
While in Japan on a Fulbright 
Scholarship, Sokolsky found access 
to archives for her Tamura research 
useful, but she discovered the 

ONE IDEA LEADS TO ANOTHER … AND ANOTHER

opportunity she had to collaborate with 
other scholars was invaluable. “I’d meet 
once a month with other scholars, and 
we’d share our experiences,” she says. “I 
met a Taiwanese woman who was also 
researching Tamura. It was important 
for the two of us to meet to ensure our 
work wasn’t overlapping. My work is a 
trajectory through people I’ve met.” 
 
That’s not to say that Anne Sokolsky 
can’t come up with her own ideas; 
rather, she has so many interests that 
it would be impossible to pursue them 
all. “My projects feed off of themselves,” 
she says. Her research on Tamura has 
also led her down the path of studying 
Taiwanese literature. “It’s a logical segue 
because after Tamura lived in the U.S., 
she ended up in China, where she died.”

Sokolsky says Asian scholars today 
are rethinking the literary history of 
Taiwan. She is among those scholars and 
received a TEW grant to study Taiwanese 
literature that was created during the 
Japanese occupation of Taiwan, which 
ended in 1945. “Taiwanese literature 
during this period has also been ignored,” 
she says. “More recently scholars in 
Taiwan are recognizing that the study 
of Taiwanese culture and literature 
whether written in Chinese or Japanese, 
is important to get the full story of 
Taiwan as a nation.”
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By Christopher Federer

A Playwright’s          
      Penchant
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“Actors have their photos taken in 
various costumes with props. Directors 
then select a photo, which is given 
to a playwright, who then must take 
inspiration from the photo and create a 
short play in a day.”

Ultimately, directors and actors who 
lend their own creative juices to the 
final production of a play also shape a 
playwright’s initial vision.

“My involvement in the final production 
of my plays varies widely,” Gardner says. 
“Some productions I’ve never seen, some 
I’ve directed, and other times I’ve had 
directors call me to ask questions. The 
creative process goes on and on as ideas 
continue to evolve.” 

Gardner has written more than 30 plays, 
some being short works and others 
full length. She’s had productions and 
readings in New York, Ohio, California, 
and Alaska. She has received an Ohio 
Arts Council Playwriting grant and 
honorable mention in the Writer’s Digest 
Play Contest. She was a semifinalist in 
the Actors Theatre of Louisville Ten-
Minute Play Contest, a finalist in Playlab 
at Cleveland Play House, and a finalist in 
several Shorts Festivals at Contemporary 
American Theatre Company. Gardner has 
been an OWU faculty member since 1985.

Christopher Federer is Associate Director of Print and 
Electronic Communications at Ohio Wesleyan.

“Sometime you get bored with it and don’t 
finish it. Other times, you become more 
and more pulled in by the characters. 
The one thing I can say is true about the 
creative process: A play is almost never 
what it started out to be.”

She cites the play about the man asking 
for the handout. Originally, the play was 
to focus on him and his circumstances; 
however, as the work evolved, the role 
of the woman grew larger. The play 
became about two people from different 
situations who suddenly switch places 
and begin to understand each other and 
build compassion and empathy for one 
another to an extent that neither would 
have dreamed possible.

 “When I’m creating a play, I let my 
imagination take over,” Gardner says. “I 
hear the dialogue between my characters. 
I take great pleasure in daydreaming their 
conversations, not just what they are 
saying, but how they are saying it.”

Last summer, Gardner’s play, One Last 
Mass won a spot in San Diego’s Resilience 
of the Spirit Human Rights Festival. She 
says this play was created through an 
approach known as the “spontaneous 
theatre collective.”

The play is set in a small village in Peru. 
The play’s sole character, Father William, 
struggles with the decision to leave his 
village quickly and survive a massacre; or 
to stay, give his last mass, and risk death.

 “I wrote this play using a unique 
approach to playwriting and concept 
of idea generation,” Gardner says. 

For Bonnie Milne Gardner ’77, 
playwright and chair of OWU’s 
Department of Theatre & Dance, each 
instance sparked an idea, lighting that 
first glimmer of inspiration that resulted 
in a finished work of art. 

“There is no single answer to how I get 
an idea to write a play; it always depends 
on the circumstance,” Gardner says. “But 
I find the question fascinating because 
I love to hear other artists speak about 
what inspired them to create a particular 
work.”

She says ideas can come from the general 
circumstances of her life at a given time; 
for example, what is happening with her 
family or with work. Other times it can be 
a specific, but somewhat mundane event 
or encounter that leads to a work.

“I once wrote a play about a woman who 
is approached by a stranger who wants 
a handout,” Garner explains. “That was 
specifically inspired by a time I was 
approached by a stranger. It caught me 
off guard, but it got me thinking about 
this man and his circumstances and what 
would have happened if our encounter 
had lasted longer. As a playwright, I seek 
to answer questions and to figure things 
out. My meeting with this man hit a 
nerve. I had to write about it.”

Gardner adds that the original inspiration 
for a play can often take a turn during the 
creative process.

“Once you start writing and creating 
characters, a whole new set of questions 
evolves,” she says. 

A brief encounter on the street. A personal circumstance. 
A workshop exercise. An experience from a decade before. 
A craving to create that must be satisfied.  
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No Stone 
Unturned

Telling the Story of the Earth 

However, in conducting his initial 
research at the outlier in 2005, Mann 
discovered a narrow lens of alternating 
bands of green and brownish-black 
shale. “I got excited, he says, “because I’d 
seen shale that looked exactly like that 
around Camp Lazarus, which is miles 
away from the outlier.”

The shales themselves were significant, 
“but we had to look at the fossil record 
to nail down the time correlation,” 
Mann explains. “The specific kinds of 
conodont fossils we needed to prove the 
correlation are so small that three of 
them could dance on the head of a pin. 
It took a lot of painstaking work to find 
them, but when they showed up, it was 
really something.” 

The presence of the fossils in the shale 
and underlying dolomite upended much 
of the common wisdom about the 
Bellefontaine Outlier. “Geologists had 
previously believed that no deposition 
had occurred during a 15-million-year 

contain the same fossil were deposited 
at the same time, even if the layers are 
widely separated by geography. These 
layers are said to be correlated in time.

Mann and his students recently found 
an unexpected correlation in Ohio. “I 
wanted to do a research project with my 
students that examined the geology near 
the campus,” he says. “Two colleagues 
suggested studying the Bellefontaine 
Outlier. Outliers are islands of rock that 
are separated, usually by erosion, from 
larger areas of similar rock deposited at 
similar times.” 

While the Bellefontaine Outlier is 
made up of rock that is comparable 
in composition to that found in the 
Appalachian, Michigan, and Illinois 
basins, the chemical transformation 
of the rock from limestone to dolomite 
destroyed most of the important fossils. 
The lack of fossils made correlation of 
the outlier to the nearby basins very 
difficult.

“I majored in many sciences in 
my undergraduate days,” says 
paleontologist and geology professor 
Keith Mann, “but geology brought 
everything together for me. It had 
elements of other natural sciences—
chemistry, physics, biology—and I got 
to do it outdoors.”

Not surprisingly, then, it was outdoors 
where Mann and his students made 
one of their most exciting discoveries. 
To understand their work, it helps to 
know a little about fossils.

Fossils help to anchor an area in 
geologic time, Mann says. “Rock layers, 
from bottom to top, contain a non-
repeating sequence of fossils that 
geologists used to build the geologic 
time scale.” 

The unique fossil sequence allows 
geologists to assemble the history 
of the earth from geographically 
separated areas. Rock layers that 

By Gretchen Hirsch



If luck is what happens when 
preparation meets opportunity, then 
Mann was lucky. He was fully prepared 
when the opportunity for discovery 
presented itself. Years of meticulous 
study in the lab and in the field, 
combined with overwhelming curiosity 
and enthusiasm, made it possible for 
him to seize the day and make a unique 
and meaningful contribution to the 
science he loves.

Gretchen Hirsch is a writer in the Office of University 
Communications at Ohio Wesleyan.
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No Stone 
Unturned

the seas,” he says. “It helps trace their 
movements across the continent, fits 
into the big picture, and complements 
the work of others.”

