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Academic Advising
Each new student is assigned an academic advisor who will assist in planning an academic program 
and in discussing academic goals and progress. The initial assignment is made, wherever possible, on 
the basis of academic interest. A student may change advisors with the consent of the new advisor. 
Change-of-advisor forms are available in the Office of the Registrar and in the Office of Academic 
Advising.

Admission
Students interested in admission to Ohio Wesleyan should contact the Office of Admission for 
information. Contact the office by phone (800-922-8953), email (owuadmit@owu.edu), or on the 
web (https://owu.edu/admission/).

What Are Your Entrance Requirements?

The Admission Committee has determined that a college preparatory course of study in high school 
will best prepare students for academic success at OWU. Minimum requirements include 4 years of 
English, 3 years of social science, 3 years of math and science, and 2 years of foreign language study 
(3 years recommended).

We accept scores for both the SAT and the ACT, although we require only one set of scores. We do 
not require the ACT writing test. If you’re interested in Ohio Wesleyan, ask that your scores be sent 
directly to us by indicating our institutional code on the score request form. OWU’s SAT code is 
1594; the ACT code is 3316.

Note: OWU is now test-optional for many students. Read https://owu.edu/admission/apply/first-
year-students/ for more information.

Admission to the University is offered on a selective basis. To be considered for admission, 
candidates must submit an application, official high school or GED transcripts, results of the 
ACT or SAT examination, a teacher’s recommendation, a personal essay and a summary of school 
and community activities. OWU requires that applicants have earned either a diploma from an 
accredited high school or the GED Certificate prior to enrolling at the University. Students who 
have been home schooled should consult with the Office of Admission.

Successful candidates for admission typically rank in the top quarter of their high school classes, 
have earned a minimum B average in their academic course work and have demonstrated 
involvement and leadership in school or community organizations. Standardized test scores 
generally reflect commensurate achievement and ability; however test scores are optional in the 
admission process.
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Advanced Placement
The University makes provision for students of unusual ability or preparation who desire to 
accelerate the time required to earn a degree. For this reason, students who plan to enter Ohio 
Wesleyan are encouraged to take the advanced placement examinations of the College Entrance 
Examination Board (CEEB), administered by the Educational Testing Service, which also 
administers the Scholastic Assessment Test. Advanced placement and/or college credit may be 
granted in relation to scores earned and departmental standards. Students who wish to receive credit 
should have their official examination results sent to the Office of the Registrar for evaluation.

Advanced placement credit is given by the following departments:

Biology. A student who achieves a 4 or a 5 on the Advanced Placement test in Biology will be 
awarded credit for BIOL 120. Those same students may be eligible to take proficiency exams for 
BIOL 122, subject to strict time constraints (see Catalog section on proficiency exams for details). 
Contact one of the department chairs for more information.

Chemistry. A student who receives a composite grade of 4 or 5 on the Advanced Placement 
Examination in Chemistry will be granted credit toward graduation for one term of CHEM 110 
and may enroll in CHEM 111.

Any student who receives a composite grade of 5 on the examination may enroll in CHEM 260. If 
the student completes CHEM 260 with a grade of C- or better, the student will be given credit for 
both CHEM 110 and CHEM 111 in addition to the credit received for CHEM 260.

Computer Science. A student who receives a grade of 4 or better on either Advanced Placement 
Examination in Computer Science will be granted credit for CS 110.

Economics. Any student receiving a 4 or better on the Advanced Placement Examination in 
Economics will be given one unit of credit. This unit will be equivalent to ECON 110.

Students receiving a 4 or better on only one part of the exam (micro or macro) will receive one 
unit of lower-level general Economics credit. THIS IS NOT EQUIVALENT TO OWU’S ECON 
110 Principles of Economics course. Before this student can take additional economics courses, 
the student is required to attend class and pass the instructor’s exam for the portion of ECON 110 
that the student did not attempt or did not score above a 3. Arrangements are to be made with the 
department. 

Students with scores of 4 or better on both the Micro and the Macro exams will be given two units 
of credit: one unit equivalent to ECON 110 and one unit of lower-level general Economics credit.

