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Ohio Wesleyan’s New VISTA Volunteer 

Reporting on OWU Community Service Learning & Opportunities in Delaware and Beyond 

Rachel Ramey ~ Editor in Chief 

The Ohio Wesleyan Commu-

nity Service Learning Office is ex-

cited to announce the addition of 

Rosa Dixon, who is serving Dela-

ware this year as an AmeriCorps 

VISTA volunteer. Rosa is a 21 year

-old originally from Yellow 

Springs, Ohio.  

Rosa graduated from OWU in 

2011 with a bachelor‟s in early 

childhood education. Dixon‟s pri-

mary focus will be on the Columbus 

Initiative and other educational pro-

grams. 

Over the next year, Rosa will 

be working in conjunction with 

Ohio Wesleyan University, the Co-

lumbus Initiative, Buckeye Valley 

Reads, Big Brothers/Big Sisters, the 

SACC program at Woodward Ele-

mentary school, the Woodward 

family resource center and the Lib-
erty Community Center. 

The Columbus Initiative, 

Buckeye Valley Reads and several 

of the other programs 

Rosa will be working 

with provide educa-

tional opportunities, 

tutoring services and 

other resources to lo-

cal children. 

Rosa‟s primary role 

will be working with 

the Columbus Initia-

tive, going to Colum-

bus weekly to super-

vise and assist the tu-

tors in the program. 

“I get to work with 

lovely people in my 

job,” she said. “It is 

nice to supervise the 

Columbus Initiative because I was a 

member of the program when I was 

a student here.” 

Rosa said as a VISTA she will 

also help establish a new program 

in the area. She will be working 

with the new 2nd Ward Community 

Center on Ross Street. The center 

will be opened in an attempt to revi-

talize a sense of community in the 

area.  

Rosa will be working to help 

establish afterschool educational 

and tutoring programs through the 

community center. She said the 

goals of the new program will be a 

variety of academic and enrichment 

activities for students. 

She said she decided to accept 

the position after talking with Sally 

Leber, Interim Director of Service 

Learning at OWU.  
“I know and trust Sally,” she 

said. “If she thought it would be a 

good fit I knew it would.” 

Rosa said a lot of the programs 

she‟ll be working with reach out to 

disadvantaged youth in economi-

cally depressed areas of the Dela-

ware community.  

“This is something I‟ll really 

enjoy working on,” she said. “I 

want to make a difference by help-

ing these children.” 

Rosa said after pursuing a 

teaching career, her eventual goal is 

to go into the area of educational 

and academic policy. 

“In terms of the non-classroom 

aspects of teaching and learning, 

this is a good opportunity for me to 

pursue,” Rosa said. 

If you‟re interested in volun-

teering for one of the organizations 

Rosa works with, contact Rosa 

Dixon at rhdixon@owu.edu or stop 

by the Community Service Office 

on the fourth floor of the Hamilton 

Williams Campus Center. 

 

Rosa Dixon 
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Volunteers Clean Stream in Annual Scioto River Sweep 

Editor’s note: This information 

was provided by the Delaware Gen-

eral Health District. 

 

Thirty-five volunteers worked for 

three hours, collecting roughly one 

ton of litter and trash from the 

Scioto River, between Price Nature 

Preserve at Warrensburg and the 

Klondike Road low spot in Concord 

Township this fall.  

With the help of canoes, volun-

teers gathered items from riverbanks 

and nearby roadsides. The annual 

clean-up was organized by Keep 

Delaware County Beautiful, the 

Delaware General Health District‟s 

recycling and litter prevention pro-

gram. 

“We got a lot of stuff which 

could have been recycled or reused 

or disposed of properly for free,” 

said Jenifer Way-Young, Keep 

Delaware County Beautiful coordi-

nator. 

Members of OWU‟s Circle K 

and Environment & Wildlife clubs 

assisted with the clean-up.  

For additional information about 

recycling in Delaware County, con-

tact Way-Young at (740) 368-1700 

or jwayyoung@delawarehealth.org. 

Photo by Keep Delaware County Beautiful 

Above: OWU junior Maggie Argiro as-

sists with the river clean-up. 

