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Be n Go o dru m ~  E dit o r  In  Chie f  

I t ’ s 1:20 on a Thursday afternoon and nine OWU 
students willingly enter a third grade class room. 
They’ve all decided to spend their free time helping 
youngsters become better readers, and junior mathe-
maticians.  
     The third graders beam at the tutors as they cross 
the threshold, and watch them carefully as they 
choose where to sit. The ratio is not one-to-one so 
each college student takes on a group of four or five 
third graders. Today’s focus is a reading lesson, so 
each group gets to work with their tutor. Sitting on 
his knees, Freshman Robbie Shane listens intently as 
one of the third graders reads aloud from a Junie B. 
Jones story, a literal example of tutoring on the stu-
dent’s level.  
      The initiative, called “Buckeye Valley Reads,”  
began ten years ago and has been serving Buckeye 

Valley East Elementary School ever since. The program was developed under the America Reads! challenge 
campaign - a national literacy initiative. OWU students make the pilgrimage to 
Ashley, Ohio every Thursday afternoon because learning is more fun as a shared 
experience. Over the years, scores of third graders have gained a better grasp of 
reading, and a large number of Ohio Wesleyan tutors have benefitted from the ex-
perience as well. 
     A van load of 18 to 20 year olds working in a classroom full of people half their 
age is an inspiring sight if ever there was one. College students work especially well 
as tutors because they are walking examples of what can be achieved with good 
reading skills. It also helps that third graders are likely to look up to college stu-
dents, notes Buckeye Valley East’s reading specialist Laura Bain.  Mrs. Bain is con-
fident that the impact the tutors make is not just academic. The positive relation-
ships also foster social and emotional growth. These are some of the wonderful 
benefits of small group and individual tutoring. The tutors give the students the 
kind of individual attention that is often difficult for one teacher to provide.  The 
children provide a joyful break in the daily routine of being a college student. 
     The program is coordinated out of OWU’s Community Service Learning Office and led by Senior Aycan 
Garip. The student participants represent a wide range of majors including the natural and social sciences, 
education and humanities, which illustrates that you don’t have to be an expert in education to help others 
learn. OWU students would hardly have the opportunity to travel to the rural community of Ashley without 
the program, which makes Buckeye Valley Reads an excellent exercise in broadening perspectives for tutors 
and children alike. Suffice to say, everyone involved is grateful for this mutually beneficial, and obviously suc-
cessful service learning partnership. 

B u c k e y e  V a l l e y  R e a d s  w i t h  O W U  

Fall Semester’s team with reading specialist Laura Bain 
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PEOPLE IN NEED ~ 274 N. Sandusky Street ~ (740) 363-6284 
Now is a good time to donate canned goods, non-perishable foods, and taxable items such as diapers, 

paper towels, toothpaste/brushes, deodorant, shaving supplies, soap, laundry detergent, etc. 

Monetary Donations are also greatly needed and appreciated! 

Delaware’s Food Pantry, and so much more. 

OWU Campus Girl Scouts Making A Difference In Delaware 
 

   When Girl Scouts graduate from high school and move on to college, they can continue in the organization as adult 
volunteers.  At OWU, there was interest among former Girl Scouts to continue their involvement with the organization, 
as well as interest from students who had never been in Girl Scouts.  Co-Presidents, Erika Hankins and Kristen Lear 
wanted to organize a group to provide OWU students with a way to be involved with Girl Scouts, especially since there 
are so few Campus Girl Scout groups in the country.  
   “This year has been a time to get organized and re-
cruit members, and we are excited to continue to grow 
next year,” said Lear.  “Currently we have eight other 
members, besides the four officers. We would defi-
nitely love new members!”   
   The group meets every other Thursday at 8:00 pm in 
the Smith Piano Room. They meet to discuss their 
two elementary school troops and plan upcoming 
events.  In April they are hosting an event called 
"Healthy Me" for Junior Girl Scouts throughout the 
service unit. They will have an afternoon of activities 
focused on living well.  Stations will include exercise, 
healthy eating, and relaxation.  The campus group is 
very excited about this event, and hopes that the girls 
will have a great time. 
   The entire group has also attended a Junior troop 
meeting at Woodward Elementary to talk about their 
majors and career plans. “We had a great time talking with the girls, and it was great to see the girls get excited about 
what they want to do when they get older,” noted Kristen Lear.  The Campus troop runs two elementary Girl Scout 
troops, (a Brownie troop for 1st/2nd graders and a Junior troop for 3rd/4th graders), at Woodward Elementary School.  
Each troop meets weekly during their school lunch hour, and members from the OWU group lead these meetings and do 
programming activities with them that are planned out by the campus troop.  Past activities have included making an 
emergency kit, learning about hygiene, and learning Girl Scout songs. 
   When reached for comment, Donna Hughes of the Columbus Girl Scout office said, “The young ladies who make up 
the Campus Girl Scouts are not only committed to the mission of Girl Scouting, ‘building girls of courage, confidence, 
and character, who make the world a better place,’ but they want to make a difference in the lives of girls. Whether they 
fondly remember their days as girls in troops, or recently joined Girl Scouting for the first time, each one looks to share 
her experiences and to serve as a role model for those coming behind them. Girl Scouts of Ohio's Heartland are privi-
leged to count them among our dedicated volunteers.” 
   Members of the OWU Campus Troop are selling Girl Scout Cookies during the noon hour in the Ham-Will Campus 
Center during the week of March 16th through the 20th. The money from the cookie sales goes to the two troops at 
Woodward Elementary.  When asked about the traditional fundraiser, Kristen Lear said, “The money supports these 
troops and helps provide supplies for the activities during the meetings.  Girl Scouts is a great organization for girls to 
gain confidence in themselves and learn valuable life skills, so we hope that the OWU community will help us support 
these girls and give them the opportunities they deserve.”    