Mann says that great ideas are 
generated and discoveries made by 
standing on the shoulders of former 
giants in any field of endeavor. But 
that’s not enough. “You have to 
have the self-confidence to look at 
various facts and sequence them in 
different ways or twist ideas in novel 
combinations to see what jumps out at 
you,” he says. “And you can’t be afraid 
to work in areas where others have 
failed. You can’t let yourself be stopped 
when people say, ‘Why are you doing 
that? No one else has been successful 
at it. What makes you different?’ ”

interval on the outlier,” Mann says. 
“We demonstrated that, in fact, the 
outlier experienced four periods 
of sedimentation, three of which 
represented separate incursions of 
the sea that occurred during that 
supposed 15-million-year hiatus. 
When I told conodont specialists 
around the country what we’d found, 
they were amazed. But the fossils 
don’t lie.” 

Mann presented his results at the 
national meeting of the Geological 
Society of America, and conodont and 
Devonian [Period] specialists “basically 
set up camp around the poster,” he 
says. “There was a lot of conversation.”

What Mann found out “tells us about 

Keith Mann at work where he loves to be — outdoors.



OWU 2 SPRING 200816

From the JayWalk >>

It’s a Presidential voting year, 
ergo an OWU Mock Convention 
year. And so, it is the party 
currently out of office for which 
conventioneers rally and lobby, 
with much spirit.

OWU’s first Mock Convention 
was held in 1884. Designed as 
an educational tool and a social 
event, students, faculty, and 
staff members of varying party 
affiliations, discuss and debate 
wide-ranging issues And this 
year was no exception.

It is an Obama-Edwards 
ticket for Ohio Wesleyan! 
Kudos to all convention 
planners and participants, 
for what was a successful 
Mock Convention. To view 
the convention photo gallery, 
please visit http://gallery.owu.
edu/Mock2008.html.
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2008
Mock Convention
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Clark is one of 2,000 scientists on the 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change (IPCC) who are co-recipients of 
the 2007 Nobel Peace Prize, along with 
former U.S. Vice President Al Gore.

The Norwegian Nobel Committee 
decided that the Nobel Peace Prize of 
2007 would be shared in two equal 
parts, between the IPCC and Al Gore 
“for their efforts to build up and dis-
seminate greater knowledge about 
man-made climate change, and to lay 
the foundations for measures that are 
needed to counteract such change.”

Clark was a member of the scientific 
team for the IPCC Third Report, “Meth-
odological and Technological Issues in 
Technology Transfer,” issued in 2000. 
He co-wrote one chapter of the report 
and co-edited another.

In a letter to “Authors, Review Editors, 
and Support Staff of the IPCC Working 
Group III assessment reports,” Ogun-
lade Davidson and Bert Metz, co-chairs 
of IPCC Working Group III, commend 
the group and reference their work, 
noting “This makes all of you a Nobel 
Laureate.” The letter continues, “This 
award is not just for those that contrib-
uted to earlier IPCC WG III reports…

OWU Alumnus Recognized by Nobel Committee
Woodrow “Woody” Clark II ’67 recently 
reached one of his lifetime goals.

which provided the foundation for the 
current recognition of IPCC as an au-
thoritative voice on the climate system, 
the impacts of climate change and ways 
to avoid it.”

“After that, I was asked to be the direc-
tor of a report for the newly formed 
UN Framework Convention for Climate 
Change (FCCC), which now is putting 
together the Kyoto Accords and their 
revisions,” says Clark.
   
Clark received his B.A. degree from Ohio 
Wesleyan, majoring in politics and gov-
ernment and economics. He has mas-
ters degrees from Roosevelt University 
(political science), Loyola University in 
Chicago (administration/education), and 
his doctorate from the University of Cali-
fornia (anthropology/education). Clark 
has been involved in international legal 
and financial issues surrounding global 
warming and climate change since the 
early 1990s. He currently is the founder/
managing director (CEO) of Clark Strate-
gic Partners, a full service strategic plan-
ning company devoted to environmental 
and energy infrastructures. Clark also is 
a fellow at the Milken Institute, a pub-
licly supported, independent think-tank 
in Santa Monica, California. He has held 
positions in the California Governor’s 

Office of Planning and Research and at 
the Lawrence Livermore National Labo-
ratory, U.S. Department of Energy in 
Livermore, California.
   
“Tom Courtice, OWU’s 14th president, 
once said in response to Dr. Sherwood 
Rowland ’48, winner of the 1995 No-
bel Prize in Chemistry, that ‘it is just 
our type of undergraduate liberal arts 
education that produces Nobel Laure-
ates through our role in strengthening 
students’ creativity and sensitivity to 
broader societal issues’,” recalls David 
Robbins, interim president and provost. 
“Indeed, over 37 Nobel Laureates have 
come from graduates of liberal arts 
colleges,10 from colleges within our 12-
college Great Lakes Colleges Association 
(GLCA) consortium, with seven prizes 
since 1980. Dr. Rowland became a Nobel 
Laureate for his work in atmospheric 
chemistry, particularly concerning the 
formation and decomposition of the 
ozone layer.”

Photo of Woody?

>>
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“Alumni have created a path for us and 
can teach and provide us with many new 
opportunities that we may not other-
wise have. Some of the best lessons in 
life that we learn are from the words of 
those who came before us.”

Highlights of the month-long celebration 
included a kick-off lunch discussion with 
speaker-educator Gloria Long-Groves; 
Multicultural Prospective Student Week-
end, co-sponsored by the Offices of Ad-
mission and Financial Aid and Minority 
Student Affairs; first annual poetry slam 
for established poets and poets-in-the 
making; Rafiki Wa Afrika’s Cultural Fest; 
a community dialogue about dispari-
ties in the law and media; and a lecture 
by Na’im Akbar, internationally known 
author, historian, and scholar.
   

From speakers to a poetry slam to food 
and great music, there was something 
to satisfy everyone’s interest during 
OWU’s Black History Month.

“Events were open to all, and we 
wanted people to look at the celebra-
tion as an opportunity to have fun and 
to learn,” says Terree Stevenson ‘95, 
interim director of minority student 
affairs. 

An offshoot of this year’s Black History 
Month celebration was the unveiling 
of a new alumni mentoring program 
offered through the Office of Minority 
Student Affairs.

“This is a chance for our students to 
connect with alumni mentors who 
have been through similar experiences 
at Ohio Wesleyan and can provide 
support,” says Stevenson. Her student 
assistant, Shade Fakunle ’10, agrees.

Celebrating 
Black History 
Month
Exploring our past. 
Understanding our present. 
Defining our future.
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Craig Luke ’85, senior examiner at the Federal Reserve Bank, 
spoke during Multicultural Weekend.

4

PLANS IN THE WORKS FOR

Black Family 
Weekend 2008 

We are looking for 
volunteers and mentors to 

be part of OWU’s 2008 Black 
Family Weekend and a special 
celebration of SUBA’s (Student 

Union on Black Awareness) 
40th anniversary

October 10-12, 2008
Please contact us if you would like to:

• help with programming for this weekend

• mentor students and recent graduates

• speak (alumni/parents) on our 

discussion panel

• recommend inductees (alumni/faculty/

staff members) into the SUBA Hall of Fame

Call the Office of Minority Stu-
dent Affairs at (740) 368-3151 

or contact Terree Stevenson at 
tlsteven@owu.edu for more 

information. 
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Ohio Wesleyan’s 
Sixteenth President: 
Rockwell “Rock” Jones
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that good work while capturing the 
energy of loyal alumni and devoted 
faculty and staff members,” says 
Jones. All of this, while keeping the 
needs and welfare of our students at 
the forefront. 
   
“We need to connect with students 
in all aspects of their lives,” he 
says. “They benefit from professors 
who are devoted to teaching, who 
are rigorous in classroom expecta-
tions, but who also want to know 
their students as human beings, 
and understand their lives beyond 
the classroom.” Strong institutional 
leadership is, he believes, at the core 
of a university’s success in advanc-
ing the interests of the community 
members, implementing strategic 
activities, and securing resources to 
fulfill the university’s vision.
      
