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What were you doing over spring break?  Lounging on the beach, eating delicious home-cooked meals, visiting old 

friends from home?  This year, 75 Ohio Wesleyan students and 16 faculty/staff members spent their break doing service 

in various parts of the world as part of Spring Break Mission Week. The program is designed to build relationships, learn 

about a host culture, gain an understanding of the political and economic issues affecting a service site, and to provide 

hands-on service. Students and faculty apply to become team members in the fall, and if selected, they spend October 

through March preparing for the experience. For more detailed information about Spring Break Mission Week, visit 

http://chaplain.owu.edu/leslieCenter/springBreakMissionWeek/index.html or visit the Chaplain‟s Office in the Hamilton

-Williams Campus Center, Room 308. 

 

Habitat for Humanity's Collegiate Challenge: Mt. Airy, North Carolina 
Building houses, building lives.  The Habitat for Humanity team accom-

plished this goal as they cleared property and organized a warehouse in Mt. 

Airy, North Carolina for Habitat for Humanity.  Habitat is an organization 

that seeks to eradicate homelessness by providing decent, affordable homes 

for people in need.  In just a few short days, 16 members of the Ohio 

Wesleyan team cleared the trees from two plots of land so that new houses 

can be built there this summer.  Senior Betsy Chapman, Reflection Leader 

for the group, says “We learned that there's always a beginning step that is 

often overlooked. We all assumed that building the house for Habitat was the 

first step in the process but having to clear out the trees so they could actu-

ally build the houses there was eye-opening!” 

 

 

 

Re-New Orleans: Hurricane Katrina Recovery 
Twelve Ohio Wesleyan team members traveled to New Orleans to 

help rebuild and decorate houses that had been affected by the flood-

ing after Hurricane Katrina. The mission team worked with The Epis-

copal Dioceses of New Orleans as well as Beacon of Hope, a grass 

roots organization that works to help neighborhoods in need. The 

team also explored the greater issues of community building, as well 

as national and global responsibility for disaster restoration.  For 

sophomore Maren Oehl, Reflection Leader for the team, the best part 

about the trip was seeing the drive in her team members to help and 

serve those in need.  “This trip reestablished my feelings about my 

peers at OWU and in my generation.  We were all inspired to tell as 

many people as we could about New Orleans and to try and get peo-

ple to participate in Spring Break mission trips next year,” says Oehl.  

Senior Greg Lewis, Team Leader, says, “It was frustrating to see the 

amount of devastation that had occurred and what little had been 

done to help rebuild.  Rebuilding efforts have pretty much stopped and New Orleans has been left behind.  However, I 

think everyone felt a sense of making a difference for those few individuals we worked with.  Our contributions, al-

though small , made such a big difference in the lives of those we worked with.” 

Travel ing the  World for Service  

Alicia Lu and Megan Hoffman (back, l to r ) 

and Emily Rose (front) work with Habitat for 

Humanity. 

 

L to R: Greg Lewis, Duane Ramseur, and Drew  

Peterson dig a trench to replace a broken sewer pipe. 

 

 

http://chaplain.owu.edu/leslieCenter/springBreakMissionWeek/index.html
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Belize Mission Immersion 
Nine Ohio Wesleyan students and faculty partnered with the Blue Thumb 

Mission, (an organization that ministers to Belizean churches for children & 

youth camps, adult conferences and training, and humanitarian outreach in 

local villages), and the Body and Soul Ministries to work on various service 

projects in Roaring Creek, Belize.  Team members fixed a fence, laid con-

crete, dug a frame for a sidewalk, and painted a chapel at the youth camp 

and missionary compound.  They also distributed food to the residents of an 

impoverished neighborhood and led a youth worship service.  Says Team 

Advisor David Soliday, “We saw the good that we contributed through our 

work and our presence.  We also saw first-hand some of the poorest people 

in homes without indoor plumbing and electricity, so we also saw the need.  

It was good to work with organizations that have a history of serving the 

community because the relationships are already made that overcome feel-

ings and perceptions of „us‟ and „them‟.”  Junior Erin Gursky, Reflection 

Leader, says, “I think we learned how individualistic our society can be.  It 

was really cool to see how all the non-profits in the area help each other and 

the impact they are making.  I also hope that the students on the trip were inspired by the long term missionaries in Belize to 

really see the difference they can make.” 

