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      What do wildlife, environmentalism, and activism have in common?  

They are all important aspects of the work of the Environment and Wildlife 

Club (E&W) and the Tree House.  E&W is a campus club that raises 

awareness and promotes action to help preserve the environment and cur-

rently has about 25 active members.  The Tree House is the Small Living 

Unit dedicated to environmental and ecological issues.  The members of 

these two groups have combined their passion for the environment and 

their dedication to raising awareness to become active citizens in the com-

munity.  On September12th, the members of E&W and the Tree House 

spent a Saturday morning canoeing down the Scioto River picking up trash 

on the river bank and in the waterway as part of the annual Scioto River 

Sweep organized  by  Keep Delaware County Beautiful.  In October, 

members brought out their artistic sides when they painted faces for kids 

attending the Stratford Ecological Center’s Harvest Fair. 

      Members of these groups strive to relate their academic studies with real-world situations so that they can bring awareness 

to important environmental issues, both on and off campus.  During Fall Break in 2009, the group went to West Virginia to see 

the effects of mountaintop removal, a coal mining process that involves blasting mountain tops with explosives to expose un-

derlying coal.  This process also results in dumping debris into the valleys below.  ―I was awestruck by the devastation on the 

mountains in the area.  You look at pictures and read about it, but this was way more potent and shocking to see firsthand,‖ 

said junior Heather Werling, current President of the Environment and Wildlife Club. 

      The OWU group members also attended a Mountaintop Removal protest in Charleston, West Virginia, where they gath-

ered at the Department of Environmental Protection.  They heard several speakers, including Robert F. Kennedy, Jr. and Maria 

Gunnoe, an environmentalist who has advocated against this destructive type of coal mining.  The speakers talked about the 

long-term effects of blasting on Coal River Mountain in West Virginia.  ―The protest in Charleston was inspiring and intense.  

Coming face-to-face with people who are affected by mountaintop removal on both sides of the issue was eye-opening,‖ com-

mented junior Kate Ball, past President of the Environment and Wildlife Club. 

      Locally, the two groups work with the campus and Delaware com-

munities to raise awareness about environmental issues and to promote 

sustainability.  This work includes the campus recycling program, as 

well as education about composting, and issues of water privatization.  

Seniors Jack Stenger and Lara Kobelt helped organize and implement 

the OWU Bike Movement, the campus-wide communal bike program.  

In spring 2009, members of E&W and the Tree House attended Power-

shift, a national conference at which over 12,000 students from around 

the country gathered in Washington, D.C. to discuss and take action 

for the cause of environmentalism, especially in regards to global cli-

mate change. Ohio Wesleyan students also attended a regional Power-

shift conference at Oberlin this past fall where they participated in 

workshops and heard speakers who addressed environmental issues 

specific to Ohio.  In January 2010 they also attended a conference at 

Denison University that addressed sustainability in the university set-

ting, which has sparked ideas for new endeavors here at OWU.   

      The Environment & Wildlife Club and the Tree House have offered students the opportunity to pursue their passion for 

environmental awareness and activism, both on campus and in the greater Delaware community.  Says Werling, ―My favorite 

part of what we do is working with people on campus doing small awareness projects, and then connecting these projects with 

issues faced by the larger environmental community, whether they be regional or national.‖  Environment & Wildlife Club 

meetings are held Thursdays at 7pm at the Tree House (104 Oak Hill Ave). 

Partners  For The Environment  
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Caitlyn Buzza ~ Someone You Should Know 
 

      Freshman Zoology major Caitlyn Buzza is from a small town in northern Ohio, 

but her heart is in the country.  Her love of animals and ―getting dirty‖ led her to 

become an avid volunteer with the Toledo Zoo and, more recently, the Humane So-

ciety of Delaware County.  Known to her friends and family as Caity, her volunteer-

ing began with the basics as a  ZOOTeen when she was 15.  Her  introduction to the 

various Zoo departments opened Caity’s eyes to the inner-workings of the zoo, as 

well as her passion for helping the animals.  When she turned 18, Caity was ap-

pointed as a Mentor for the ZOOTeens program.  As a Mentor, she helped supervise 

off-site projects, including a house-building project called Housing East, and senior 

enrichment programs at local nursing homes.  Caity dedicated herself to volunteer-

ing and spent her summers and every free weekend during the school year at the 

zoo.  ―My whole life revolved around the Toledo Zoo.  I went whenever I was bored 

and had free time, sometimes seven days a week,‖ says Caity.  She volunteered as a 

department volunteer with the elephants and even got to clean their cages, feed and 

bathe the giant creatures!  She also worked in ―Nature’s Neighborhood,‖ an educational department that includes a petting zoo, 

where she will continue working this summer. 