Jennifer Federer ‘09 helps a Woodward student turn around 3 times as 
part of the ritual to receive her Girl Scout pin on March 5th. 
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 “OWU Bowl For Kids‟ Sake” 

2009 
 
What is it? 

A fund-raiser to benefit the Delaware County Chapter of Big Brothers/Big Sisters*. 
 

When and Where is it? 
The 11th Annual “All Ohio Wesleyan Night” will be held Friday, April 3rd – 9:00 p.m. to 
Midnight at the Delaware Lanes Bowling Center located on Route 36/37 East  (Check-
in and lane assignments begin at 9:00 p.m. Bowling begins at 9:30.) 

 

How do we participate? 
Teams of five should register by filling out a Team Registration Sheet.   (One team per 
organization/department, please!)   
Don‟t Delay!  There are only 16 lanes and they get booked fast; several have already 
been reserved by last year‟s teams!  (One lane per organization/department.) 
Once the Registration Sheet is turned in, the Team Captain is given pledge sheets.  
Each team member should make it their goal to raise a minimum of $25 in pledges, but 
hopefully, each Organization/Department will help their team raise more!  
The Team Captain is responsible for making sure each team member has collected their 
pledges and that all the money is turned in on the night of April 3rd.  (Any checks 
should be made out to Big Brothers/Big Sisters.)   

 

What‟s in it for us? 
Individuals who raise $50 or more get a free BFKS T-shirt!  
The OWU Team that raises the most money gets a Bowling Trophy engraved with the 
name of their organization/department to keep for one year. 
Lots of fun, games and amazing prizes, like the famous jug „o‟ cheese balls! 
But, most importantly: Everybody gets to have a Good Time for a Great Cause! 

 

Questions? 
Call Sue Pasters at (740) 368-3084; visit the Community Service Office in HWCC-407; or 
e-mail:  smpaster@owu.edu   Thank You! 

 
 
 

*Big Brothers Big Sisters is a non-profit organization which matches children with caring adults. Their goal is 
to make sure that every Delaware County child who needs a Big Brother or Big Sister gets one. OWU is 
proud to be a partner in the Willis Big Brothers & Big Sisters Program. To volunteer, or to learn more about 
this special program, call Kerri Robe at 369-2447, or Sue Pasters at 368-3084.  BBBS is a United Way Agency. 
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  Global Village 

  Adopt-A-Shift Program  

  37 N. Sandusky Street 

  (740) 363-6267 

 Working with the Victim Services Unit is a great 
opportunity to learn about the criminal justice 
system and the role of victim services, network 
with several important organizations, and to learn 
and use practical professional skills.  We offer in-
ternships and volunteer opportunities year round.  
Students from a variety of academic backgrounds 
are encouraged to apply. 

   For volunteer information,  
contact Adrienne Bruce at 

 (740) 833-2710  
or ABruce@co.delaware.oh.us 

 

FACT: Coffee is the highest traded commodity in the world 

after oil.  Yet in the birthplace of coffee, Ethiopia, coffee farm-

ers are dying of starvation. How is this possible? Black Gold is 

an eye-opening documentary about the injustices in the 80-

billion-dollar coffee industry. 

 

Global Village Collection and  

Ohio Wesleyan University's 

Peace and Justice House 
 

Partner to bring you a free viewing of Black Gold 
 

April 4, @ 4 pm 

OWU Hamilton Williams Campus Center 

 

Fair Trade Coffee and light refreshments provided. 