 

 
 

Love and Hope Children’s Home: Nejapa, El Salvador 

For the fourth consecutive year, the El Salvador mission team partnered with 

the Love and Hope Ministries and their orphanage in El Salvador to provide 

care and education for the children.  The 10 team members stayed at the or-

phanage and helped out at the home, as well as assembled and distributed 

1800 bookbags full of school supplies and personal care items to the local 

children.  They also taught English in the Nejapa school, helped with Sunday 

school, and served food with the Love and Hope ministry in a small commu-

nity.  Says Junior Alexa von der Embse, Team Leader, “On the second day of 

teaching English, it was really neat to come back and have the students re-

member us and respond to us, and remember without notes almost everything 

that we had taught them the day before.  Hopefully, we really did make a 

difference.”  Junior Kaitlin Brady, team member, says, “We learned that we 

don't have to be Mother Teresa or Martin Luther King or Gandhi to make a 

difference in the world; we just have to be ourselves. We each have unique gifts, talents and callings, and we can use them to 

serve and love others. I believe we will all remember our time in El Salvador and the people we met, and use that as motiva-

tion to continue finding ways to serve others no matter where we are.”  
 

 

 

Missionaries of Charity: Bronx, New York 
Six students and two faculty members traveled to New York City to work with various 

Catholic organizations, including the Missionaries of Charity in Western Harlem, the 

Franciscans of the Renewal Sisters in Eastern Harlem, the Franciscans of the Renewal 

Brothers at the St. Anthony's Homeless Shelter in the Bronx, the Covenant House in 

Manhattan, and the Catholic Worker House in Manhattan.  They sought to engage in is-

sues of poverty, diversity and service from a Catholic perspective in an inner-city setting.  

Their service aimed to help the homeless through volunteering at a soup kitchen and a 

homeless shelter.  Says senior Kate Kriegel, Team Leader, “I know that we, as a team, 

had to overcome a lot of adversity before and during our trip and that made us each open 

to the new experiences that we were forced into. I personally was on a journey and 

learned about my leadership abilities and style.” 

L to R: Chloe Hamrick, Kaitlin Brady, and Katie 

Jacob at the Love and Hope Ministries. 

 

Caitlin Zeller (left) and Erin Gursky fix a fence  

at the Body and Soul Ministries compound. 

 

Junior, Thomas Lawrence helps 

cook a meal at a soup kitchen.  
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Chicago Urban Plunge: Poverty, Immigration, Religion, and Race  

Thirteen Ohio Wesleyan students and two faculty members traveled to 

Chicago to learn about interfaith dialogue, specifically Christian-

Muslim dialogue, and how it relates to issues of poverty and immigra-

tion in the city.  The team worked on multiple projects with different 

organizations, including providing homework help and an arts and 

crafts exercise for children at the Su Casa Catholic Worker House.  The 

team also worked with the Council on American-Islamic Relations 

(CAIR) to sort through local newspapers to find articles that portray 

Muslims or Islam in a negative light.  And, they helped the Iraqi Mutual 

Aid Society sort through donations for Iraqi refugees living in Chicago.  

Says junior Martha Park, Team Leader, “We learned about all the dif-

ferent ways in which one can work to help others, from something as 

small as changing conversation like the Interfaith Youth Core strives to 

do, to something as big as taking on discrimination cases as with 

CAIR's work.”  Junior Christina Yost, Reflection Leader for the team, 

says, “Too often in our society we let preconceptions and misconceptions get in our way. It can be a damaging thing. But if we 

have respectful, open, and honest communication, we can form new conceptions and bonds that we never thought possible, 

and find new ways to engage the world and our society.  All of this is important for service too.  I think that sometimes we 

only see what our group is doing, but when we realize that many other faith traditions and groups besides are own are also pur-

suing similar goals, we can start to pursue them together and do even more service than was possible by ourselves.” 

 

 

Building and Rebuilding: Lakota Nation, South Dakota 
The 12 members of the Lakota team engaged in the mission to rebuild Lakota-Anglo relationships through respectful conver-

sation, deep critical reflection, and dedicated service.  They partnered with the Tree of Life, a Methodist Organization that 

hosts volunteers for various service projects on the Rosebud Lakota Reservation in South Dakota.  Projects included construc-

tion, sewing, volunteering at the local elementary school, and working at the Tree of Life free store.  According to senior 

Maria Fullenkamp who served as Team Leader for the trip, highlights included members‟ personal growth experiences, group 

bonding, and the contact that they made with individuals working towards long-term solutions on the reservation.  “The trip 

opened our eyes to many of the obstacles of overcoming poverty. Time and again, we saw many problems relating to one an-

other but having no obvious solution. Although we were often discouraged, we did meet some individuals in the community 

who were taking a very proactive role to improve the conditions on the reservation.” 

 

 

 

Women in Community: The Benedictine Sisters of Erie, 

Pennsylvania 
Eight team members visited the Catholic sisters of St. Benedic-

tine in Erie, Pennsylvania and joined in their way of life which 

centers on the community and aiding in efforts to help women 

and children.  They prayed with the sisters three times a day, 

shared meals with them, and typically visited two of their minis-

tries each day.  They also visited the House of Healing, which 

helps young women re-engage in the community after being con-

victed of non-violent crimes; the Neighborhood Arts House, 

which provides free art/creativity programming for inner-city 

children; and the St.Benedictine Education Center, a welfare-to-

work program for immigrants. Meghan Feran, an advisor for the 

team, says, “We learned about the meaning of prayer, simplicity, 

humility, and community. By engaging with the sisters and their 

ministries, and by reflecting every night, we all grew as people. 