English. Any student receiving a composite grade of 4 or 5 on the Advanced Placement 
Examination in English Literature and Composition will be exempted from ENG 105 and will 
receive one unit of credit for an English literature course. Students receiving a score of 4 or 5 on 
the English Language and Composition exam will be exempted from and receive credit for ENG 
105. Students receiving scores of 4 or 5 on both AP exams in English will be exempted from ENG 
105 and will receive one unit of credit for ENG 105 and one unit of credit for an English literature 
course. The literature credit received will not substitute for ENG 150.
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Environmental Science. Any student receiving a 4 or better on the Advanced Placement 
Examination in Environmental Science will be given one unit of credit. This unit will be 
equivalent to BOMI 233 (Ecology and the Human Future), and may be applied toward major and 
distribution requirements.

Fine Arts. Any student receiving a 4 or better on the Advanced Placement Examination in Art 
History will be awarded one unit of credit. This unit will be equivalent to ART 110 or ART 111.

Any student receiving a 4 or better on the Advanced Placement Examination in Studio Art will be 
awarded one unit of credit. This unit will be equivalent to ART 112 or ART 113.

History. Students receiving composite scores of 4 or better on the Advanced Placement Exam in 
European History will be given a unit of credit applied as HIST 112. This unit will count as a 
European history distribution for the major or minor.

Students receiving composite scores of 4 or better on the Advanced Placement Exam in American 
History will be given a unit of credit applied as either HIST 113 or HIST 114. This unit will count 
as an American History distribution for the major or minor.

Students receiving composite scores of 4 or better on the Advanced Placement Exam in World 
History will be given a unit of credit applied as HIST 120. This unit will not fulfill any distribution 
but will count as an elective course for the major or minor.

Students successfully completing A-levels will receive one credit to be applied to the appropriate 
departmental area to be determined by the department.

Human Geography. Any student receiving a 4 or better on the Advanced Placement Examination 
in Human Geography will be granted one unit of credit, equivalent to GEOG 110.

Latin. Any student receiving a composite grade of 3 or better on either of the Advanced Placement 
Examinations in Latin will be given credit for LATI 110 Beginning Latin I and LATI 111 
Beginning Latin II and will be exempt from the language requirement. Students scoring less than 3 
will be examined by the Classics faculty.

Mathematics. Students earning 4 or 5 on the AB exam in Calculus will receive one credit (for 
MATH 110) and should begin any further math study in MATH 111. Students receiving a grade of 
3 on the BC exam will receive credit for MATH 110 and should begin with MATH 111. Students 
who earn a 4 or 5 in the BC exam will receive two credits (for MATH 110 and MATH 111) and 
place into MATH 210 or MATH 250. A student with an excellent calculus background, but for 
whom the advanced placement examination was not available, should contact the department 
regarding placement in mathematics. 

Modern Foreign Languages. A student receiving a composite score of 3 on the Advanced 
Placement Examination in Chinese, French, German, Italian, or Spanish will be exempted from the 
language requirement and will receive one unit of credit (110) toward graduation not to be counted 
in the major. With a composite score of 4 or 5 the student will be exempt from the language 
requirement and will receive two units of credit (110 and 111) toward graduation not to be counted 
in the major.
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Music. Any student receiving a 4 or better on the Advanced Placement Exam in Music History will 
be awarded one unit of credit. This unit will be equivalent to MUS 105.

Any student receiving a 5 or better on the Advanced Placement Test in Music Theory will be 
awarded one unit of credit. This unit will be equivalent to MUS 110 and MUS 155.

Physics. Any student receiving a 4 or 5 on the Advanced Placement Physics 1 Exam will receive 
1.25 units of credit toward graduation for PHYS 115. Any student who receives a 4 or 5 on the 
Advanced Placement Physics 2 Exam will receive 1.25 units of credit toward graduation for PHYS 
116. Any student receiving a 4 or 5 on the Advanced Placement Physics C: Mechanics Exam will 
receive 1.0 unit of credit toward graduation for PHYS 110C. Any student who receives a 4 or 5 on 
the Advanced Placement Physics C: Electricity and Magnetism Exam will receive 1.0 unit of credit 
toward graduation for PHYS 111C. Students should be aware that PHYS 110L and PHYS 111L 
may be required for some majors.