“Being a college president was far 
from my mind until one day, our 
president suggested that I should 
think about it,” recalls Jones. The 
seed was planted and began to grow 
over the next few years. Enter Ohio 
Wesleyan.

 “As I heard about OWU’s presidency 
and eventually became a candidate 
for the position, I started to learn 

points to OWU’s institutional strength, 
teaching excellence, and rich history as 
contributing to the University’s poten-
tial for a bright future.
  

 “I’ve been interested in the institution’s 
planning processes under way, and see 
this as an opportunity for building on 

Long before OWU’s recent presidential 
search occurred, the University had 
secured a place on Rock Jones’ radar 
screen. As one of 40 liberal arts colleg-
es first showcased more than a decade 
ago in education reporter Loren Pope’s 
Colleges That Change Lives (CTCL),  Ohio 
Wesleyan was one of those colleges 
with which  Jones became acquainted 
as former vice president of enrollment 
and dean of admission and financial 
aid at Hendrix College in Conway, 
Arkansas.
      
Fast forward a few years. As Hendrix 
College’s executive vice president 
and dean of advancement since 2001, 
Jones spearheaded a comprehensive 
campaign with capital components 
to reposition Hendrix as a leader in 
engaged liberal arts education. It is, 
as Pope writes, this kind of engaged, 
values-centered learning environment 
in which students thrive.    

“I was so impressed by those who 
represented Ohio Wesleyan at CTCL 
events, as well as the University’s focus 
on students and commitment to the 
residential undergraduate experience,” 
says Jones. “What makes a university 
such as Ohio Wesleyan so good is seen 
in the context of the undergraduate 
liberal arts experience.” He quickly 

Intrigued by the idea of moving the University 
forward in a powerful way, Rockwell “Rock” Jones 
is energized and eager to take the helm as Ohio 
Wesleyan’s sixteenth President later this summer. 
Please meet Rock and his wife, Melissa Lollar Jones.

Rock and Melissa Lollar Jones
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even more about the University. And 
the more I learned, the more strongly 
I felt that this might be the right fit, 
both for me and my family as well as 
for Ohio Wesleyan.” His wife Melissa 
Lollar Jones agrees.
  
 “We talked about Rock’s desire to be 
a college president, and that if this is 
what he really wanted, he must apply 
for it,” she says, describing their posi-
tive feelings during an incognito walk 
through OWU’s campus one day. She 
speaks thoughtfully about her hus-
band’s talents and strengths.
   
“Rock is a good listener, a consensus 
builder, a visionary, decisive while 
making decisions in the context of 
counsel, and a good communicator,” 
says Lollar Jones. Diplomacy is another 
of his strong suits, she adds.
   
As the presidential search process 
continued, members of the OWU com-
munity had an opportunity to meet 
the three finalists in campus open 
sessions.
  
“The search process was wonderful,” 
says Jones, applauding the work of 

both OWU’s search team and Susan 
Resneck Pierce, who represented the 
search firm, and helped the team de-
velop a pool of presidential candidates.
  
 “The candidate pool was unusually 
strong, but Rock was the unhesitating 
and unanimous choice of the commit-
tee and the board,” says Resneck Pierce. 
“He will be a splendid president.” 
OWU’s Board of Trustees chair agrees.
  
 “Rock’s success in so many areas 
critical to Ohio Wesleyan—alumni 
relations and fundraising, admission 
and retention, and student affairs—im-
pressed the search committee immedi-
ately,” says Kathe Law Rhinesmith ’64.
    
For the Joneses, both alumni of Hen-
drix, this is a bittersweet time as they 
prepare to depart from long-time 
friends and family, and their Arkansas 
home. Their youngest daughter Anna, 
14, will start 10th grade in the Dela-
ware school system next year; Alissan 
21, is a senior at Hendrix, majoring in 
elementary education; and Christo-
pher 18, will be a freshman next year 
at Hendrix. Both Rock and Melissa 
began preparing a very supportive 

and enthusiastic Anna for their possible 
move to Ohio as the search progressed.  
   
“Change requires putting yourself in a 
new situation when the time is right. But 
that is how you grow,” says Lollar Jones, 
who earned a bachelor of arts degree in 
English and also has taught high school 
English.  In addition, she has worked at 
both the Arkansas State Library and the 
county library in Durham, North Caro-
lina where the family resided while Rock 
pursued his master of divinity degree at 
Duke University. (He also holds a Ph.D. 
in educational administration from the 
University of Texas-Austin). Thoroughly 
enjoying her library work, Lollar Jones 
chose to be at home with their children 
as they are growing up.
  
 “I love being with them, but when it is 
time for them to go [out on their own] it 
will be OK.” 
  
With periodic campus visits being 
planned during the next few months, 
OWU’s new President envisions the first 
30 days of his presidency as time to get 
acquainted and listen.
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SAVE THE DATE
Inauguration of 
Ohio Wesleyan’s 

Sixteenth President: 
Rock Jones

Friday, October 10, 2008
Details to follow

“I want to learn about the culture 
and values that people hold dear, 
as well as their aspirations.”
  
Dr. Rockwell Jones, sixteenth President of Ohio Wesleyan University
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Peggy Beamer Juergens ’38
will Be missed

“I want to learn about the culture and 
values that people hold dear, as well 
as their aspirations,” he says. And get-
ting to know Ohio Wesleyan alumni — 
“those who represent accomplishments 
of the past and hopes for the future”— 
is very high on his list of priorities.
  
 “I believe the most important thing a 
leader does at a place like Ohio Wes-
leyan is capture the best thinking and 
highest aspirations of all who are asso-
ciated with OWU and work with them 
to articulate a vision that advances 
the best interest of the University and 
students we serve,” says Jones. “It is 
ultimately important for us to offer an 
education providing the greatest pos-
sible value for our students, and to give 
them and their parents the best pos-
sible return on the investment of their 
tuition dollars.”
   
For more about Ohio Wesleyan’s 
sixteenth President, Rock Jones, 
please visit our Web site at:
www.owu.edu/RockJones.

Recently, I attended the annual Ohio 
Wesleyan luncheon in Naples, Florida 
as I have for many years. As always, 
it was a warm and spirited gather-
ing of folks with at least one thing in 
common—the love of our alma mater. 
While I had a delightful time connect-
ing with old friends and making some 
new ones, I felt the absence of one 
very special alumna, Peggy Beamer 
Juergens, Class of 1938, who passed 
away in September 2007.

Last February, I had the honor of 
presenting Peggy with a crystal Ohio 
Wesleyan bell and thanking her for 
continually “ringing the service bell 
for Ohio Wesleyan in the Florida area.” 
Peggy has been instrumental in the 
long-standing success of the annual 
west coast Florida alumni gathering. 
We’ll be forever grateful to her for all 
she did to establish the strong tradi-

tion of gathering Ohio Wesleyan 
friends together each year. Her 
presence was missed this afternoon, 
and her absence will continue to be 
felt on the first Saturday of February 
each year in Naples, Florida.

“I often thought of the OWU alumni 
family as a unified web of loyal 
interests, spread across a map of the 
United States and the world. In that 
regard, Peggy Juergens signaled a 
destination on that map for all OWU 
supporters who passed through, 
visited, or resided on the West Coast 
of Florida. She was unrelenting and 
unabashed in her expressions of 
enthusiasm for her alma mater. Her 
death creates a break in the web that 
will be difficult to repair,” says former 
OWU president Tom Courtice.

Champions. Again.
FOR THE SEVENTH TIME, BATTLING BISHOP SCHOLAR-ATHLETES HAVE CAPTURED 
THE NCAC ALL-SPORTS TROPHY WITH:
 
•  Top-5 finishes in 16 of 22 sports  •  Top-2 finishes in 10  •  Championships in six

Keep the winning tradition alive with 
your generous contribution to TEAM OWU.

Call (740) 368-3944, e-mail teamowu@owu.edu 
or give online at http://teamowu.owu.edu.

Celebrate Their Success. 

by Annie Griffith Seiler ’75
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“Dad also taught me about bouncing 
back after defeat,” recalls Steve, who 
played football for OWU’s Coach Jack 
Fouts ’45 and now is head women’s 
basketball coach at Indiana University in 
South Bend.