One lesson I think we all walked away with was that interdepend-

ence and community go a long way.” 

The team helps the Council on American-Islamic Rela-

tions by preparing postcards for mailing. 

 

 

L to R: Laura Miske, Taurey Overturf, Kathryn Sweeney, 

Meghan Feran, Grace Fecher, Jen Schmitt and Michelle 

Meyer 
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Women’s Athletic Teams Unite to Celebrate National STUDENT-Athlete Day 
 

On Monday, April 5th, eighteen members of the Ohio Wesleyan Women‟s Volleyball and Field Hockey teams partici-

pated in a trash pickup around the Henry Street athletic fields, bike path, and new natatorium as part of National STU-

DENT-Athlete Day.  A program of the National Consortium for Academics and Sports (NCAS), STUDENT-Athlete 

Day celebrates outstanding achievements of athletes who have excelled in academics while making significant contribu-

tions to their communities.  The OWU team members who participated in the trash pickup exemplify this high standard 

both in and out of the classroom.    
 

 

A big “OWU Thank YOU” to 

the Women’s Volleyball and 

Field Hockey teams and their 

coaches, Cynthia Holliday and 

Marge Redmond 

At right, Members of the Women’s Volleyball 

Team dig up a tangle of caution tape during the 

trash pickup. 

Left, Coach Redmond helps bag trash from the 

area adjacent to the Henry Street bike path. 
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NEW!  Shop for a Cause at the Delaware County Community Market 
   Want a place to shop for your groceries and gifts that supports the local economy as well as local nonprofit 

organizations?  Stop by the newly-created Delaware County Community Market Corporation (DCCMC), a not

-for-profit corporation that allows community members to purchases high quality handmade items all year 

while supporting local vendors and nonprofits.  Their mission is to help all parts of the community, which in-

cludes increased sales for vendors, competitive pricing and donation tracking for customers, and additional 

sources of income for local nonprofit organizations within the community.  According the corporation‟s web-

site, the market “began with a belief that the traditional business model could be applied to a nonprofit or-

ganization and produce benefits for a community. Delaware County has several nonprofit organizations 

that provide numerous worthwhile services for the community and its citizens. What these organizations 

need in order to perform their missions is financial support.  We decided to setup a retail store where cus-

tomers (members) can purchase high quality items and donate the profits from their purchases to the local 

nonprofit organization of their choice.” 

   There are three components in the DCCMC: vendors, who are local small business people and who make or 

sell a service and wish to increase their sales to a larger market; members, who are customers who purchase 

items from the vendors; and nonprofits, which are local nonprofit organizations that are eligible for donations 

or contributions.   

   If you are wondering how you can get involved, it‟s simple!  In order to become a “member” and purchase 

items sold by the vendors, all you need to do is register your name, address, email address, phone number, and 

the local nonprofit that you wish to donate part of your purchases to.  Twenty percent of your purchases will 

be sent to your local designated nonprofit organization and five percent is a donation to DCCMC itself.  Once 

you become a member, you can purchase items sold by the local vendors, which include: fresh fruits and vege-

tables that are available year-round, (During the local growing season most of the items will come from grow-

ers within Delaware county. During the rest of the year the best produce from throughout the entire country 

and from around the world are offered), fresh baked goods—from breads to pies to deserts—prepared foods 

for a quick and easy meal; and high quality handcrafted merchandise. 

   Stop by any time throughout the year and support the local economy and nonprofit organizations.  For more 

information, visit their website at http://www.dccmc.com/index.htm or call 740-363-1126. The market is lo-

cated at 222 East William St. (a 3 minute drive or 20 minute walk from campus). 

 

http://www.dccmc.com/index.htm
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Volunteer Opportunities at Stratford Ecological Center 
3083 Liberty Rd., Delaware, OH 43015 – 40-363-2548 

Please contact Jane Walsh at SECVolunteer@aol.com 
www.StratfordEcologicalCenter.org  

 

Farm & Nature Guides – (Weekday) Stratford is dedicated to educating children and adults toward understanding the 
relationships between living things and their environment, thereby fostering an appreciation of the land and all life that 
depends on it.   
  
Saturday Farm & Nature Guides – (3

rd
 Saturday - March–November - 2010) Stratford has opened the experience of 

farm and nature tours to families and we need dedicated volunteers to make this a reality.   
  