      Caity has jumped at the opportunity to continue her passion for service and animals by volunteering at the Humane Society of 

Delaware County.  She has joined Pet Pals, a campus organization that works with the HSDC to better the lives of stray animals.  In 

fact, Caity has developed and implemented a ―Cat Evaluation Program‖ to evaluate each Humane Society cat for certain behaviors 

(like whether they tolerate being picked up or petted, etc.) which will be an in-

valuable tool in the adoption process.     

      Caity’s academic advisor, Dr. Sally Waterhouse, has also encouraged Caity 

to become a volunteer at the Ohio Wildlife Center, a wildlife rehabilitation cen-

ter near Delaware.  Caity is currently in training and hopes to combine her edu-

cation in zoology and her passion for helping animals as an intern.  This passion 

for animals started at an early age.  When she was four, she wanted to be a vet-

erinarian, and her interest in an animal-related career increased as she got older.  

However, becoming a zoo volunteer shifted her career aspirations.  ―I loved the 

physical work of zoo keeping, which kept me stimulated and active.  I want to 

have a career of keeping, especially with snow leopards.‖  During her junior 

year, Caity hopes to study abroad in Australia, (her second passion), and if she 

likes it there, she might pursue a career there. 

      A college education is very important to Caity.  She could have taken a zoo 

keeping position working with apes right out of high school, but she wanted to 

go to college instead.  This decision has put her steps ahead of the competition 

in the job market, and has allowed Caity to grow both as a student and as an 

active community member.  She has had to work hard in her studies at Ohio Wesleyan while taking the time to gain valuable hands-

on skills for her career.  With an enthusiastic attitude towards her studies and her service work, Caity is striving to do her best and to 

push herself in everything she does. 

Caity bathes an elephant at the Toledo Zoo. 

OWU first year student Caitlyn Buzza   

OWU Bowl for Kids’ Sake 2010! 
Friday, March 19 
9:30pm—12:30am (Team registration begins at 9:00pm) 

Delaware Lanes Bowling Center (State Rout 36/27 East) 
 

Have fun bowling with your friends/club while raising money for the Delaware 
County Program of Big Brothers Big Sisters.  Form a team of at least five, raise 
money through pledges, and enjoy a night of fun! 
 

How to participate:  Form a team of five or more and register by visiting the Community Service Learn-
ing Office (Ham-Will 407) for a registration form. 
 

Questions?  Contact Sue Pasters at (740) 368-3084 or smpaster@owu.edu 
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 All proceeds benefit: 
 

 

 

 

 
 “Soups for Shelter” 

 

Mark your calendar for Delaware County Habitat for Humanity’s 8th Annual Soups for Shelter fundraiser 4:30-7:30 p.m. 

Thursday, March 11, at St. Mary Commons, 66 E. William St., Delaware. Enjoy a homemade soup meal…pick out a 

beautiful, hand-painted ceramic bowl…win silent auction items…and help support Habitat’s mission of building homes 

– and building lives – in Delaware County. For details, call Delaware County Habitat for Humanity, 740-363-9950 or 

visit www.habitatdelawareco.org 

 

Delaware County 

Walk a Mile in Her Shoes 
April 17, 2010 
 
Walk a Mile in Her Shoes is a nationwide event that invites communities to 

participate in a one-mile walk to raise awareness about issues of rape,  

sexual assault, and gender violence.  The march empowers men to join the  

efforts of women to make the world a safer place. 

 

This light-hearted opportunity is a way for men to test their skills in stilettos and have a few laughs while rais-

ing awareness.   

 

This year marks the second annual Walk a Mile in Her Shoes for Delaware County.   

 

$20 per participant (includes lunch and t-shirt) 

For more information or to sign up, email walkamiledelco@live.com or call 740-833-2755.   