“My father taught me to be humble, and 
not draw attention to myself, and how 
important it is to serve others and put 
the cause above yourself,” says Steve, 
who also tells the story of his father’s 
opportunity to play pro football long ago, 
just before he was drafted to serve in the 
Korean War. Besides his ongoing con-
nection to OWU, Dale also was travel-
ing secretary for Phi Gamma Delta, and 
Steve remembers their move to Wash-
ington, D.C., during his younger years so 
his father could work at the fraternity’s 
national headquarters.

“My dad is so organized, positive, and 
always one step ahead in his thinking 
and planning,” says Steve. “I try to be just 
like that.”

For more information about the Dale J. 
Bruce Scholar-Athlete Endowment, con-
tact: Mark Shipps ’70, vice president for 
university relations at (740) 368-3310 or 
mhshipps@owu.edu

Pam Besel is Director of Internal Communications and 
Editor of the Ohio Wesleyan Magazine in the Office of 
University Communications..

top male and female senior athletes. As 
always, this year’s top scholar-athletes 
will each bring a selected professor to 
the banquet.

“I’m involved with this event as an 
alumnus and former member of OWU’s 
football team, and as one who was 
coached on a Chagrin Falls high school 
basketball team by Dale Bruce,” says 
John Thomas ’61, also a University 
Trustee. “As assistant football coach 
and head basketball coach, Dale Bruce 
took the team to the Final Four,” recalls 
Thomas, who, along with several other 
Ohio Wesleyan alumni, felt strongly 
that OWU needed to do something spe-
cial to honor this special person.

“Each time we call on people to tell 
them about this wonderful endowment, 
we universally tap into the greatest feel-
ings of respect for Dale. It is refreshing 
and very emotionally uplifting.”

For Alumni “W” Association president 
John Kercher ’63 “It is Dale’s unselfish 
giving that one notices.” That and the 
fact that OWU’s niche as a place where 
scholar-athletes thrive has become 
noted and appreciated. Kercher is proud 
of the fact that the University’s top 50 
student-athletes have an average GPA 
of 3.78. And Steve Bruce ’81, Dale’s son, 
is proud of his dad’s ongoing emphasis, 
since he can remember, on the impor-
tance of excelling both on the playing 
field and in the classroom.

Compassion. Simplicity. Humility.
Those are the resonating descriptions 
of Dale Bruce ’52, among those who 
have the good fortune of knowing him. 

Also well worth noting is Bruce’s 55 
years of continuous devotion to Ohio 
Wesleyan, particularly in support 
of OWU’s scholar-athletes. It is that 
sustained level of support and commit-
ment that prefaces the establishment 
of an endowment that recognizes and 
honors Bruce’s contributions.
  
“This endowment is being created by 
his colleagues, friends, peers, and sup-
porters to recognize annually those 
students who follow in Dale’s foot-
prints as genuine scholar-athletes,” 
says Roger Ingles, OWU’s athletics 
director. Income from the endowment 
will provide funding for the annual 
spring Dale J. Bruce Scholar-Athlete 
Banquet set for April 24 this year—
which, as Ingles explains, honors “the 
best of the best among Ohio Wesleyan 
scholar-athletes.”

One of the awards given to the most 
outstanding scholar-athlete to rec-
ognize academic excellence, strong 
character, dedication to others, and 
leadership abilities is the Dale J. Bruce 
Presidential Award. But there are many 
other awards that recognize the top 
50 men and women scholar-athletes 
(GPA-based); the top GPA team; the 
top five recognized for their leader-
ship, character, and service; and the 

New Endowment Being Created to Fund 
Dale J. Bruce Scholar-Athlete Banquet 

By Pam Besel
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BEST-SELLING AUTHOR AND AWARD-WINNING JOURNALIST 
Contributes $1-Million Estate Gift to OWU
“Jean Carper ’53 is a great friend and 
enthusiastic supporter of her alma 
mater—and one of the great gems of 
Key West,” says Evan Corns ’59, another 
OWU great friend and supporter.  Her 
recent $1,000,000 bequest to benefit 
the arts at Ohio Wesleyan through 
her estate is one example of just how 
much OWU means to her. Carper was, 
in fact, a speech major at Ohio Wesley-
an, with additional interests in the fine 
arts, music, and theatre.

Best-selling author of 23 books focused 
mostly on nutrition, Carper’s ground-
breaking best-selling book, The Food 
Pharmacy, published in 1988, brought to 
light evidence about the pharmacologi-

cal activity of common foods. Additional 
best-sellers include Stop Aging Now! and 
Food—Your Miracle Medicine. Carper has 
been a USA Weekend columnist on nutri-
tion and a medical on-air correspondent 
for CNN in Washington, D.C., and re-
ceived the ACE award from the cable TV 
industry for excellence in investigative 
reporting for a series on brain cancer.

Receiving the prestigious Distinguished 
Achievement Citation award from Ohio 
Wesleyan in 1999, Carper was cited as… 
“A crusading and pioneering journalist, 
mostly in the field of health and nutri-
tion, and a major force in enlightening 
the public about the latest scientific 
discoveries involving diet, food, and vita-

mins as causes and cures of our mod-
ern epidemic of chronic diseases…. .”
“Jean is another example of a commit-
ted alumna who recognizes the value 
of her OWU education,” says Mark 
Shipps ’70, vice-president of university 
relations at Ohio Wesleyan.

Jean Carper resides in Washington, 
D.C. and Key West, Florida.

“Whether involved with the Key West 
Film Society or Sculpture Key West, 
Jean’s enthusiastic leadership provides 
extremely positive results for these 
and other Key West initiatives,” says 
Corns.

Fred and Marilyn Meek Webster ’63 recently created a Charitable 
Remainder Unitrust for which Ohio Wesleyan serves as trustee.  
When they no longer require the income, the funds willl be added 
to the Endowed Fund for the Directorship of the Ross Art Museum, 
and will benefit the University in perpetuity. 

If you are interested in finding out how you can benefit both 
Ohio Wesleyan and yourself through a planned gift, please contact
the Office of Gift Planning at (740) 368-3078 or e-mail us at 
giftplanning@owu.edu.

You’re in Good Company

“I love Ohio Wesleyan, and am grateful for all 
the opportunities it gave me. I am so happy to see 
the development of the Ross Art Museum, and am 
excited that I can contribute to its success through 
our planned gift.”
                     —Marilyn Meek Webster ’63



Gifts and Gratitude >>

For Professor Emeritus of Fine Arts 
Marty Kalb, the relationships he 
formed with his students made his 
teaching experience at Ohio Wesleyan 
extraordinary.

That’s why upon his retirement in 
2007, it was fitting to create the Marty 
Kalb Purchase Fund. “The fund pro-
vides money to purchase student 
art—based on faculty recommenda-
tions—for a permanent collection on 
campus,” explains vice president for 
university relations Mark Shipps, ’70. 
“It’s a wonderful way to get careers 
started in the art department.” 

“It would be significant for any under-
graduate student to have his or her 
work purchased,” says Professor of Fine 
Arts Jim Krehbiel. “To know that your 
work is of a caliber to be purchased 
and to have that art displayed in a per-
manent collection at your alma mater 
is an honor. Artists can recall their 
first purchase as if it were yesterday—
it’s very important to their art careers.” 

Glenn Entis ’76 is one such artist who 
remembers his first sale with fond-
ness. Now a senior vice president at 
Electronic Arts, Entis’s first sale was 
through Ohio Wesleyan. “Every year, 
Jarvis Stewart and his wife, Madge, 
would choose one piece of student art 
to purchase for their home,” he recalls. 

“At the end of my freshman or sopho-
more year, they bought one of my draw-
ings. I charged them $25, and it was the 
best $25 I ever made. The fact that they 
would pay me for my drawing gave me a 
tremendous amount of confidence. I still 
wasn’t sure of myself at that time, and 
that initial purchase influenced me to 
keep pursuing art.” 