For Study Guide and Resources:  

http://www.itvs.org/outreach/blackgold/ 
 

 

Contact GVC with any questions 

info@globalvillagecollection.org 
 

 

Where does your cup of coffee come from? 

 

(WS) 2 is collaboration be-

tween the William Street United 

Methodist Church and the Willis 

Intermediate School.  The pro-

gram is facilitated by the Liter-

acy Coalition of Delaware County, and we 

are looking for energetic volunteers to assist 

5th and 6th graders with homework.  (WS)2 

sessions occur every Monday and Thursdays 

from 3:00 to 5:00 p.m. at the William Street 

United Methodist Church.   

 Responsibilities include supervising 

students through snacks, games, homework 

and clean up.  Educational opportunities such 

as teaching activities, creating and imple-

menting your own lesson plans can be ar-

ranged! We look forward to meeting you! 

 

Interested parties should contact Abby Ward at 

(740) 816-1898, or ws2help@yahoo.com 

   We are a non-profit, volunteer-staffed retail store filled to 

overflowing with amazing and unique hand-crafted Fair Trade 

items.  Our main goal is to promote Fair Trade practices and to 

improve the economic welfare of Third World artisans and 

farmers by marketing their handicrafts. Purchases made at our 

store help provide a sustainable and fair economic system for 

the artisans and farmers who would not otherwise have access 

to our marketplace.  Fair trade is not about charity. It is a holis-

tic approach to trade and development that aims to alter the 

ways in which commerce is conducted, so that trade can em-

power the poorest of the poor. Fair Trade Organizations seek to 

create sustainable and positive change in developing and devel-

oped countries.  

   As we are volunteer staffed, we are looking to fill some of our 

shifts with members of service organizations such as yours. 

This typically works for weekend shifts—Saturday shifts are 11

-1 p.m., 1-4 p.m. and 4-6 p.m. Sunday shifts are 12-2 and 2-4 

p.m. In the past, we have had organizations “adopt” a shift—

say Sundays from 2-4—and commit to filling it with two of 

their members on a rotating basis.  

   We look forward to hearing from you! 
 

 e-mail:  volunteers@globalvillagecollection.org 

 website:  www.globalvillagecollection.org 
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   Located at 193 E. Central Avenue, Common Ground Free Store Ministries is a partnership between Delaware 

churches, businesses, civic organizations and caring citizens. They believe that God’s mercy doesn’t come with a 

price tag. They have established a warm and welcoming store which is run by volunteers, and where everything is 

available to everyone free of charge—from clothing, shoes, diapers and linens, to small appliances, books and toys.  

There are no income requirements, no questions, and no scrutiny—only the support of people who care; everyone is 

on common ground. 

 

   There are many immediate and on-going service opportunities for OWU students at Common Ground.  The 

Free Store is either open, or shifts are available to work on Mondays, from 10:00 am to 3:00 pm; Thursdays from 

3:00 pm to 8:00 pm; and Saturdays from 10:00 am to 3:00 pm.  To sign up for a specific shift to work, contact 

Bonnie Ristau at (740) 369-3733, or bonniefs@columbus.rr.com .  Typical tasks include helping to run the store, 

sorting clothing, re-stocking racks and shelves, greeting shoppers, or helping to serve food.   

   Donations are accepted on Saturdays between 10:00 am and 2:00 pm.  Spring and Summer clothing are now 

being accepted.  (Due to limited space, out-of-season items cannot be stored.)  All donated items should be clean 

and in good condition.  Kitchen ware, small appliances, towels, curtains, bed linens, dishes, glasses and silverware 

are always welcome donations.   

To learn more about the Common Ground Free Store Ministries, please visit their web site: 

http://www.commongroundfreestore.com/ 

T.E.A.M.  MENTORING  
A Program of The Delaware County  

Juvenile Court 

Together Everyone Achieves More 
 

   Do you like to play games, go out to 

eat, and hang out with kids? Can you 

spare 2 hours a week to be a mentor? 

TEAM Mentoring is a service learning 

program offered by the Delaware 

County Juvenile Court that matches 

mentors with Delaware county youth 

who are court-involved, as well as with 

kids who are at risk of becoming court-involved.  
 

   Want to know more?  

Contact Patty Cram at (740) 833-2678  

or e-mail pcram@co.delaware.oh.us 

for information about becoming a  

TEAM Mentor.   

Your help can make a valuable difference  

in the life of a child.   