Heritage Day and the Habitat for Humanity Shed Build 
The theme of this year‟s Heri-

tage Day is Community Service at 

Ohio Wesleyan. 

On Wednesday, Nov. 9, the 

Heritage Day Committee is teaming 

up with other organizations to high-

light the history of service, philan-

thropy and involvement at OWU 

and in the Delaware community. 

There will be a variety of ser-

vice-oriented activities on campus 

throughout the day. Each location 

will take 10 volunteers per hour.  

Participants may sew sleeping 

bags for the homeless or stuff care 

packages in the Benes Rooms. Cir-

cle K has been running a toiletry 

collection, with donations going to 

SHARE, to assemble the care pack-

ages. A Shed Build will also occur 

on the JayWalk in conjunction with 

the Heritage Day event. 

The build, a Delaware County 

Habitat for Humanity and OWU 

Habitat for Humanity Chapter initia-

tive, will build sheds for homes in 

the Delaware area. 

As part of this year‟s Heritage 

Day celebration, campus clubs and 

organizations were also given the 

opportunity to create posters high-

lighting their organization‟s history 

of service. The posters will be on 

display during the day. In addition, 

president Rock Jones and others will 

be involved in a special presentation 

at 12 p.m. on the JayWalk. The 

celebration will close with a bonfire 

on the Jay at 6 p.m. 

Abigail Dockter, president of 

the OWU Habitat for Humanity 

chapter, said the project helps high-

light service work on campus. 

“I hope this will spark interest 

in Habitat for Humanity and other 

service opportunities on campus,” 

Dockter said. “There is a whole 

body of students who do small ser-

vices and big projects to give back 

to the Delaware community.” 

According to Dockter, Habitat 

sometimes holds small-scale builds 

for singular components of homes. 

She said the goal of Habitat, and the 

Shed Build, is to create affordable 

housing in the Delaware area. The 

completed sheds will be placed in 

Habitat homes in the community.  

“This is a real need all over the 

world, and there is no better place to 

begin meeting it than in your own 

community,” Dockter said. “I like 

Habitat's approach because volun-

teers work along with the folks who 

need the house. In that sense, it's 

like an old-fashioned barn-raising.” 

She said she hopes the Shed 

Build will get more OWU students 

involved in Habitat and affordable 

housing efforts. The build will occur 

on the JAYwalk and it is open to 

everyone. Students may sign-up 

prior to the build, but registration 

and training aren‟t required. 

For more information on the 

shed build and OWU Habitat for 

Humanity, contact Abigail Dockter 

at ardockte@owu.edu. 



Editor’s note: This information 

was provided by DeLaine  Mayer. 

 

This summer, two Ohio 

Wesleyan students spent three 

weeks working at an orphanage and 

school in a slum outside Mombasa, 

Kenya with their Swahili professor.  

The student participants were 

DeLaine Mayer, a senior with a self

-designed interdisciplinary major in 

Peace, Justice and Conflict Resolu-

tion; and  Megan Bachelder, a jun-

ior who  is studying Politics & Gov-

ernment and International Studies.  

Professor Ali Skandor accom-

panied them on this trip, which re-

ceived funding from an Ohio 

Wesleyan University Theory to 

Practice Grant. 

The children of Changamwe 

Orphanage are extremely disenfran-

chised from regular educational 

opportunities. Kenya requires stu-

dents to pay school fees, wear uni-

forms and purchase their own text-

books. Students who cannot afford 

these things often stay home from 

embarrassment, or may be kicked 

out of the classroom by the teacher. 

The school Delaine and Megan 

visited in Changamwe, a slum out-

side of Mombasa, receives no gov-

ernment funding. The teachers are 

unpaid volunteers from the commu-

nity, and students will likely not 

pass the national exams. This is 

because the students don‟t have the 

resources or facilities for a proper 

education. 

The school is a large mud hut 

with several rooms. There are 

roughly 100 students who attend the 

school, which is separated into eight 

different grades. The grades share 

rooms, desks and tables.  

There are only three volunteer 

teachers, with no formal back-

ground in education, who must di-

vide their time between all of the 

classes. Students go without teach-

ers for the majority of their day. It is 

easy to fall behind and drop out of 

the system entirely. 