Politics and Government. Any student receiving a 4 or better on the Advanced Placement 
Examination in American Government and Politics will be given one unit of credit. This unit will 
be equivalent to PG 111.

Any student receiving a 4 or better on the Advanced Placement Examination in Comparative 
Government and Politics will be given one unit of credit. This unit will be equivalent to PG 113.

Psychology. Any student receiving a 4 or better on the Advanced Placement Examination in 
Psychology will be given one unit of credit. This unit will be equivalent to PSYC 110.

Statistics. Any student receiving 4 or better on the Advanced Placement Examination in statistics 
will be given one unit of credit for MATH 105.

International 
Baccalaureate Ohio Wesleyan recognizes academic work taken toward the International Baccalaureate and grants 

course credit for specific performance levels on the higher exams. For each higher exam on which 
the student scores a 5, 6, or 7, two units of credit will be awarded, except in the departments 
granting specific credit or additional criteria listed below. Students also may petition individual 
departments for credit, if the student has earned a 4 on the higher-level examination or the 
student believes additional credit is warranted. Students who have completed the International 
Baccalaureate and wish to obtain credit should have their official examination results sent to the 
Office of the Registrar for evaluation. 

International Baccalaureate credit is granted as follows: 

Biology: A student with a 5 or higher on the International Baccalaureate Higher Level Examination 
in Biology will be awarded credit for both BIOL 120 and BIOL 122.

Chemistry: The chair of the department will determine credit after consultation with the student.

Computer Science: A student who received a grade of 5, 6, or 7 on the high-level International 
Baccalaureate in Computer Science will receive credit for CS 110, Introduction to Computer 
Science and Programming.
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Economics: A student who received a grade of 5, 6, or 7 on the high-level International 
Baccalaureate in Economics will receive credit for ECON 110, Principles of Economics, and one 
unit of credit for a general lower-level course.

Film: A student who received a grade of 5, 6, or 7 on the high-level International Baccalaureate in 
Film will receive credit for ENG 254, Introduction to Film.

History: Students receiving composite scores of 5 or better on the high-level Baccalaureate in 
History of Europe and the Islamic World will be given credit toward graduation for HIST 111, 
Introduction to Early European History. Those receiving a 5 or better on the high-level 20th 
Century World History examination will receive a unit of credit toward graduation in HIST 900 
lower-level history. Students receiving 5 or better on a high-level (International) Baccalaureate 
in history will be given credit toward graduation. If the completed course resembles an existing 
100-level course, to be determined by the department, the student will be given credit for that 
course. Otherwise, credit will be awarded as History 126, IB History.

Mathematics: A student who received a grade of 5, 6, or 7 on the high-level International 
Baccalaureate in Mathematics will receive credit for MATH 110, Calculus I.

Psychology: A student who received a grade of 5, 6, or 7 on the high-level International 
Baccalaureate in Psychology will receive credit for PSYC 110, Introduction to Psychology, and a 
second generic unit of credit for coursework in the psychology department. Students who score a 4 
or lower will not be exempt from the course nor will they receive a generic unit of credit.

Sports, Exercise, and Health Science: A student who received a grade of 5, 6, or 7 on the high-
level International Baccalaureate in Sports, Exercise, and Health Science will receive one unit 
of credit for Health and Human Kinetics 900 lower-level Health and Human Kinetics. Students 
may work with the chair of the department if they feel additional credit is appropriate.

Theatre: A student who received a grade of 5, 6, or 7 on the high-level International Baccalaureate 
in Theatre will receive credit for THEA 101, The Art of Theatre. Any credit beyond that would be 
subject to department review, interview, and audition.

Examinations for 
Placement and/or 
Credit Examinations for placement in a course sequence in foreign language will be administered without 

charge during New Student Orientation or StART and at other times specified by the department. 
No college credit is granted, and the examinations may not be repeated.

