
As we finish up the first half of the semester, we 
wanted to reach out with our first newsletter of the 
2016-17 academic year. In this issue you’ll find 
some info on the programs and details about our 
upcoming events. 

Welcome Class of 2020
It’s good to have you. We hope you to see you at our 
events this semester! Don’t forget to check out our 
website for up-to-date information on the requirements 
for Graduation with University or Departmental Honors, 
the Honors Courses and Tutorials, bios of the Student 
Board and Faculty Directors, fellowships, and more. It’s 
never too early to get involved with all the opportunities 
the Program offers!  

The website can be found here:  https://www.owu.edu/
academics/honors-program/ 

Honors Student of the Month
We’re excited to introduce a new monthly award, 
designed to recognize student achievement within the 
Honors Program. Professors and students can nominate 
exemplary members of the Program; the winner will be 
showcased in the newsletter and on our Instagram. 
Contact honorsboard@owu.edu for nominations. 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In this issue 

• Welcome to the Class of 
2020

• Program Information

• New: Honors Student Of 
the Month awards!

• Meet Dr. Sokolsky

• Semester Events

For information on the Honors 
Program, the Honors Board, 

Graduation with Honors,  and 
more, visit the webpage at 
https://www.owu.edu/

academics/honors-program/
And to stay up to date on 

everything that’s happening 
with the Honors Program on 
campus, follow the Honors 
Board Facebook page at 

https://www.facebook.com/
OWUHonors/! 

Is there something you would 
like to see featured in the next 
Bishop Brains issue? Email your 

ideas to 
honorsboard@owu.edu! 
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Upcoming Events
Check out the events we have planned for the rest of this semester. 

Bare Bowl 
Nov 12 - 11AM - Bare Bowl (downtown) 

Come to Bare Bowl with the Honors Board. You’ll get to paint a 
ceramic bowl or animal, drink cocoa and coffee, hang out with other 
Honors Students— all for free! RSVP by November 5th- space is 
limited.

Honors 
Hour 
Nov 15 - 8PM - Beeghly Library

The Honors Board is hosting a study break for Honors 
Students in the library cafe. We’ll have free snacks, drinks, and 
games to help you relieve some stress before getting back to 
homework!

Professor Lecture Series: Rashana Smith 
Nov 30 - 6PM - Jannuzi Dance Studio

For our second Professor Lecture of the semester, Rashana Smith will be hosting a workshop on 
movement and how dance skills can be transferred into daily life. (This is a movement class— but the 
intensity of it will be up to the participant.)

Honors Luncheon 
Dec 7 - details TBA

Join us for our traditional end-of-the-year luncheon for free food, entertainment, and good company. RSVP by 
December 1.

 

 

Join the Honors Board for  
 

A DAY AT 
BARE BOWL  

PAINT A SMALL BOWL/ANIMAL FIGURE 
ENJOY SOME HOT COCOA/COFFEE 

RELAX WITH FRIENDS/HONORS STUDENTS  

SATURDAY, 
NOVEMBER 12T H 

@11 AM 
MEET AT HAMWILL 

@10:45 AM 

RSVP by November 5th 

  

 When: Tuesday, November 15th @ 8pm  
Where: Beeghly Library Café  

 
Enjoy a nice study break with Honors Students! 

Snacks, drinks and games will be provided.  

Join the Honors Board for 



 
I am very honored to serve as one of the co-
directors of the Honors Program. I have been 
teaching East Asian Literature and Film in the 
Comparative Literature Department at Ohio 
Wesleyan University since 2006. I am chair of 
the Comparative Literature Department as well 
as a faculty member of the Women and Gender 
Studies program and the East Asian Studies 
program. 

My field of specialty is Japanese literature, but 
my research extends beyond Japan to Taiwan 
and China. I am almost fluent in Japanese and 
have some reading knowledge of Chinese. I 
used to speak Moroccan Arabic because I spent 
two years as a Peace Corps volunteer in 
Morocco, where I taught high school English. 
This is to date probably one of the best 
experiences of my life and I am always eager to 
talk about it with students thinking of joining 
the Peace Corps.  

My education has been rather eclectic. I 
graduated with high honors from the University of Michigan with a B.A. in Psychology. I had 
plans to get a Ph.D. in Psychology, but all of that changed due to my experience in the Peace 
Corps. I realized I loved learning languages and teaching so when I returned to the United 
States, I got a Masters Degree in International Education from Harvard University. My 
intention was to return to Africa, specifically the parts of Africa where Arabic is spoken. 
However, through a series of serendipitous meetings, I ended up in Japan working for the 
Japanese Ministry of Education as a teacher in the Japan Exchange of Teaching Program 
(JET). I had a very positive experience living in Japan and I have a great admiration for 
Japanese culture so I decided this is where I wanted to devote the rest of my work life.  After 
several years living in Japan, I returned to the United States and got my Ph.D. in Japanese 
literature from U.C. Berkeley. My specialty is modern Japanese literature with a sub-specialty 
in Women and Gender Studies. But at Ohio Wesleyan I teach courses that cover all of East 
Asia (China, Taiwan, Korea, and Japan), pre-modern and modern. 
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MEET PROFESSOR SOKOLSKY 
Professor Sokolsky of the Comparative Literature Department is the new Co-Director 

of the Honors Program. Below, she discusses her education, research, and her new 
role in the Honors Program. 



My first book From New Woman Writer to Socialist: The Life and Selected Writings of Tamura 
Toshiko from 1936-1938 (Brill, 2015) is about one of Japan’s most famous, if not scandalous, 
women writers. In my book, I translate and analyze nine stories Tamura Toshiko wrote. These 
stories were written when she returned to Japan in 1936 after spending almost two decades as 
a sojourner in Los Angeles and Vancouver. She wrote these stories after witnessing first hand 
the racism Japanese immigrants trying to settle on the west coasts of the United States and 
Canada had to endure in the early 1900s. Another research project of mine is about Taiwanese 
colonial literature. My research on Tamura Toshiko as well as on Taiwanese colonial literature 
has appeared in several peer reviewed journals in my field and in chapters of anthologies 
published by Columbia University and Oxford University Press. 

I am currently writing a biography of my grandfather, George E. Sokolsky, who was a 
journalist in China during the turbulent decades of the 1920s and 1930s and later became a 
syndicated columnist in over 200 newspapers in the United States during the heyday of print 
journalism. Over three hundred boxes of my grandfather’s papers are housed at the Hoover 
Institution at Stanford University, which is where I spent last summer doing archival research. 
 
During my ten years here, I have taught 
two freshmen honors tutorials (“Bad 
Girls: The Making of the Femme Fatale 
in Japanese Literature” and “Literature of 
the Silk Road”). Both of these tutorials 
reflect my own research interests in East 
Asia. In the future, I would like to teach a 
tutorial on Japanese literature and 
environmentalism. I also teach two 
honors classes (“Freedom and Constraint” 
and “Love and Sexuality in East Asian 
Literature”).  

I received a Fulbright Doctoral 
Dissertation Research Award that 
financed a year of research in Japan when 
I was a graduate student. More recently, I 
was awarded a Mellon Foundation Grant 
to participate in a faculty study trip to Korea. I have received other awards and fellowships 
that have enabled me to travel to Japan, China, and Taiwan to do research in various library 
archives. As a result, I am very familiar with writing fellowship applications and I am eager to 
share what I have learned about the application process with all of you. 

I look forward to meeting all of you and helping you get your own academic fellowships. 

     Article and photos provided by Professor Sokolsky.
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