The orphanage‟s daily func-

tions run on funds from good Sa-

maritans and local leaders. A medi-

cal clinic several miles away pro-

vides rice and beans so the children 

are able to eat at least one daily 

meal. 

For growing children, this is 

not enough; but most days, it is all 

they have. Of the 60 or so children 

currently at the orphanage, most 

sleep three to a bed. Plumbing is 

inadequate; there is no source of 

clean water; and mattresses are old 

and worn. 

DeLaine and Megan fund-

raised more than $4,000 before go-

ing on the trip. Once in Kenya, they 

purchased 14 chairs, one large table, 

three small tables and a large 

dresser for the orphanage. They 

brought more than 150 pounds of 

school supplies, clothing and medi-

cal supplies to donate.  

The appreciation the Ohio 

Wesleyan  students received from 

the children, teachers and orphan-

age caretakers was overwhelming. 

But DeLaine and Megan  knew they 

couldn‟t leave without agreeing to 

offer more help. Their goal is to 

make the orphanage into a Non-

Governmental Organization and to 

create a sustainable relationship 

between Ohio Wesleyan and Kenya.  

Delaine and Megan hope to 

return to Kenya next summer with 

$15,000. These funds will be used 

to provide access to clean water, set 

up indoor plumbing and purchase 

new mattresses. It will also be used 

to improve the overall structure of 

the orphanage.  

For more information on Pro-

moting Education Globally: Chan-

gamwe Orphanage, Kenya, go to 

the website at Kenya.owu.edu.  
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OWU Efforts Promote Education in Kenya 

Global Initiatives 

Photo provided by DeLaine Mayer 

Above: Junior Megan Bachelder, senior DeLaine Mayer and Swahili professor 

Ali Skandor in the orphanage in Mombasa, Kenya this summer. 
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Global Village Collection - 27 N. Sandusky Street 

www.globalvillagecollection.org 

 

Global Village is a non-profit, volunteer-staffed retail store with unique hand-crafted Fair Trade items. The store‟s 

main goal is to promote Fair Trade practices and to improve the economic welfare of Third World artisans and farmers 

by marketing their handicrafts.  

Purchases made at the store help provide a sustainable and fair economic system for the artisans and farmers who 

wouldn‟t otherwise have access to the marketplace. Fair Trade isn‟t about charity; it is a holistic approach to trade and 

development, aiming to alter the ways commerce is conducted, so trade may empower the poorest of the poor. 

Service learning and volunteer opportunities are available for Ohio Wesleyan students interested in gaining hands-

on skills in non-profit management, fair trade and social entrepreneurship. 
 

E-mail: info@globalvillagecollection.org 

Central Ohio Symphony - 24 E. Winter Street 

www.centralohiosymphony.org 

The Central Ohio Symphony Orchestra is seeking 

volunteers for concert assistance. Volunteers are needed to 

help set-up the stage before Gray Chapel performances 

and rehearsals, decorate the stage and lobby for special 

events, move musical equipment, stuff programs, usher 

and take tickets, and clear the stage after concerts. 

COSO is also seeking Ohio Wesleyan students who 

may want to intern at this non-profit. The intern would 

assist in the areas of marketing and development. 

 

E-mail: rbrulotte@centralohiosymphony.org 

Phone: (740) 362-1799 

Council for Older Adults - 800 Cheshire Road 

www.growingolder.org 

This organization offers in-home services for senior 

citizens and their caregivers. The services are offered in an 

effort to maintain seniors‟ independent living status . 

Volunteers are needed to deliver hot meals to older 

adults as a Meals on Wheels driver or assistant; distribute 

seniors‟ Farmers‟ Market vouchers, literature and council 

information at county farmers‟ markets; assist older adults 

at the dining centers; and help with mailings and other 

clerical work in the organization‟s central office. 

 

E-mail: amyb@growingolder.org 

Phone: (740) 363-6677 
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Delaware City Schools 

School Aged Child Care 
 

21st Century 

After School Learning 

Centers 

OWU Students are sought to serve as after-

school tutors for elementary and middle school stu-

dents at Conger Elementary, (10 Channing St.); 

Woodward Elementary, (200 S. Washington St.);  

and Dempsey Middle School, (599 Pennsylvania 

Ave.). Volunteers may be matched with a single stu-

dent or a small group of 2-3 students as they go 

through their afternoon. 