Examinations for college credit in other courses may be taken by any student during the first 
semester of the freshman year without charge. Arrangements to take such examinations should be 
made with the appropriate academic departments. After the first semester of the freshman year, 
examinations for credit will be subject to the procedures stated in the following paragraph.
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Examinations for credit in any course except those meeting basic requirements may be taken 
within the first four weeks of a semester at the request of any student who, in the opinion of 
the department concerned, is qualified for such an examination. Application for a proficiency 
examination must be filed in the department no later than the third week of the semester. The 
student will be billed an initial fee for the administration of the examination (see Fees). The 
examination will be comprehensive and can be expected to include any of the materials normally 
covered in the course. It will be read by at least two faculty members, and a subsequent report will 
be made to the Office of the Registrar. If the student’s performance is at least C-, the Registrar 
will enter appropriate credit on the student’s academic record, and the student will be billed an 
additional fee for the application of credit to the record. The credit will be entered as “S” and will 
carry no credit points. No record will be made of failure in such examinations. The proficiency 
examination is not to be used to change a grade previously received in a course. Upperclass students 
may not attempt proficiency examinations in courses numbered 100-249.

Examinations for credit in professional work or foreign studies that a student has pursued outside 
the usual, accredited college framework may be taken without charge. Arrangements should 
be made with the appropriate departments, and evidence of completion of the work must be 
submitted to the Office of the Registrar.

Registration 
in Courses In order to complete a degree in four years, a student must average 8.5 units of credit each year. 

Enrollment in four unit courses and 4.25 total credits is the normal academic load for a regularly 
enrolled student, and full-time students must be enrolled in at least 3.25 units of credit. A non-
degree student with fewer than 3.25 units of credit per semester shall be designated as a special or 
part-time student. Such students will pay the per course tuition fee for this registration, but they 
will not be required to pay other general and miscellaneous fees nor be eligible for the services that 
these fees support.

Unit of Credit Ohio Wesleyan’s unit of credit is defined as equivalent to 3.75 semester hours or 5.5 quarter hours.
Full-or Part-Time
Enrollment After the completion of 16 units, part-time non-degree students must apply and qualify for 

admission to the University. If the student is admitted as a degree candidate, further enrollment 
must be on a full-time basis. Students wishing an exception to this policy may petition through the 
Academic Status Committee.
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Course Overload Students in good academic standing may enroll for as many classes as they and their academic 
advisor agree are appropriate up to 5.50 units. Students who wish to exceed the 5.50 unit 
maximum must file a petition with the Academic Status Committee before registering for an 
overload. Any additional tuition and fees assessed for exceeding the 5.50 unit maximum are the 
student’s responsibility and cannot be waived. Students on academic probation (less than 2.0 
cumulative grade point average) must also file a petition with the Academic Status Committee 
before registering for more than 4.50 units of credit in a semester. Petitions are available in the 
Office of the Registrar or on their website under Forms. Please see the Fees section of this Catalog 
for information on the tuition charged.

Independent studies, tutorials, directed readings, or practicums may be included in the schedule at 
pre-registration with a signed change-of-schedule form. Students may obtain a form in the Office of 
the Registrar or on their website under Forms. Regular unit courses taken in excess of four must be 
added during the designated registration portal that opens after each class has had an opportunity to 
register.

Change of Schedule Once registered for a set of courses, students who wish to change their registration may do so online 
until one week after the start of the term. Subsequent schedule changes require a completed and 
signed change-of-schedule form to be returned to the Office of the Registrar. Classes may be added 
or dropped, and credit/no entry may be selected, through Tuesday of the second week of classes of 
any semester or half-semester module.

After the drop deadline, students may withdraw from full unit courses through Tuesday of the 
tenth week of the semester. Students may withdraw from modular courses through Tuesday of the 
fifth week of the appropriate module. Withdrawal from courses is permitted as long as students 
maintain full-time status (enrolled in at least 3.25 units of credit for the semester). Students who 
find it necessary to withdraw to part-time status must receive permission from the Academic Status 
Committee through the petition process. The students’ transcripts will indicate a “W” as the final 
grade.