Annie’s Outreach Center 
~ 135 S. Sandusky Street ~ 

(740) 363-1619 
 

A Creative and crafty  
volunteer is needed !  
Annie’s Outreach Center is  
located in Delaware and 
provides services to those  
affected by mental illness.  
A volunteer is needed to plan craft activities for 
those who visit the center.  
All craft supplies will be provided.  
Volunteers are needed 2 days a week for 2 hour 
blocks of time between noon and 6pm. 
 

For more information please call Connections 
at (740) 363-5000 between 9am and 4pm 

  
or e-mail Suzanne Pingry at spingry@helplinedelmor.org  

or Margie West at mwest@helplinedelmor.org 
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 Delaware Senior Nutrition Program & Council for Older Adults Need Help 
 

   The Senior Nutrition program provides hot meals daily to older adults in their 
homes. The program delivers about 160,000 meals per year throughout the county on 
25 different routes. As the Nutrition Program grows, more and more volunteers are 
needed, and YOU CAN BE ONE OF THEM! Volunteer drivers are needed from 11-1pm 
either short or long term any day Monday through Friday. Volunteers will receive 
training, mileage reimbursement and a free hot meal on the day they volunteer.  
   Don’t have a car but still want to help? Local congregate meal site assistants are 
also needed to help with the nutrition program, as well as Café kitchen assistants, meal 
labelers, etc. 
   The Council for Older Adults is also always in need of people who can provide help 
for   small household chores and yard work.  Also, you can design an internship with 
the Council.   
 

To get more information contact Amy Brown at amyb@growingolder.org  
or call (740) 363-6677.   

 

21st Century After School Learning Centers   
 

Do you have a free afternoon any day of the week? You could make a significant 

contribution to a child’s academic success by becoming an after school tutor at: 

   - Conger Elementary (3:30 to 5:30 pm) 

   - Woodward Elementary, (3:30 to 5:30 pm), or 

   - Dempsey Middle School, (2:30 to 5:30 pm) 

  

   Volunteer Applications are available in the Community Service Learning Office, (Ham-Will 407).   

   Or contact Program Coordinator, Cathy Sheets at (740) 833-1854; or e-mail 

<sheetsca@dcs.k12.oh.us> 

 

Preservation Parks of Delaware County 
 

Nature Center Attendants Wanted!  Imagine having the whole afternoon to relax in a beautiful Preser-
vation Park nature center! Imagine time to chat with park visitors, time to expand on personal hobbies or 
projects, time to read, time to relax and get in tune with the season. Nature Center Attendants have time 
to do all of these while they make a huge contribution to our Preservation Parks team.  All you need to do 
is schedule time!  Volunteers can choose to staff the McCoy Nature Center at Hogback Ridge Preserve or 
the Nature Discovery Center at Gallant Woods Preserve for afternoon shifts from 12:00 noon to 5:00 
p.m.  Flexible weekday and weekend shifts are available. 
 

Call Saundra McBrearty at (740) 524-8600 ext. 6, or  email saundras@preservationparks.com to explore all the volunteer 
opportunities available through Preservation Parks.  Visit the Preservation Parks web site at  

http://www.preservationparks.com/index.asp 

 
 

mailto:saundras@preservationparks.com
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Stratford Ecological Center ~ 3083 Liberty Road  
 

     The Stratford Ecological Center is a non-profit organization dedicated to the education of children and adults in under-

standing the relationships between living things and their environment, thereby fostering an appreciation of the land and all 

life that depends on it.  In its own small way, Stratford is acting locally and thinking globally.  Its unique location allows for 

opportunities to share this special world of discovery with children and adults of all ages.  Stratford is an organic working 

farm devoted to environmental awareness and appreciation.  OWU Students are most welcome to attend events as well as to 

volunteer or explore the possibility of internships in this unique setting. 

For all the opportunities listed below, please contact Jane Walsh at 740-363-2548 or email at SECVolunteer@aol.com.  

Farm & Nature Guide - Stratford is dedicated to education children and adults toward understanding the relationships 
between living things and their environment, thereby fostering an appreciation of the land and all life that depends on it.  
One of the volunteer opportunities that speak to this vision and mission is being a Farm & Nature Guide. We are looking 
for dedicated volunteers to lead small groups of children on an adventure around our farm and nature preserve.  You do 
not need to have previous experience; training will be provided.   

Farmer’s Helper - In the spring, being a farmer’s helper may include preparing and maintaining the fields, animal 
chores, carpentry, fence building, and other farm maintenance and upkeep.  

Greenhouse Guru- Come help us seed flats, plant, water, weed and harvest produce.  