Family Promise of Delaware County 
35 N. Washington Street—Delaware, Ohio 43015 

www.familypromise-delawareohio.org 
 

Family Promise of Delaware County uses an interfaith hospitality network of local church 

congregations and volunteers to meet homeless families’ immediate needs for shelter, meals 

and comprehensive support services.  Host congregations take turns providing weekly over-

night accommodations in their buildings.  During the day, families attend the Day Center at 35 N. Washington.  OWU students 

are actively recruited to volunteer at the Day Center, or to help host in area churches.  Internships can be arranged for those stu-

dents wishing to have an in-depth experience.  Applications are available through the OWU Community Service Learning Of-

fice, (Ham-Will 407), or by contacting Family Promise Director, Irene Baird at  <Mich1565@aol.com>.  And, as is the case 

with all our non-profit friends, donations of goods and money are always welcome! 

http://www.habitatdelawareco.org
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(WS)2  is a collaboration be-

tween the William Street United 

Methodist Church and  Willis Inter-

mediate School.  The program is 

facilitated by the Literacy Coalition 

of Delaware County, and we are 

looking for energetic volunteers to assist 5th 

and 6th graders with homework.  (WS)2 sessions 

occur every Monday and Thursdays from 3:00 

to 5:00 p.m. at the William Street United Meth-

odist Church.   

 Responsibilities include supervising stu-

dents through snacks, games, homework and 

clean up.  Educational opportunities such as 

teaching activities, creating and implementing 

your own lesson plans can be arranged! We look 

forward to meeting you! 

 

Interested parties should contact Abby Ward  

(740) 816-1898, or ws2help@yahoo.com 

   Global Village Collection - 37 N. Sandusky Street 
www.globalvillagecollection.org 

 

   We are a non-profit, volunteer-staffed retail store filled to over-
flowing with amazing and unique hand-crafted Fair Trade items.  
Our main goal is to promote Fair Trade practices and to improve 
the economic welfare of Third World artisans and farmers by mar-
keting their handicrafts. Purchases made at our store help provide 
a sustainable and fair economic system for the artisans and farm-
ers who would not otherwise have access to our marketplace.  
Fair trade is not about charity. It is a holistic approach to trade and 
development that aims to alter the ways in which commerce is 
conducted, so that trade can empower the poorest of the poor. 
Fair Trade Organizations seek to create sustainable and positive 

change in developing and developed countries.  

   As we are volunteer staffed, we are looking to fill some of our 
shifts with members of service organizations such as yours. This 
typically works for weekend shifts—Saturday shifts are 11-1 p.m., 
1-4 p.m. and 4-6 p.m. Sunday shifts are 12-2 and 2-4 p.m. In the 
past, we have had organizations “adopt” a shift—say Sundays 
from 2-4—and commit to filling it with two of their members on a 

rotating basis.  

e-mail:  volunteers@globalvillagecollection.org 

Phone: (740) 363-6267 

The Literacy Coalition of 

Delaware County 
  

Internships Available: 

   The Literacy Coalition has multiple intern-

ship opportunities for the 2009-2010 school 

year.   Interns will work closely with a Coali-

tion Board Member and activities will include 

supporting the (WS)2 after school homework 

help program, (see ad above), assisting with 

book drives and distributions, promoting liter-

acy to the community, and assistance with re-

search and evaluation of programs.  

 

Hours are flexible and can be worked around 
the interns' schedules. Opportunities are ongo-
ing. Submit a resume and one letter of recom-
mendation to tinayliteracy@gmail.com 
 

Tina Younoszai, Vice President 
Board of Directors 
The Literacy Coalition of Delaware County 
4565 Columbus Pike 
Delaware, Ohio 43015 
 
740-816-3514 

featuring  

~Theo Chocolate ~ 
fair Trade & organic  

chocolate for  

Valentine’s Day 

Also featuring new Light of Day  tea flavors,  

greeting cards made by orphans in Rwanda, and  
products which support women’s collaborative projects.    

 
During this great time of need, 10% of all purchases,  

including sale and clearance items, will go to help the  
relief effort in Haiti.  Thank you for your support ! 
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HelpLine of Delaware & Morrow Counties is seeking 

college men to volunteer as facilitators and members of an organization 

called MEN of STRENGTH (MOST). This organization is committed 

to ending violence against women and promoting healthy masculinity. 