After the tenth week (fifth week for modular courses), students may withdraw only with permission 
of the Academic Status Committee by petition, and such permissions will be based only on 
extenuating circumstances beyond the students’ control. For such courses, instructors will submit 
final grades of “WP” (withdrawn with passing work) or “WF” (withdrawn with failing work), 
depending on the instructors’ evaluations of the students’ work prior to the withdrawal. Petition 
forms are available in the Office of the Registrar or on their website under Forms.

Students may not withdraw from classes for any reason during the last four class days of any 
semester or half-semester module. No tuition will be refunded for withdrawals from classes.
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Attendance Students waiting to be admitted to a course may be given the places of those who are not present 
on the first day of class. A student who fails to attend a class during the first five days of the semester 
and who fails to utilize the procedure for dropping a course will receive a grade of “F” in that course, and 
no student may claim credit in any course unless the student has been officially enrolled as shown on the 
student’s schedule in self-service or on a change-of-schedule form on file in the Office of the Registrar.

Students who miss the deadline to add or drop a course must petition the Academic Status 
Committee.

Instructors will grant excused absences to students who miss class in order to participate in 
University-sanctioned functions such as theatrical and musical performances, field trips associated 
with classes, and intercollegiate athletic contests. Students so excused will be expected to meet 
all course requirements. This policy in no way removes the instructor’s right to determine the 
conditions under which the work missed by the student is to be made up, if such is possible. It is 
the responsibility of the student to inform the instructor in advance of such absences and of the 
sponsor to provide written verification of the student’s participation.

Auditing A full-time student at Ohio Wesleyan may audit a course with the permission of the course 
instructor. Persons not enrolled at the University may audit a lecture course (not laboratory, studio, 
or computing courses or service courses in physical education) by completing an Audit Application 
available in the Office of the Registrar. The instructor’s permission is required, and there is a fee for 
auditing except for senior citizens 65 years of age or older (see Fees).

Regular students may not audit a course and then attempt a proficiency examination for the same 
course.
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Reports and Grades
The University places upon each student the responsibility to inform parents or guardians about 
the student’s academic progress. Final grades are issued electronically to the student and academic 
advisor through OWU self-service. Students may provide others access to their grades through the 
self-service portal using the Shared Access function.

Grades At the end of the semester, grades are issued on a four-point scale as shown below. This scale went 
into effect beginning Fall 2006 semester.

A, A+ 4.00 points
A- 3.67 points
B+ 3.33 points
B 3.00 points
B- 2.67 points
C+ 2.33 points
C 2.00 points
C- 1.67 points
D+ 1.33 points
D 1.00 points
D- 0.67 points
E 0.00 points Conditional Failure
F 0.00 points Failure

Other grades are: W (withdrawn), WP (withdrawn with passing work), WF (withdrawn with failing 
work), CR (credit by examination, credit but no grade is computed in semester or cumulative 
average), S (satisfactory, credit but no grade is computed in semester or cumulative average), I 
(incomplete), PR (progress), NR (no grade reported), T (transfer credit, credit but no grade is 
computed in semester or cumulative average), U (unsatisfactory), and WVR (waiver, no credit and 
no grade is computed in semester or cumulative average).

Midterm Estimates Students receive midterm estimates for full semester courses taken at Ohio Wesleyan falling within 
the normal academic calendar with the exception of the summer session. Estimates give students an 
overview of their academic status at mid-semester. Appropriate midterm estimates are as follows:

P current grade of C- or higher 
PN passing negligent or not engaged (student is passing but has stopped attending or  
 is no longer engaged in the class) 
U current grade of D+ or lower (student is engaged but does not comprehend the  
 material) 
UN not passing negligent or not engaged (student is at the D+ level but is not  
 attending and/or is not engaged) 
Q no basis for evaluation 
QN no basis for evaluation due to negligence 
X student registered but never attended (students should take steps to withdraw  
 from this course, as it will revert to a failing grade at the end of the semester)
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Progress The grade of PR is permitted in courses that may require more than one semester for completion. 
Such courses are limited to tutorials, independent studies, directed readings, apprenticeships, 
seminars, and advanced experiential courses. No credit is given for a PR, and the student continues 
the course for a grade in the following semester, after which the grade must be submitted to the 
Registrar. An extension beyond two semesters may be granted only through approval of a petition, 
which may be obtained in the Office of the Registrar or on their website. Unless the Registrar is 
informed to the contrary, the grade of F will be assigned to all Progress grades not removed by the 
end of the semester following the one in which the PR was given.