Entis is also grateful for the impact Kalb 
made on his career. “Marty has had a 
tremendous influence on me,” says Entis. 
“He’s taught me things he’s probably not 
even aware of. Marty is tough, but he is 
fiercely critical and fiercely respectful at 
the same time. He comes at you not with 
hacksaws, but with sharp surgical tools 
to dissect your work.” 

Kalb’s influence on Entis prompted Entis 
to make a lead gift for the Marty Kalb 
Purchase Fund. “The first reason is obvi-
ously to honor Marty. Every year there 
will be an event that is fresh and people 
will think about him,” says Entis. “But 
the second reason is the collection itself. 
There will be a cross-section of student 
art, which will be part of Marty’s legacy 
at Ohio Wesleyan.”  

“We are grateful for Glenn’s gift, and we 
couldn’t have established this fund with-
out him,” Shipps says. “Ideally, we’d like 
to grow the fund to $5,000 a year.” 

When Kalb first learned of the fund 
named in his honor, he says he was 
completely surprised. “I was humbled 
and enormously honored,” he recalls. 
“Though I saw each personal con-
nection with each student as its own 
reward, the idea of my name being 
associated with an ongoing award that 
recognizes future students for their 
artistic achievements is an enormous 
tribute for which I am most grateful.”

Kalb is also excited about the benefits 
of the fund. “This endowment and the 
collection that it will develop will pro-
vide wonderful benefits to students, the 
department, and the University com-
munity,” he says. “Individual students 
whose work is selected will receive a 
tangible statement of confidence their 
professors have in the quality of their 
work, as well as a cash award to help 
defray educational and studio ex-
penses. The Fine Arts Department will 
benefit by having a permanent collec-
tion of excellent student artwork that 
can be used for display in the Fine Arts 
facility, and for teaching, and recruiting 
purposes. The University community 
will benefit as the collection grows, by 
having examples of student artwork 
located in public spaces throughout the 
campus.” 

Ericka Kurtz is Assistant Director of University 
Communications and Assistant Editor of the Ohio 
Wesleyan Magazine.

The Marty Kalb Purchase Fund

OWU 2 SPRING 200826



Published works of OWU students, alumni, and faculty

OWU 2 SPRING 2008

>> In Writing

27

horrible, but as lessons. I realized that for 
him, these experiences were an apprentice-
ship. And that’s the day he separated from 
me.”

The language in Coal Black Horse is both 
concrete and elusive. “I don’t really hear 
language,” Olmstead says. “I see it; I see how 
it will appear on the page, punctuation and 
all. There’s a tactile quality to it—a shapely 
appearance. I love words, particularly an-
tique words; I have my own sense of words I 
think are beautiful or felicitous.”

Through many drafts, Olmstead refined the 
language and made other decisions that 
resulted in a book that is both spare and 
rich. In the early drafts, events were located 
geographically, but as he continued to work, 
Olmstead removed the particulars. “I real-
ized that as a 14-year-old, Robey wouldn’t 
know precisely where he was going. That 
was authorial knowledge. And as those 
details came out, I had to find a new way to 
write the world.” 

His writing process includes “jotting things 
down in little notebooks, and then pushing 
the words around, working the language. 
I think in narrative, not ideas, so if I don’t 
have the sentence, the idea isn’t any good to 
me.”

Olmstead is “grateful” for the book’s recep-

Debuting last year to rhapsodic reviews 
from The New York Times, the Chicago Tribune, 
and The New Yorker, Robert Olmstead’s Coal 
Black Horse has been described as “brilliant,” 
“compelling,” and fashioned of a “fresh and 
vital language.” In the last few months, 
the book has won the Heartland Prize for 
fiction; was the number one pick by Book 
Sense, the national trade journal for inde-
pendent booksellers; and was chosen by the 
Hamilton County Public Library as the 2008 
selection for its On the Same Page Cincin-
nati program. Olmstead also has completed 
a major book tour.

Heady stuff. But before the reviews, the 
tour, and the acclaim came the work. And 
it was work that began more than a decade 
ago. “This book was hard won,” Olmstead 
says. “It wouldn’t let go of me and I wouldn’t 
let go of it.

“I’ve always written about boys going in 
search of their fathers,” he continues. 
“Robey Childs [the book’s protagonist], at 
14, was leaving what he knew to go out 
and experience the world as he brought his 
father home from the field of battle in the 
Civil War. In that way, he was sort of like 
me. I was leaving my world to experience 
the 19th century.”

At one point in the writing, Olmstead says, 
“Robey began to see his experiences not as 

Coal Black Horse, by Robert Olmstead, 
published by Algonquin Press, April 10, 
2007.

Coal Black Horse

tion. “When Algonquin called to tell me 
about the Heartland Prize, they asked if 
they could put me on speakerphone,” he 
says. “My first thought was that some-
thing had gone horribly wrong. I was 
very relieved when they told me what 
the call was about.”

Those who loved Coal Black Horse will be 
excited to learn that it’s the first book in 
a trilogy. The second must be delivered 
to the publisher this year.

Perhaps the most gratifying aspect of the 
book’s success is what happens at the 
readings, Olmstead says. “People say this 
book isn’t just about the Civil War, and 
the talk often turns to Iraq. It makes me 
happy to see strangers coming together 
over a work of art to discuss ideas like 
this.

“The country asks a great deal of its 
warriors like Robey’s father and grandfa-
ther—all the grandfathers, fathers, sons, 
and grandsons—our fellow citizens, who 
are decent people,” Olmstead continues. 
“We have to be wise when we call upon 
the people who are so willing and ready 
to go.”

Gretchen Hirsch is a writer in the Office of 
University Communications at Ohio Wesleyan.

Photo by Molly Uline-Olmstead
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Take Notice >>

OWU alumni work to help classmates acquire 
autism assistance dog.

Lisa Dellamora ’92 and 
Besame Mucho train for 
their Doggie Duathlon.

By Cole Hatcher
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and Whiskey, a tavern he owns in Put-in-
Bay, Ohio.

Both Dellamora and Knall credit their Ohio 
Wesleyan experience with teaching them 
the joys of helping others. 
“The sororities and fraternities were always 
doing something to better the lives of oth-
ers,” Dellamora says. “That’s not something 
I experienced in high school, but it helped 
make me who I am today. … It left a mark 
deep within my soul.”

Knall recalls feeling much the same, and 
today draws upon both her sorority experi-
ence and OWU journalism training to share 
information about autism. In 2006, she 
founded the first “Autism Speaks Walk Now 
for Autism” in Greater Hartford. Last year, 
she created a free Autism Awareness Boot-
camp to teach people how autism changes 
a family’s life.

Dellamora hopes to raise $10,000 for the 
“Help Me Help Jack” campaign – the full 
cost of breeding, training, and placing an 
autism assistance dog through the Con-
necticut-based North Star Foundation.

Though the foundation requires families 
to pay only half of an animal’s cost, Del-
lamora wants to help the Knalls fence in 
their backyard and pay for any follow-up 
training. Additional funds will be given to 
the foundation. Donations may be sent to 
Dellamora at 53 E. 97th St. #5C, New York, 
N.Y. 10029. Checks should be made out to 
North Star Foundation.

To learn more, visit www.helpmehelpjack.
com, or e-mail Dellamora at ldellamora@
nyc.rr.com or Knall at sknall@mac.com.

Cole Hatcher is Associate Director of Media and 
Community Relations in the Ohio Wesleyan Office 
of University Communications.

pected call from her former OWU sorority 
sister.

Dellamora, an education consultant and au-
thor living in New York, called after she was 
invited to participate with her dog, a Weima-
raner named Besame Mucho, in the inaugu-
ral Doggie Duathlon World Championships 
in July 2008.

Dellamora wanted to turn her “doggy du” 
participation into a fundraiser with a canine 
connection. And after she saw a tearful tes-
tament to the life-altering benefits of autism 
assistance dogs, she knew she had her cause.

“Lightning just started going off in my mind,” 
Dellamora recalls. And when she excitedly 
explained her plan, Knall verified that Jack 
would benefit from a furry friend.

“She literally started bawling,” Dellamora 
says. “Of course, once she started crying, I 
started crying. No one could say anything for 
a couple of minutes.”