MOST Club is a nationally recognized program established by Men 

Can Stop Rape.  We will be working with local adolescent males serv-

ing probation in order to encourage leadership, responsibility, social 

action, and violence prevention.  
  
To learn more about the MOST Club please visit the Men Can Stop 

Rape website at www.mencanstoprape.org. To learn more about 

HelpLine visit our website at www.helplinedelmor.org. If you wish to join or need more info, please contact Okpara 

Newsum at 740-363-1835 or ookafor-newsum@helplinedelmor.org. 

2010 Volunteer Opportunities at Stratford Ecological Center 

Contact Jane at 740-2548 or email SECVolunteer@aol.com  
3083 Liberty Rd., Delaware, OH 43015 - www.StratfordEcologicalCenter.org 

  
Farm & Nature Guides – (Weekday) Help educate children and adults toward understanding the relationships between living 

things and their environment. We will train you. 2010 spring guide training:  

    Wednesday, February 24th -   9am-1pm (for new guides only) 
     Wednesday, March 3rd – 9am-1pm (new & experienced SEC Guides) 

Saturday Farm & Nature Guides – (3rd Saturday: March–November, 2010) - Stratford has opened the experience of farm 

and nature tours to families.  Training for those who would like to guide Saturday tours will be:   Saturday, February 27th – 9am-1pm 
with Christa Hein  
Farmer’s Helper - May include animal chores, carpentry, fence building, preparing and maintaining the fields, and other farm 

maintenance and upkeep tasks.   
Farmer’s Field Garden – Dedicate a few hours a week to help in our newly created vegetable garden.   
Greenhouse Guru & Children’s Garden Helper – Help seed flats, plant, water, weed, and harvest produce. 
Giving Garden – Help maintain the garden and u-pick area that is dedicated to providing food for the People in Need (PIN) 

foodbank.  
Landscape Upkeep  – Help care for our landscape gardens.     
Invasive Species Removal – Help remove invasive species including garlic mustard, multiflora rose and honeysuckle. Re-

moval of these invasives is important to our delicate forest of wildflowers.   
Maple Sugar Season Helpers – During February and March, help in our Sugar Bush with tapping, hauling and cooking. 
Movie Night on the Farm Helper – Help coordinate and facilitate these movies on the lawn. This year we are presenting 
movies on June 12th, July 10th and August 14th, beginning at 9pm.       
Receptionist - Weekdays & Saturdays – This volunteer answers the phone, directs visitors to activities, trails & u-pick ar-

eas, and sells farm products.     
Trail Maintenance – Volunteer to help keep our trails clear of debris and make sure they are easy to follow.    
Get Involved – The next Volunteer Get-Together will be 9:30am on Tuesday, March 16th for coffee and conversation.  The pur-

pose of the Volunteer Get-together is to offer an informal bi-monthly opportunity to all Stratford volunteers to build community, 
share expertise and work as a team to ensure the future of Stratford.   

Colleges Against Cancer  ~ OWU Relay For Life 
Friday, March 26 at 6:00 pm—Saturday, March 27 at 12:00 pm 

      

   The Ohio Wesleyan Chapter of Colleges Against Cancer  is seeking volunteers for the 

2010 OWU Relay For Life event.  Individuals interested in being a part of the volunteer 

planning committee should contact Jennifer Williams, <jmwillia@owu.edu> or Adri-

enne Found <amfound@ouw.edu>.  

For more information please visit www.relayforlife.org/owu. 

 

mailto:ookafor-newsum@helplinedelmor.org
mailto:SECVolunteer@aol.com
http://www.stratfordecologicalcenter.org/
http://www.relayforlife.org/owu
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We are looking for volunteers that 

are ready to “Give from the Heart” 
 

Find out about volunteer positions available at the Council 
for Older Adults!  We will have an open house for anyone 
interested in hearing more about the fun and varied positions with no obligation to join our team.  Cur-
rent volunteers and staff will be available to talk to you about becoming part of our volunteer family. 
 