No Grade Submitted When no grade has been submitted for a student enrolled in a course, the designation of NR for 
“No Grade Reported” will appear on the student’s grade report and transcript.

The faculty member involved will be asked to submit a grade to the Office of the Registrar by the 
end of the 15th class day of the semester following the one in which no grade was submitted. If no 
grade is submitted as requested, and unless the Academic Status Committee takes alternate action 
in response to a written statement from the professor and/or the student, the Registrar will assign 
a grade of F at the end of the next semester in which the student is regularly enrolled. NRs on a 
student’s record must be removed by appropriate action before a student can be graduated.

Credit / No Entry The credit/no entry option may be selected by students for no more than four courses (two modules 
in the same department may be counted for one course) in the 34 units required for graduation. No 
more than one credit/no entry may be taken in any semester, and credit/no entry courses may not 
be taken in the major area of study nor in any courses to be used for the general requirements in 
English composition and foreign language or for the distribution requirements. Courses taken on a 
credit/no entry basis may be counted in the minor at the discretion of the department or program 
under which the minor is offered.

Students must elect the credit/no entry option by the Tuesday of the second week of classes of 
any semester, and approval of the academic advisor is required. The student will receive a regular 
lettergrade in the course, and this grade will be converted to the credit/no entry notation. If the 
grade earned is C- or better, the student will receive a grade of S (credit) on the transcript. If the 
grade is lower than C-, no formal entry of the course will be made on the transcript.

If the student receives credit for the course (C- or better), the student may request that the grade 
be included in the cumulative average in writing to the Associate Registrar. Such requests must be 
filed no later than the first ten days of the semester following the one in which the credit/no entry 
enrollment was taken. These courses will still count in the total number of credit/no entry allotted 
to each student.
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Repeated Course Students who repeat a course by taking that course on a credit/no entry basis the second time will 
have their record adjusted in the following way. If credit is earned the second time, the initial grade 
will be removed from the average only if that grade is D+ or lower.

Students may repeat at Ohio Wesleyan University any regular course in which the grade was D+ or 
lower. Students may not repeat any course in which they have received a grade of C- or higher. The 
transcript will record the grade each time the student takes the course. Only the second (last) grade 
will be counted in the cumulative grade point average even though the last grade could be a lower 
grade than one received earlier. If a student repeats a course for which the grade was C- or higher, 
only the original grade earned will be counted in the cumulative grade point average.

Credit will be granted only once for satisfactory completion of any Ohio Wesleyan course. A course 
being repeated will count as a normal course for the purposes of computing tuition charges and 
determining a student’s academic load. Courses such as Directed Readings, Independent Studies, 
Apprenticeships, and Tutorials cannot be repeated to replace a grade.

Failures Any course(s) that a student fails will not be counted toward graduation.

Honors in Course An honors grade in a course is awarded to a student satisfactorily completing a project beyond the 
normal requirements; the student also must receive a course grade of B or better.

Conditional Failure The grade of E (conditional failure) is normally given when a student has completed all work in 
a course but, for reasons to be determined by the individual instructor, the instructor remains 
undecided as to a final mark of D or F. A student who receives the grade of E is permitted to take 
a reexamination within the first 15 days of the next semester excluding the summer session. An 
extension of this time limit will be granted only through approval of a petition, which may be 
obtained from the Office of the Registrar or online. No fee is to be charged for the reexamination. 
If the student passes this examination, a grade of D may be given; should the student fail, the 
instructor then informs the Registrar to record a permanent grade of F for the course. In all cases, 
however, the grade of E is treated by the University (for purposes of semester and cumulative point 
average) as an F until the reexamination has been taken. Should the examination not be completed 
within the specified time, the grade of E is to be changed to F by the Registrar.