Farmer’s Helper - May include animal chores, carpentry, fence building, preparing and maintaining the fields, and other 
farm maintenance and upkeep tasks.   
 

Gardeners - Help in the vegetable gardens, including the Children's Garden, Field Gardens, a Giving Garden, green-
houses and landscape gardens 
  
Movie Night on the Farm Helper – Help coordinate and facilitate these evenings.  This year we are presenting movies 
on June 12

th
, July 10

th
 and August 14th, beginning at 9pm.   

     
Receptionist - Weekdays & Saturdays - This volunteer answers the phone, directs visitors to activities, trails & u-pick 
areas, and sells farm products.  Volunteers needed to cover Monday—Friday 9am-5pm and Saturday 9am-1pm.  
       
Trail Maintenance - Help keep our trails clear of debris and easy to follow.  

April is Sexual Assault Awareness and Child Abuse Prevention Month 
 

April is Sexual Assault Awareness and Child Abuse Prevention Month. During this month, HelpLine of Delaware and 
Morrow Counties, Inc. (HelpLine) will offer programming to raise public awareness and educate communities and indi-
viduals on how to prevent sexual violence and child abuse. 
 
Please join HelpLine at one of the following awareness activities: 
 

April 16, 17, 23, 24, 8:00 p.m. and April 25, 2:00 p.m. 
The Love of the Nightingale by Timberlake Wertenbaker 
Presented by the OWU Theatre & Dance program, this provocative play weaves themes of love, violence and the cost of 
silence. For ticket information and reservations, call 740.368.3855. 
Location: Ohio Wesleyan University 
 
Thursday, April 22, 2010 @ 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.  
Stewards of Children Presented by HelpLine 
Darkness to Light's Stewards of Children is a revolutionary sexual abuse prevention training program founded in re-
sponse to staggering statistics: 1 in 4 girls and 1 in 6 boys will be sexually abused before the age of 18. HelpLine is 
committed to protecting our children by empowering adults to prevent, recognize and react responsibly to child abuse 
through our Stewards of Children training.  To register, contact Connections Volunteer Center at 740.363.5000. 
Location: Andrews House, 39 W. Winter Street, Delaware, Ohio. 

   
   
 

 Sue Hanson, Executive Director 
 740.363.1835, ext. 107 
 E-mail: shanson@helplinedelmor.org 
 

  

Tamika Vinson 
Outreach Coordinator 
HelpLine of Delaware and Morrow Counties, Inc.  
11 N Franklin Street, Delaware, Ohio 43015 
Phone: 740.363.1835  Fax: 740.369.0358 
24-Hour Crisis Hotline: 2-1-1 or 1.800.684.2324 
www.helplinedelmor.org 

mailto:SECVolunteer@aol.com
http://www.StratfordEcologicalCenter.org
mailto:shanson@helplinedelmor.org
http://www.helplinedelmor.org/


 

DATES TO REMEMBER 
 
April 16th, 17th, 23rd, 24th, 8pm and 
April 25th, 2pm 
The Love of the Nightingale  
Ohio Wesleyan University, (page 7) 
 
April 22nd, 6pm-9pm  
Stewards of Children  
Andrews House, 39 W. Winter Street, 
(page 7) 
 
April 25th, 1pm-2:30pm 
Sweatshop Workers Speak Out Tour 
OWU Hamilton-Williams Benes Rooms, 
(page 5) 
 
April 29th 
OWU Last Day of Classes 
 
May 3-6 
OWU Final Exams 
 
May 9th 
OWU Graduation 

 
 
 
 

 

     Please recycle 

Ohio Wesleyan University 
Community Service Learning 
40 Rowland Avenue 
Delaware, Ohio 43015 
 

http://service.owu.edu 

If you would like to advertise a service opportunity or provide a story about a 

project, email Kristen Lear at opknocks@owu.edu.   

Farewell! 
 

As the semester comes to a close and 

I prepare for another fun summer of 

bat research, I also realize that the 

end of my term as Editor of 

“Opportunity Knocks” is quickly ap-

proaching.  For the past two semes-
ters, I have enjoyed learning and re-

porting about all the great service opportunities on campus and in the 

community, and all the amazing students and staff who make Ohio 

Wesleyan a great place to be.  I am impressed by the dedication to and 

enthusiasm for service that I have seen throughout the year, and I was 
proud to be part of the OWU community when we earned the prestigious 

Presidential Award for Excellence in General Community Service this 

year.  I know that I am going to miss being Editor next year, but I also 

know that next year’s Editor will have a great time working with our 

school and Delaware community service partners.  To OWU, thank you 

for making my year such a fantastic year, and I can’t wait to read about 
all the wonderful service you do next year! 
 

Signing off, 

Kristen Lear 

Editor, 2009-2010 

 

Love Day on the JAY ! 

mailto:opknocks@owu.edu