Since getting the go-ahead, Dellamora has 
been working to share news about Jack and 
autism assistance dogs. She and Besame also 
have been training tirelessly for the July 20 
duathlon that will involve swimming 1,500 
meters of the Hudson River and running 
a 10-kilometer course in Central Park. The 
event is being held in conjunction with the 
2008 New York City Triathlon.

“I’ll be a faster swimmer,” says Dellamora, 
a member of the swim team while at Ohio 
Wesleyan, “but (Besame) will get me on the 
run.”

The fundraising efforts also have spread 
to involve OWU alumnus Scott Jackson, a 
fraternity brother of Mark Knall and frater-
nity big brother of Shannon Knall. Dellamora 
says Jackson plans to host a June 14 OWU 
reunion and fundraiser at The Goat Soup 

Shannon Leary Knall ’93 gets quiet as she 
searches for words to express her feelings.

“I just find it so amazing,” the Connecticut 
resident says. “I haven’t seen these people in 
so long, but they are still helping me.”

“These people” include Knall’s Delta Gamma 
sorority sister Lisa “Stella” Dellamora ’92 and 
Alpha Tau Omega big brother Scott Jackson 
’92. They are helping Knall and husband, 
Mark ’94, increase autism awareness and 
raise funds to obtain a trained autism as-
sistance dog for the Knalls’ seven-year-old 
son, Jack.

Jack was diagnosed with autism spectrum 
disorder at age 2½. Specifically, he has 
Asperger’s Syndrome.

As a result, Jack tends to avoid interaction 
with other children and often interacts with 
adults using only rote conversation. He also 
has sensory integration disorder and high 
levels of anxiety, leaving him unable to navi-
gate seemingly simple social situations. 

As a result, he has serious sleep issues. “My 
son doesn’t sleep,” Knall says. “He can’t turn 
his brain off. I can’t remember the last time 
he slept through the night.”

The Knalls believe an assistance dog will 
help calm Jack, allowing him to relax and 
rest.

The family previously explored getting an 
assistance dog, but the cost stopped them. 
With Jack plus two other sons to care for – 
Patrick, 3½, and Jameson, 1 – the family’s 
budget is tight. The cost of raising a child 
with autism, which often includes therapies 
not covered by insurance, is estimated at 
$50,000 a year.

So the family had decided to pass on a 
pooch, when Shannon Knall got an unex-

29
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Making the Most 
of Every Minute
Who among us 

doesn’t feel that 

they have more 

and more things to 

do and less time 

in which to 

do them?

By Mark Beckenbach ’81
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“There’s been a study table since before I’ve 
been here,” he says. “It’s run by the players.  
I’ve never been to it in 31 years.  The mentor 
program came next, probably 20 years ago, 
and the daytimer maybe eight years ago 
as a natural evolution from the other two 
things.
 
“The fall season is very hard, with teaching, 
coaching, and for a long time, serving as 
athletics director. It was hard for me to meet 
with every freshman as often as he needed 
or wanted, so it evolved into this program.”
 
Perhaps the most gratifying portion of Mar-
tin’s program is the way that some players 
continue with it even after they graduate. 
 
“Years later, some players mention this and 
the goal setting we do. They’ve learned how 
to incorporate this into their lives.
 
“It’s typical—many of the things we do in 
college the guys don’t get until years later.  
They always knew we did this but never 
knew why.”

Mark Beckenbach is Sports Information Director and  
Associate Director of Media Relations in the Ohio 
Wesleyan Office of University Communications.

“They have to go three times during the week,” 
Martin says. “If they don’t go three times, they 
can’t train on Friday, and if they don’t train on 
Friday, they can’t play on Saturday.”
 
If the student-athlete achieves at least a 2.5 
grade point average during the first semester, 
he is not required to continue the study table 
during the second semester.
 
“After the first semester, they seem to get 
the system,” Martin says. “We made these for 
freshmen at first, but now most of the players 
want them. Not everyone buys into it but we 
haven’t had academic problems. We’ve re-
ceived an academic team award from the Na-
tional Soccer Coaches Association of America 
the last seven years.”
 
Martin’s program doesn’t end there, though.  
Each of the team’s seniors is responsible for 
making a presentation on an academic topic 
to the team during preseason.
 
“It helps both the seniors with their commu-
nity skills and the freshmen with a source of 
campus knowledge.”
 
The program isn’t a recent innovation by Mar-
tin, but one which has evolved over time.
 

Time management is becoming more im-
portant, and Ohio Wesleyan men’s soccer 
coach Jay Martin has built a program that 
teaches his players time management skills 
from their first days on campus.
 
The program’s first step is a mentoring pro-
gram that matches an upperclassman with 
each freshman player.
 
“We try to find a common thread (between 
the mentor and the incoming player),” 
Martin says. “The mentor’s job is to meet 
with the freshman four times during the 
first semester. What this does is provide the 
freshman with reliable information from 
someone who cares. Mentors will take this to 
the next level and talk to professors and find 
out how the freshman is doing. Most of the 
mentors take it very seriously.”
 
The second portion of the program is a day 
planner custom-made by Martin. “Inside, we 
put in all of our games, travel details, and 
academic deadlines. We ask every mentor 
to sit down with their freshman and put in 
all the information from every syllabus, and 
they have to keep the planner up to date.”
 
Players are responsible for entering every 
grade from each one of their classes, and 
Martin reviews the planners to make certain 
they are kept current.
 
“If (the planner) isn’t kept up to date, they 
don’t practice that day and they have to stay 
in the locker room to update the book.”
 
What may seem like micromanagement to 
an incoming freshman is actually teaching 
time management skills.
 
“This isn’t done to look over their shoul-
der, but to help them through their first 
year,” Martin says. “I think the most difficult 
semester for a student is the first semester.  
They come from an environment where they 
go to school and everything is planned from 
8 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.; then they get here and 
they think they have all this free time.  They 
have to understand early in their academic 
lives that they need to manage and budget 
time or they’re going to get swallowed. If 
you’re failing midterms or get under a 2.0 
your first semester, you’re in big trouble.”
 
The program’s third stage is a study table 
that runs from Sunday through Thursday.

31

“. . . Years later, some 
players mention the 
goal setting we do. 
They’ve learned to 
incorporate this into 
their lives.”
            —Jay martin
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ExErciSing 
tHE Mind By Ann Marcum

In sports performance, as in life, 

sometimes it’s the thought that counts. 

Carefully-planned “mental gymnastics” 

can turn the IDEA of success into a reality 

and the idea takes on a life of its own.

Dick Gordon ’52

Jon Whithaus ’91



By Ann Marcum
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putt. Free throw shooters in basketball and 
kickers in football experience the same type of 
pressure, especially due to the strategic use of 
timeouts by the opposing team. 

“We call that a pre-shot routine,” says Gordin, 
referring to the mental state golfers—and other 
athletes—must  put themselves into on game 
day. “Once you start, the mind is off. Great 
players slow down on the entire day of compe-
tition.” 

“To do it right, it’s not just about what you see,” 
says Whithaus, who encourages his players to 
visualize success through repetitive movement 
and state of mind. “You have to feel it. You have 
to put yourself in a situation where you work 
up an emotion so that when it really happens, 
you know how to deal with it.” 

Over the years, Gordin and Whithaus have seen 
this tactic have a positive result not only on 
their athletes’ physical performance, but also in 
the classroom. 

“It’s not just an accident that [the athletes] can 
get an A,” says Whithaus, of the academic side 
of competition. “It’s a series of activities or pro-
cesses that work for them. A few mistakes don’t 
throw them off.” 

Kyle Martin ’09, who has earned All-American 
status and was the 2007 NCAC Player of the 
Year in golf, has seen the benefits of “mental 
gymnastics” firsthand. 

“The mind is definitely the most important part 
of the game,” says Martin, a psychology major 
with a concentration in sports science. “You 
can use visualization to see yourself being suc-
cessful on the course or in the classroom.” 

“We’re trying to get them to do the right things 
the right way,” says Gordin. “We really want 
[our athletes] to enjoy what they’re doing.”