Incomplete The grade of I (Incomplete) is given when the student, for reasons beyond his or her control, 
cannot finish the work in a course. Such reasons should be limited to serious medical problems 
or a major family crisis. Verification of these circumstances may be required by the instructor. 
The pressures of a semester’s work load or the desire to do additional work in the course are not 
sufficient reasons for giving an incomplete. 

The student and the instructor assume joint responsibility for the removal of the incomplete. The 
student must complete the remaining work by the end of the third week of the next semester, 
excluding the summer session. The instructor is responsible for reporting the course grade to 
the Registrar by the end of the fifth week of that semester. Extensions of these time limits can be 
granted only through approval of a petition, which may be obtained in the Office of the Registrar 
or online. Should the student fail to complete the work within the specified time, the instructor 
may assign a grade on the basis of work completed. Unless an extension has been granted, the 
grade of F will be assigned to all incompletes not removed by the end of the fifth week of the next 
semester. A student who receives an incomplete during the final semester of enrollment will not be 
graduated until the I is removed. 

Academic Regulations
And Procedures
Reports and Grades



18 19

Residence Requirement
In order to receive a degree, a student must be enrolled full-time for the junior and senior years in 
academic residence at Ohio Wesleyan. Participation in organized off-campus programs, whether 
foreign or domestic, may apply to this residency requirement provided such participation has been 
approved by the Director of International and Off-Campus Programs (or by the Committee on 
Teaching, Learning & Cross Cultural Programming). Study undertaken during the academic year at 
other colleges or universities may sometimes apply to the residency requirement at the discretion of 
the Academic Status Committee, providing a minimum of four semesters (16 units of credit earned) 
is spent at Ohio Wesleyan.

Academic Probation
and Dismissal After each semester, the grades and satisfactory progress of each student at Ohio Wesleyan are 

reviewed by the Academic Status Committee of the Faculty. Because Ohio Wesleyan requires at 
least 34 units of credit with a minimum 2.0 cumulative grade point average for graduation, it is 
imperative that students work toward achieving both goals each year at Ohio Wesleyan. Students 
may be placed on probation or dismissed from the University if their grades or progress fail to meet 
the following standards.

Any student who earns grades in a given semester that yield less than a 2.0 cumulative grade point 
average will be placed on academic probation unless the student’s semester grade point average is 
less than 1.0. Regardless of the cumulative average, any student who earns less than 1.0 in a given 
semester will be academically dismissed from the University.

To earn a degree from Ohio Wesleyan University in four years, a student must average 4.25 units of 
credit each of eight semesters. To achieve this goal, students must make satisfactory progress, which 
is defined as earning at least seven (7) units of credit by the start of the second year, at least fifteen 
(15) units by the start of their third year, and at least twenty-three (23) units by the start of their 
fourth year. Students who fail to make satisfactory progress may be placed on academic probation 
for one year. If, at the end of the probationary year, satisfactory progress has not been reached, 
students may be academically dismissed from the University. 

Students who have been placed on academic probation will be permitted to continue at Ohio 
Wesleyan if their performance in the next semester raises or maintains their cumulative grade point 
average. By the time the student has earned 15 graduation units (normally the start of the third 
year), the student must have and must maintain the cumulative 2.0 grade point average required for 
graduation. Students with 15 or more graduation units will be dismissed if their cumulative grade 
point average falls below 2.0.