Program details and applications are available 

at the Community Service Learning Office. 

Contact: Beth McDaniel, SACC assistant direc-

tor, at (740) 833-1852 or 

mcdanibe@delawarecityschools.net 

 (WS)2  is a collaboration be-

tween the William Street 

United Methodist Church 

and  Willis Intermediate 

School. The program is fa-

cilitated by the Literacy 

Coalition of Delaware 

County and is seeking vol-

unteers to help tutor grade 

school students after school.  

Responsibilities include supervising students 

through snacks, games, homework and clean up. 

The Literacy Coalition of Delaware County 

also has other volunteer opportunities available. 

Hours for most positions are flexible. Specific re-

sponsibilities may be targeted to an individual's 

interests and background. Depending on the pro-

gram and responsibilities, a background check may 

be required.  

 

Interested parties should contact:  

(740) 816-3514 or 

info@delaware-reads.org 

 

Willis Big 
Brothers 

Big Sisters 
 

You can make a 

difference in a 

child's life by giving as little as two hours a week to 

this school-based mentoring program. Big Brothers 

Big Sisters provides training and on-site supervi-

sion. Willis Intermediate School provides the little 

brothers and sisters and match support. 

 

Applications for the Willis Big Brothers Big 

Sisters program are available at the Community 

Service Learning Office, Ham-Will room 407. 

 

Questions?  Contact the BBBS program direc-

tor, Kerri Robe at  (740) 369-2447 or e-mail: 

krobe@bbbscentralohio.org. 

 T.E.A.M.  MENTORING  

A Program of The Delaware  

County Juvenile Court 

Together Everyone Achieves More 
 

Do you like to play games, go out to eat, and 

hang out with kids? Can you spare 2 hours a 

week to be a mentor? TEAM Mentoring is a ser-

vice learning program offered by the Delaware 

County Juvenile Court that matches mentors 

with Delaware county youth who are court-

involved, as well as with kids who are at risk of 

becoming court-involved. 

Contact Patty Cram at (740) 833-2678  

or e-mail pcram@co.delaware.oh.us 

 

You can help make a difference to a child. 

Background Check required 

mailto:info@delaware-reads.org
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The Humane Society of Delaware County 

HSDC is a non-profit organization providing help to abused, neglected and 

homeless pets. The HSDC conducts cruelty investigations, offers humane 

educational programs, and provides crucial health and wellness services to 

animals. The HSDC operates on donations and contributions of volunteers 

The shelter is located at 4920 State Route 37 East in Delaware, Ohio. For 

more information on how to get involved, call (740) 369-7387. 

The HSDC is seeking volunteers to care for animals at the shelter. Additionally, the 

center is seeking donations for the following items: 

Foster Homes 

Blankets 

Large bath towels  

Non-clumping cat 

litter  

Hand sanitizer  

Gently used col-

lars and leashes  

Bleach  

Laundry deter-

gent  

Kitten and adult 

cat food  

55 & 13 gallon 

trash bags  

Paper towels 

Medium and 

large Kongs 

8” x 11” white 

copier paper  

Cat toys 

Gas Cards 

Live capture traps 

(for stray cats)  

People in Need, Inc. 

People in Need, Inc. (PIN) of Delaware County, Ohio is 

an organization providing short-term emergency food, medi-

cal or housing needs to residents of Delaware County. PIN 

also works with community and government resources to 

help their clients during the rebuilding process after an unex-

pected loss, illness or other financial emergency.  

People In Need is located at 138 Johnson Drive in Delaware, Ohio. For more information on 
how to get involved, call (740) 363-6284 or visit  www.delawarepeopleinneed.org. 