Call it visualization, mental preparation, or 
even “mental gymnastics,” the result remains 
the same. Ohio Wesleyan’s athletes leave the 
University better prepared for success, both  
physically and academically, than they ever 
expected.  

Ann Marcum is Assistant Director of Media and 
Community Relations at Ohio Wesleyan.

Today’s competitive sports call for more 
than just physical ability, a notion that Dick 
Gordin ’52, started pushing at Ohio Wesleyan 
University more than a half-century ago. 

“In sports when I started, we taught fun-
damentals, not mental preparation,” says 
Gordin, who developed an interest in the 
psychological side of athletics while pursuing 
his doctorate. Gordin taught on Ohio Wes-
leyan’s faculty, served as athletic director, 
and coached multiple sports at the University 
from 1954 until 1993. 

What Gordin has dubbed “mental gymnas-
tics” involves preparing an athlete’s mind for 
the challenge of competitive sports. Rather 
than focusing purely on physical ability, the 
concept encourages athletes to visualize 
success and remain relaxed despite outside 
factors. The goal is to make the mental and 
physical state as routine as possible, allowing 
the athlete to replicate that feeling as neces-
sary. 

Jon Whithaus ’91, head coach of Ohio 
Wesleyan’s golf team, likens the concept to 
driving an automobile in inclement weather. 
Although it is a routine behavior that doesn’t 
require much thought for an experienced 
driver, throw a couple inches of snow into the 
mix, and the driver may begin to doubt his or 
her ability. It’s similar to the discouragement 
a golfer feels after a bad shot. 

The best athletes, says Whithaus, have a dis-
tinct break between what he calls the “game” 
and the “office.” In the “game,” athletes 
are playing for a love of the sport and not 
pressured to perform at a certain level. The 
“office,” on the other hand, includes the chal-
lenges, such as staying under par,that come 
along with competitive play. 

“Our coaching and instructional time is only 
about 10 percent focused on fundamen-
tals; 90 percent is mental preparation,” says 
Whithaus, who has headed the golf program 
at Ohio Wesleyan for 11 years. A five-time 
NCAC Coach of the Year, Whithaus played for 
Gordin as an undergraduate.  

Another key issue is being able to juggle 
emotions in a slow-paced game, such as golf, 
when athletes have several minutes to men-
tally process a lousy drive or a miscalculated 
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The Peter Hauck ’52 
Baseball Press Box 
and the Margaret 
Pickett Sagan ’48 

Softball Complex 
will be dedicated 

Saturday, April 19, 2008. 

 

The Press Box dedication 

ceremony will take place at 11:45 am 

prior to the men's baseball game 

versus Kenyon. (It is a double-

header, beginning at noon).

 

The Softball Complex dedication 

ceremony will take place 

at 12:45 prior to the women's 

softball game versus Hiram. 

(The game begins at 1 pm).

2

2

Men’s Soccer Reunion 
and Alumni Game

Saturday, April 26
ON CAMPUS

Please check the Alumni Events 
page for more information: 

http://alumni.owu.edu/events.html
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APRIL

Tuesday, April 8, 2008—On Campus

Join the Columbus Monnett Club in the Monnett 
Room in OWU’s Mowry Alumni Center. Be a 
guest of OWU for dinner and a special evening 
on campus with the OWU a cappella group, 
“The Owtsiders.” The event will begin at 6:30 
p.m. Please RSVP with Janice Thome Kisting ’93 
at (614) 841-1480.

Friday, April 11—On Campus
A reception and celebration of the many 
contributions of Denny Radabaugh and Sally 
Waterhouse. We hope to prepare a photographic 
tribute to their many adventures, whether in the 
Galapagos and the lowlands of South America, 
the midnight swamps of Delaware County, 
or the classrooms of Ohio Wesleyan. For this 
purpose we need your help. If you have photo-
graphs you would be willing to lend for inclusion 
in the show or anecdotes you would be willing 
to share, please send them to:

 Jed Burtt or David Markwardt
 Department of Zoology
 Ohio Wesleyan University
 Delaware, OH  43015-2390
 Or e-mail them to:
 Jed: ehburtt@owu.edu
 David: ddmarkwa@owu.edu

Calendar of Events

** If you are interested in coordinating an event in your city, contact the Alumni 
Relations Office at (740) 368-3325 or e-mail alumni@owu.edu

1  New York: (l to r) Robert Gillespie ’66 and Zibby Farran Tozer ’64.  2  New York 3: (l to r) Jonathan 
Noble ’06 and Alexandria Wise ’05.  3  Naples 1: Brothers of Sigma Phi Epsilon enjoy lunch at Naples. 

4  Naples 3:  President-Elect Rock Jones, his wife Melissa Lollar Jones, and Evan Corns ’59. 5  New 
York: Alumni celebrated in true OWU style.  6  Naples 4:  Sisters of Kappa Alpha Theta catch up during 
the annual alumni lunch in Naples. 7  Naples 2: David Griffiths ’51 and Interim President David Robbins. 

8  Cleveland: Suzy Walbridge Blake ’85 and her family unpack boxes of food. 9  Cleveland 2:  Mark ’02 
and Jenny Holefich pack the food for families in need. 

MAY

May 16-18 On Campus – 
ALUMNI WEEKEND! 

Everyone is invited to return to campus to 
renew friendships and participate in all the 
festivities. Classes ending in “3” and “8” will 
be featured as they celebrate their reunions. 
Visit our Web site at http://weekend.owu.edu/.

JUNE

Saturday, June 28—Cleveland, Ohio

Join alumni, families, and friends for a pre-
game picnic and tickets in the all-new Party 
Deck located down the first baseline for the 
Cleveland Indians vs. Cincinnati Reds game. 

AUGUST

Tuesday, August 5—Cincinnati, Ohio

Annual Summer picnic to welcome the incoming 
class of students to Ohio Wesleyan.  

Sunday, August 31—Cincinnati, Ohio 
Join alumni, families, and friends for a train 
ride and view the WEBN End of the Summer 
Fireworks in a very special way. Seating is 
limited, so reserve your seats today.

December 5  

New York City Holiday Party
OWU alumni, family, and friends gath-
ered for the annual New York City Holi-
day Party with special guest Interim 
President David Robbins. There was 
excitement in the air as we all toasted 
our alma mater and the holiday season. 

January 3

Cleveland, Ohio, Food Bank
Nearly 30 alumni and their families 
volunteered at the Cleveland Food Bank 
during the holiday season. 

February 2

Naples Luncheon with 
Rock Jones
Ninety alumni gathered at the Quail 
Creek Country Club for their annual 
alumni luncheon, where they had the 
opportunity to hear from our Interim 
President David Robbins. The invoca-
tion was given by our special guest 
President-Elect Rock Jones.
 

February 7

Cleveland Alumni 
with Craig Ramsay
Alumni gathered at the Union Club 
following “Super Tuesday” to hear Craig 
Ramsay, OWU Politics & Government 
professor, discuss the topic of “The 
2008 Presidential Election: Where Do 
We Go From Here?”
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On Saturday, February 9, 2008, Ohio 
Wesleyan University honored the 1988 
Men’s Basketball National Champion-
ship Team at the men’s basketball an-
nual alumni day. The day began with a 
large group of returning alumni donning 
their sneakers to take on the junior varsity 
team. In fact, it was such a large group that 
several alumni played with the current JV 
squad to “even out” the teams. In the end, 
the alumni won the game 105-93. 

The varsity game, versus Hiram College, 
was played before a large crowd of more 
than 1,000 people. The student-led Ohio 
Wesleyan Athletic Council accepted canned 
goods and cash donations in lieu of admis-
sion for the game. 

As the Bishops took a 49-32 half-time lead 
into the locker room, the University rec-
ognized the players, coaches, and student 
administrators from the 1988 National 
Championship team. Football coach Mike 
Hollway read the following statement on 
behalf of the OWU Athletic Department: 
“In the fall of 1984, a new collegiate athletic 
conference based on balance between 
academics, athletics, and a commitment to 
gender equity, emerged from the shadows 
of the Ohio Athletic Conference to begin 
play. That fall, at Ohio Wesleyan, six young 
freshmen entered our doors to begin a 
legendary march toward greatness. Dave 
Grim, Casey Lee, Mike Piatt, Lee Rowlinson, 
Scott Tedder, Chris Truskowski, and Mike 
Smith formed the nucleus of what would 
become Ohio Wesleyan’s first-ever national 
championship team. Soon, members from 
three additional classes joined them to 
form one of the greatest Division III basket-
ball teams in NCAA history.