“Give from the Heart” Volunteer Open House 
 

When:     February 11, 2010 
Time:     4 p.m. to 6 p.m. 
Where:     Council for Older Adults 
     800 Cheshire Road 
     Delaware, Ohio 
 

Fun and refreshments will be available; door prizes; bring your friends, come as a group 
 

COA is currently recruiting for meal delivery drivers, kitchen assistants, Farmers’ Market volunteers, 
home chore volunteers and catering assistants. 
 

To RSVP, please contact Amy Brown at amyb@growingolder.org or (740) 363-6677.  Remember, you are 
under no obligation to sign up to volunteer that evening, so stop in and see what we have to offer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Humane Society of Delaware County  
 

   Help is always needed for funding animal cruelty investigations in Delaware County.  Donations can be made 

through the mail or in person at the Humane Society, 4920 State Route 37 E. - Delaware, Ohio 43015.  

Phone: (740) 369-7387 - e-mail: humanehsdc@live.com - Web Page: www.HSDCOhio.org. 

 

     Remember, you can also support the work of the Humane Society by joining OWU Pet Pals! 

Volunteer with Preservation Parks! 

 

Nature Center Attendants wanted at Deer Haven Preserve and Hogback Ridge Preserves 
Greet visitors, answer questions, and distribute information about Preservation Parks while enjoy-
ing quality time relaxing with nature. Each shift is from noon– 5:00 p.m. Attendants build their own 
schedules using an on-line scheduling system.   

Contact Saundra McBrearty at (740) 524-8600, ext. 6,  

e-mail saundras@preservationparks.com, or  

complete a volunteer application on-line at  www.preservationparks.com 

mailto:amyb@growingolder.org
mailto:saundras@preservationparks.com
file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/smcbrearty/My%20Documents/VOLUNTEERS/Plan%20It%20For%20the%20Planet/2009%20Plan%20it%20Planet/www.preservationparks.com
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Located at 193 E. Central Avenue, Common Ground Free Store 

Ministries is a partnership between Delaware churches, busi-
nesses, civic organizations and caring citizens. They believe that 
God’s mercy doesn’t come with a price tag. They have established a 
warm and welcoming store which is run by volunteers, and where 
everything is available to everyone free of charge—from clothing, 
shoes, diapers and linens, to small appliances, books and toys.  

There are no income requirements, no questions, and no scrutiny—everyone is on common ground. 
 

   There are many immediate and on-going service opportunities for OWU students at Common Ground.  The 
Free Store is either open, or shifts are available to work on Mondays, from 10:00 am to 3:00 pm; Thursdays 

from 3:00 pm to 8:00 pm; and Saturdays from 10:00 am to 3:00 pm.  To sign up for a specific shift to work, 

contact Bonnie Ristau at (740) 369-3733, or bonniefs@columbus.rr.com .  Typical tasks include helping 

to run the store, sorting clothing, re-stocking racks and shelves, greeting shoppers, or helping to serve food.   

   Donations are accepted on Saturdays between 10:00 am and 2:00 pm.  All donated items should be clean 

and in good condition.  Kitchen ware, small appliances, towels, bed linens, dishes, glasses/silverware are 
always welcome donations.   

   INTERNSHIP OPPORTUNITY - Common Ground is looking for a talented student with good writing and 

computer skills to help with producing a quarterly newsletter.   This internship would be particularly well-

suited to a Journalism Major.  Contact Bonnie Ristau to learn more. 

 

Spring Fling to Benefit People In Need, Inc.  

Saturday, March 6, 2010 ~ 6:00 pm 
  

 

 

Escape to the Five Star Banquet Hall and Event Center at 1502 W. 

William Street in Delaware, where winter fades and life is full of 

good friends, good food, good drinks and good times! Sway to the 

Caribbean beat of the steel drum band Island Breeze.  

  

 

Live Auction at 7:00 p.m. - Silent Auction until 8:00 p.m.  

50/50 raffle ~ Limbo Contest begins at 7:30 p.m. ~ Prizes!  

 

 

Put together your best island attire, from flip-flops to sandals, Ber-

muda shorts to sundresses, floral print shirts to flowery wraps. And don’t forget to keep your sunglasses handy!  
  