Consider donating to the food pantry. A more comprehensive list may be found on 

PIN’s website, but here are a few of these items: 

Bar Soap 

Boxed Dinners 

Canned Soup 

Canned Fruit 

Canned Milk 

Canned Pasta 

Cereal/Oatmeal 

Dish Soap 

Kleenex 

Laundry Detergent 

Paper Towels 

Peanut Butter 

Macaroni & Cheese 

Shaving Cream 

Soups 

Spaghetti Sauce 
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Up ’til Dawn 2011 ~  Tuesday, Nov. 29 

Ohio Wesleyan‟s Up 'til Dawn campus event is a student-led, student-run 

initiative designed to raise money for St. Jude's Children's Research Hos-

pital in Memphis, Tennessee. By uniting with other students nationwide, 

the Ohio Wesleyan community helps support the life-saving treatments 

and research performed at St. Jude‟s. This hospital treats children with 

cancer, sickle cell disease and other serious illnesses. St. Jude‟s is one of 

the leading research institutions in the world, freely sharing all of its medi-

cal discoveries; and because St. Jude never turns a child away because of 

inability to pay, it relies on donations and programs like Up Til‟ Dawn.  

This year, the campaign to support St. Jude‟s returns to Ohio Wesleyan on Tuesday, November 29th. 

Students, faculty, staff and community members will join together in teams or as individuals to write let-

ters asking for financial support in their fundraising efforts. Anyone interested in participating, register-

ing a team, getting involved or learning more information about Up 'til Dawn and about St. Jude's Chil-

dren's Research Hospital, should contact Marissa Esber at mresber@owu.edu. 

Shack City ~ Nov. 12 & 13 
The Delaware County Habitat for Humanity and its Youth United team is bringing 

Shack City 2011 to Delaware. This initiative is designed to raise awareness about 

issues of homelessness.  

Participants will assemble cardboard boxes and spend the night outside, soliciting 

donations to support a Youth United house at 135 S. Liberty St. The house is under 

construction now. The goal for Shack City this year is $10,000. 

The event will take place on the Amato‟s patio, at the corner of William and Sandusky St. in Delaware. 

For more information or to register for the event, please contact Gabe Quick at (740) 363-9950, ext. 223 

or gquick@habitatdelawareco.org. 

World Cup at OWU ~ Nov. 12 & 13 
Organizations at Ohio Wesleyan are encouraged to register for the World Cup at OWU. All proceeds 

from the event will go towards the organization CARE for relief in the Horn of Africa. 

 

Teams may have a maximum of 12 players, with up to 7 players on the field at once. Registration for the 

tournament is $50 and each game will be 35 minutes. Tickets will be sold for the semi-finals and finals. 

 

For more information, please contact Iftekhar Showpnil at iashowpn@owu.edu. 

mailto:iashowpn@owu.edu


If you would like to advertise a service opportunity or provide a story about a 

project, email Rachel Ramey at opknocks@owu.edu. 

Greetings! 

I‟m Rachel Ramey, the new editor of 

Opportunity Knocks for the 2011-2012 

academic year. I am a senior from Lou-

donville, Ohio, and I‟m double majoring 

in Journalism and International Studies. 

I am the moderator of the Peace and 

Justice House and the editor of The 

Transcript. Because of my experiences 

in the Peace and Justice House, I have 

been involved in many service and so-

cial activism causes on campus and in the Delaware community. I‟m excited to 

work in the Community Service Office this year and learn more about service 

organizations on and off campus. I‟m looking forward to becoming involved in 

service activities in the community and getting to know more about all of our 

community partners. 

Rachel Ramey 

Opportunity Knocks 

 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

November 9th—OWU 

Heritage Day and Day of 

Service 

November 12th—OWU 

World Cup of Soccer 

November 16th—Kenya 

luncheon in Benes 

November 19-27th—OWU 

Thanksgiving Break 

November 29th—Up „Til 

Dawn fundraiser 

December 9th—OWU Fall 

Semester Last Day of Classes 

     Please recycle 

EarthDance 2011 -- Global Festival for Peace 

Photo by Alex Crump 

EarthDance, an international festival to promote peace, took place in Delaware and more 

than 100 other cities across the globe on Sept. 24. This is the third annual EarthDance in 

Delaware and the first year which included student dance performances (pictured above). At 

least 100 people attended the event, and proceeds from the event went to benefit the Strat-

ford Ecological Center. 

Follow us on Twitter: 

@Opp_Knocks 

http://twitter.com/Opp_Knocks?utm_campaign=welcome20100914phx&utm_content=profile&utm_medium=email&utm_source=welcome