Invasive Species Removal - If you like the outdoors and care about the Earth, this may be the volunteer opportunity 
for you!  Stratford has several invasive species including garlic mustard, multi-flora rose and honeysuckle, like many 
areas in the Midwest.  Removal of these is important to our delicate forest of wildflowers.  These volunteers can help in 
a variety of ways: organizing workdays, collecting data, mapping areas and training other volunteers.  

Landscape Upkeep - Planting and working the earth is at the top of the list going into the 2009 season.  We look for 
those people who would like to make a strong commitment for, perhaps once a week or twice monthly, to care for our 
gardens and landscape.   

Saturday Receptionist - Come spend a Saturday morning at Stratford.  This volunteer answers the phone, takes mes-
sage, greets and directs visitors to activities, trails, u-pick areas and sells farm products.  They may also do light office 
and library cleaning and dusting. 

Trail Maintenance - We are looking for volunteers who would like to make a strong commitment for perhaps once or 
twice a week.  

Kid’s Activities Leader - We are looking for someone who would like to volunteer for Green Families to do an hour of 
kid’s activities for Green Families.  This volunteer will plan the activities and we ask that these activities be non-
completive.  Help us form a community of ecologically-conscious families, creating the world we hope for our children. 
Green Families will meet the 2nd Saturday of each month, except April & December.  Sign up with Jane Walsh on any 
dates that you could help.  

Assistant for Kid’s Nature Club – Each month on the 2
nd

 Saturday, from 10:30am-1:00pm, with the exception of April, 
which will meet on April 4

th
, we are looking for a volunteer who would like to spend some time at Stratford and assist 

with this program. There are 15 kids ages 7 through 12.  If you can help just once or twice, or would like to sign up for 
the year, please contact Jane Walsh.     

To volunteer contact Jane Walsh at 363-2548 or email SECVolunteer@aol.com 

To learn more about classes & events visit 

www.StratfordEcologicalCenter.org 

 
 

mailto:SECVolunteer@aol.com


 

DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

MARCH 
 

3/24 
OWU Blood Drive 
Benes Room C 
11am - 5pm 
 

3/27 - 28 
OWU “Relay for Life” 
Gordon Field House 
 

APRIL 
 

4/1  
Spring Break Mission 
Celebration - 6:30-8pm  & 
“Rock-In-Justice” 8-9:30pm 
Benes Rooms 
 

4/3  
“OWU Bowl for Kids’ Sake” 
9pm to Midnight Delaware 
Lanes 
 

4/21 
“Golden Bishops” 
Celebration - 6:30 pm 
Benes Rooms 
 

MAY 
 

5/2  
“Rockin’ with the Red Cross” 
50’s Music & Dance at the 
Council for Older Adults 
6-11 pm; call 362-2021  x112 for 
reservations 
 

5/10  
OWU Graduation 
 

 

Please recycle 

Ohio Wesleyan University 
Community Service Learning 
40 Rowland Avenue 
Delaware, Ohio 43015 
 

http://service.owu.edu 

Note from the Editor 
 
     I have recently returned from another memorable service trip to the Lakota  
Nation in South Dakota. It was my third visit to the rolling buttes of the Rosebud 
Reservation, and the experience was well worth the twenty hour drive.  
     My first visit to the Reservation was as a member of OWU’s Lakota Mission Team 
three years ago. The OWU Mission Teams have little in common with the troubling 
version of Christian evangelism that may come to mind when we hear the word mis-
sion.  Instead, our mission was to respectfully serve and learn about the culture, world
-view and life experiences of others.    
     In our service efforts , group reflections, and cultural immersion activities, faith 
was central.  Not necessarily religious faith, but for some faith and religion over-
lapped.  In addition to serving the community in whatever way we could as unskilled 
laborers, we were also interested in inter- faith dialogue. Some of us found that faith, 
and its cohorts, hope and love, had an almost preternatural presence while we were 
there.  I am not sure why that was the case, yet I’m sure that’s I why I went back.  
     The level of poverty on the Reservation is in equal measures unacceptable and 
seemingly insurmountable. The living conditions are comparable to those in the most 
poverty-stricken rural communities and depressed inner city areas in the USA.  
Nevertheless, we resisted the urge to feel hopeless and we did what we could to help.  
And in the work I had  a numinous experience.  The feeling was not altogether 
strange or surprising.  In fact, I get glimpses of it whenever I try to help for helping’s 
sake.  So I encourage you to continue lending a helping hand, and perhaps you too 
will find that helping others helps you as well. 
 

Ben Goodrum 
Editor in Chief 

bagoodru@owu.edu 

Girl Scouting Is Fun! 

Freshman, Jennifer Federer leads an activity at Woodward Elementary. 