The whole package is only $30.00 per person. Proceeds go to the Campaign For Possibilities, PIN’s capital campaign.  Tickets 

can be purchased at: Bonar-Spain, Inc. Heating & Cooling,  Council for Older Adults, Hilborn Insurance, Simple Indul-

gences, Buehler’s or by logging onto to our website: www.delawarepeopleinneed.org/springfling  

www.commongroundfreestore.com/  

Delaware County Habitat for Humanity 

Public Relations Internship Opportunity:  
 

We are searching for an energetic, reliable upperclassman to complete an experi-

ence-based (un-paid) internship in our Resource Development/Public Relations De-

partment in the Delaware Office, 305 Curtis Street, during regular office hours, 

depending on class schedule.   

Key Responsibilities: Assist in various writing, designing capacities for Web-site, 

newsletters and other media outlets. Assist in coordinating special events. Conduct grant research, draft proposals, miscella-

neous special projects to support the department goals and mission of Habitat for Humanity. 

Contact: Valerie Wigton at  vwigton@habitatdelawareco.org  or via telephone at (740) 363-9950, ext. 225 . 

http://www.delawarepeopleinneed.org/springfling


 

 
DATES TO REMEMBER 
 
January 11, 2010 
OWU Classes Resume 
 
February 11th, 4-6 pm 
Council for Older Adults “Give from the 
Heart” Open House, (p. 6) 
 
March 6th, 6 pm 
Spring Fling to benefit PIN, (p.7) 
 
March 6-14 
OWU Mid-Semester Break 
 
March 11th, 4:30-7:30 pm 
Habitat for Humanity’s Soups for Shelter 
St. Mary Commons, (p.  3) 
 
March 19th, 9:30 pm-12:30 am 
OWU Bowl for Kids’ Sake 
Delaware Lanes Bowling Center, (p. 3) 
 
March 26th, 6 am - March 27th, 12 pm 
OWU Relay for Life, (p. 5)  
 
April 17th 
Walk a Mile in Her Shoes, (p. 3) 
 
April 29th 
OWU Last Day of Classes 
 
May 3-6 
OWU Final Exams 
 
May 9th 
OWU Commencement 
 

 
 
If you would like to advertise  

a service opportunity or 
provide a story about a 

project, email Kristen Lear  
at opknocks@owu.edu  

 

 
 

 

        Please recycle 

Ohio Wesleyan University 
Community Service Learning 
40 Rowland Avenue 
Delaware, Ohio 43015 
 

http://service.owu.edu 

New Year’s Resolution: Help others. 
Having trouble finding time to ―volunteer‖ in the community?  Here are some tips to give a 

new spin on volunteering: 
 

1. Adjust your definition of “volunteering.”  Think of volunteering as a flexible thing.  

The word ―voluntary‖ implies freedom of action, so you have the freedom to perform 

good actions whenever you have the time, and for whatever cause you choose.  You 

don’t necessarily have to set specific times for service or commit to one cause or or-

ganization. 

2. Identify your time.  Think about situations when you have some free time (like while 

waiting for dinner to cook) and then figure out how you could incorporate service in 

that time (like making a card for a child at Children’s Hospital while waiting for that 

dinner). 

3. Choose a cause.  Once you identify a cause you are interested in, you can figure out 

simple, quick ways to make a difference.  Do you want to help the environment?  

There are tons of easy ways to address environmental issues; for example, use canvas 

bags when shopping, take quicker showers, recycle whenever possible (there are recy-

cling bins all over campus!), turn off all lights and unplug appliances when you leave 

for class, etc. 

4. Keep the ideas coming.  Stay informed of possible service opportunities on campus 

and in the community.  Sign up to receive emails from organizations you might be 

interested in, attend club meetings, talk with friends who are interested in service, etc.  
 

 

No matter what you are interested in or how much ―free‖ time you have during the day, 

incorporating some sort of service into your daily life is an easy step toward making our 

campus and community a little better. 
 

Happy New Year, welcome to the new semester, and get out there and get involved! 
 

Kristen Lear, Editor-In-Chief  

 
Left, Valerie Wigton  
from the Delaware County 

Habitat for Humanity Office 

talks with students about 
service opportunities.   

(See ad on page 7) 

OWU  

Winter 

Service Fair 

2010 

Collaboration! 

Communication! 

mailto:opknocks@owu.edu