There is no greater testament to their im-
pact on Ohio Wesleyan University basket-
ball history than to look upward at the east 
end of the gym to see the four consecutive 
conference championship banners they 
won from the 1984-85 season to 1987-88; 

the only four in OWU history. And of course, 
the ultimate success: the National Champi-
onship in 1988.

They became the first Division III Basketball 
team ever invited to the White House and 
met with then-president Ronald Reagan. 
They, more than any other program to that 
point in North Coast Athletic Conference 
history, brought legitimacy to the athletic 
programs of the NCAC and at Ohio Wesleyan 
University. They captured the hearts of the 
campus, the local community, and the nation 
in 1988.

Led by one of the finest gentlemen who ever 
coached at Ohio Wesleyan, Dr. Gene Mehaffey, 
the Ohio Wesleyan Athletic Department wel-
comes you back home and says, ‘Thanks!’”
Following the successful game against Hiram, 
close to 80 alumni, family and friends gath-
ered in the Benes Rooms of the Hamilton-
Williams Campus Center to reminisce and 
relive the great times from 1987-88. Team 

Members of the 1988 National Championship Team in attendance at the event were: Front Row – Student Manager, John Bolek ’88, 
Student Assistant Coach,  Mike Piatt ’88, Head Coach Gene Mehaffey, Dave Grim ’88, Casey Lee ’88, Scott Tedder ’88, Assistant 
Coach Larry Eberst. Back Row – Marc Sherwood ’90, Dirk Miller ’91, Jeff Sargeant ’90, Mark Slayman ’90, Dale Eilrich ’91, Steve 
Geiger ’91, Lee Rowlinson ’88, and Chris Truskowski ’88.

1988 MEN’S BASKETBALL NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP TEAM 

      Comes Home

captain and 1988 Division III Player of the 
Year, Scott Tedder reminisced about the great 
memories of being a team and how those 
feelings of being a team, continue to this day. 
Tedder provided an anecdote from when he 
played professional baseball. A reporter once 
asked him what it was like to play in the out-
field with Michael Jordan, probably the most 
famous athlete of our time. Scott replied, “It’s 
nice, but it doesn’t compare to winning a Na-
tional Championship at Ohio Wesleyan.”

Coach Mehaffey spoke of the defining mo-
ments of the season and how the team came 
together in the face of insurmountable odds 
to beat a University of Scranton team per-
ceived as the overwhelming favorites. Coach 
Mehaffey also mentioned how no one wanted 
the season to end; how they felt they needed 
to get ready for the next game. 

The evening ended with a slide show created 
20 years ago by then-assistant coach Larry 
Eberst and his brother. 
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>> Alumni Happenings

pass on the ohio wesleyan Tradition
Attending Ohio Wesleyan means more than receiving an outstanding education. 
It’s also about becoming part of a bigger family – the OWU family. 

Continue the Ohio Wesleyan tradition. Encourage talented students you know to 
consider OWU. Visit www.alumni.owu.edu/apart_studentref.html to refer them. 
It’s quick and it’s easy. 

After all, Ohio Wesleyan was a transformative part of your life. 
And that’s a tradition worth keeping alive. 
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OWU CONNECTIONS
 
If you are interested in planning an event in your city  
or have an idea for an alumni event, contact the coordi-
nator in your area. 

The Young Alumni Connections in each city focus on 
events for alumni who graduated within the last 10 
years. If your city isn’t listed and you would like to  
have an event in your area, contact the Alumni 
Relations Office at (740) 368-3325 or alumni@owu.edu.

Atlanta, GA: Howard M. Austin ’69, howard.austin.1969 
@owu.edu, (404) 434-0599; Andy Dunn ’00, AndyDunn@
Westminster.net; Drew Jackson ’81, drew.59@charter.net,  
(770) 967-8725; John Gordon ’76, john@gdp.com, (404) 
261-4746; Craig Luke ’85, craigluke@atl.frb.org; (404) 
294-9944; Kate Duello Roca ’01, katherine.duello.2001@
owu.edu

Baltimore, MD: Bridget Sommers ’95, (410) 212-3533, 
bridget@shindigonline.com; Elizabeth Phillips King ’91, 
(410) 224-7661, Elizabeth.phillips.1991@owu.edu 
 
Boston MA: Andrew Morrison ’85, (617) 566-6949,  
Andrew.morrison.1985@owu.edu; Kristen Shockley ’00, 
Kristen.Shockley@bc.edu 

Cape Cod and the Islands, MA: Neil Bantly ’52, (508) 896-
9753, nbantly@capecod.net; Kathe Law Rhinesmith ’64, 
(508) 945-5092, Kathleen.law.1964@owu.edu 

Chicago, IL: Emily Lewis Caragher ’98, chicagoemily@
hotmail.com; Sean F. Monahan ’92, seanfmonahan@ 
hotmail.com; Katy Corns Walker ’91, waddskaty@ 
comcast.net

Cincinnati, OH: Andrew Bolyard ’96 andrewbolyard@
hotmail.com; Pat Frasher ’66 and David ’65 Papoi, (513) 
232-2435, david.papoi.1965@owu.edu; Nancy Lowe ’57 and 
Bob ’56 Hancher, (513) 793-5081, nancy.lowe.1957@owu.
edu; robert.hancher.1956@owu.edu; Stacy Chubak Hin-
ners ’00, stacyhinners@yahoo.com; Laura Nienaber ’04, 
laura.nienaber.2004@owu.edu
 
Cleveland, OH: Eileen Callahan ’83, ecallahan@penton.
com
 
Columbus, OH: Erica Green ’04, legacy_couture@ 
hotmail.com, (740) 607-1766; Aaron Granger ’93,  
grangerhome@compuserve.com  

Dayton, OH: Jim Kirkland ’66, (937) 298-1381, kirkland@
siscom.com

Detroit, MI: Jeff Egdell ’96, jegdell@weirmanuel.com; 
Kat Dudzik ’03, (740) 803-2467, katowu2003@yahoo.com

St. Louis, MO: Clark Hotaling ’83, (314) 918-8561,  
chotaling@interiorinvestments.com

Hartford, CT: Jim Aspell ’83, (860) 233-3508, jaspell@aol.
com

Los Angeles/Orange County, CA: Mary Beth Skoch ’02, 
Marybeth@newcityamerica.com
 
Metropolitan New York: Walter “Skip“ Auch ’68, (203) 
869-9234, walterauch.1968@owu.edu

New Hampshire: Bob Gerseny ’78, (603) 746-3751, robert.
gerseny@citizensbank.com

Pittsburgh, PA: Matt Phillips ’92, (724) 778-0284, mphil-
lips@cohenlaw.com

San Francisco, CA: John Thomas ’61, (415) 925-2191, john.
thomas.1961@owu.edu; or Amy Archer ’00, amy.archer@
schwab.com

Washington, DC: Shana Heilbron ’02, (202) 547-1123, 
shana_heilbron@yahoo.com; Abby K. Moore ’06,  
akmoore7@yahoo.com

travel with us to ireland!
September 4-12, 2008

For more information, please call (800) 323-7373 
or go to, http://alumni.owu.edu/alumniJourneys.html.

IRELAND



Give a Gift . . . 
Transform a Life.

Support the Ohio Wesleyan Annual Fund today and change a student’s life forever.

http://annualfund.owu.edu/

“Attending Ohio Wesleyan was 

the best four years of my life. I 

played on a National Champion-

ship Basketball team and visited 

President Reagan in the Oval 

Office. I went on to play profes-

sional baseball for seven 

years for the White Sox, 

Indians, and Cubs or-

ganizations. I arrived at 

OWU as an 18-year old 

boy and left as a 22-year 

old man.”

— Scott Tedder, 1988
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