A student who is academically dismissed from Ohio Wesleyan for the first time has the right to 
appeal the dismissal on the basis of verifiable, extenuating circumstances and may be permitted to 
enroll the following semester on a conditional basis. If the student is not permitted to enroll the 
following semester, the student may apply for reinstatement to Ohio Wesleyan after at least one 
semester, excluding summer, away from the campus. A student who is dismissed a second time 
is not eligible to appeal the dismissal but may apply for reinstatement after at least one semester, 
excluding summer, away from campus. A student who is dismissed a third time may not appeal the 
dismissal or apply for reinstatement at any time.
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Academic Honesty
I.    Preamble, Definitions and Examples

Scholarly work in every discipline involves the use of others’ thoughts, work, and experimental 
results, published and unpublished.  Academic honesty requires that such use be frankly and fully 
acknowledged.  Failing to make such acknowledgment constitutes academic dishonesty.

All members of the Ohio Wesleyan community are obligated to maintain academic integrity and 
to foster it in others.  Participating in, tolerating, or ignoring academic dishonesty must result from 
a radical misunderstanding of the nature of an academic community.  Ignorance is no excuse for 
academic dishonesty.  The Academic Honesty Policy is published in The Ohio Wesleyan Catalog 
which is available to each student throughout the year.  Students will be held accountable for 
violations of the Academic Honesty Policy even if they claim they have not read it.

This policy is designed to make clear, in part by the penalties imposed, the seriousness of the 
university’s commitment to academic honesty.  It also is intended to promote thinking about the 
conventions of academic honesty, the process of learning those conventions, and the consequences 
of violating them.  Its definitions and examples are not exhaustive.

Definitions:

There are many forms of academic dishonesty, including:

• CHEATING, the use of unauthorized, prohibited, or unacknowledged materials in any 
academic exercise;

• FABRICATING, the falsification or invention of information, interpretation, or source 
materials;

• FACILITATING ACADEMIC DISHONESTY, the conscious participation, in any manner, 
in another student’s commission of any academically dishonest act;

• PLAGIARIZING, the representation of words, ideas, figures, or materials from other sources 
(print, audio, visual or digital, including the internet) as one’s own.

Elaboration and Examples:

CHEATING

Unless told otherwise by their instructors, students should assume that examinations are to be 
completed without the use of books, notes, or conversation with others, either in person or 
electronically.   Students who use or attempt to use unauthorized information in any academic 
exercise, including exams, are cheating.

FABRICATING

Fabrication is the unauthorized  falsification or invention of information in an academic exercise.  
For example, it is academically dishonest to “invent” information in a laboratory experiment.

Also, students who, without notifying their instructor, attempt to submit academic work that has 
already been submitted for another course—whether that work has been graded or not—have 
fabricated their assignment.
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FACILITATING ACADEMIC DISHONESTY

Students who make their work available for another student to submit as his or her own, whether 
exactly as is or in altered form, are facilitating academic dishonesty, as are students who allow others 
to copy their answers on examinations.  Aiding and abetting other students’ dishonesty is a serious 
breach of the academic honesty policy and is itself punishable just as cheating, fabricating, and 
plagiarizing are.

PLAGIARIZING

The Random House Webster’s Dictionary of the English Language defines plagiarism as “the 
unauthorized use of the language and thought of another author and the representation of them 
as one’s own.”  Any failures to accurately and completely document all uses of source materials 
in an academic exercise constitute academic dishonesty.  Source materials may include, but are 
not limited to, printed books, electronic media, oral reports, speeches, statistical information or 
analyses, anecdotal comments, visual media, musical performances, theatrical performances, or 
official and legal documents.

Plagiarism most commonly occurs in academic assignments when source materials are quoted, 
paraphrased, summarized, borrowed, or referenced WITHOUT PROPER DOCUMENTATION 
PROVIDED.  The following are rules for citing source materials:

• Provide a source for every direct quotation. . . .

• Document all ideas, opinions, facts, and information in your paper that you acquire from 
sources and that cannot be considered common knowledge. . . .

• Document all ideas, opinions, facts, and information in your paper that your readers might 
want to know more about or might question. . . .

• Provide content notes as needed, but sparingly. . . .

• Provide dates, identifications, and other information to assist the reader.

(Hairston and Ruszkiewicz, The Scott, Foresman Handbook for Writers, 4th ed. [New York:  
HarperCollins 1996], 567-570.)

For examples and specific guidelines pertaining to documentation requirements, consult Parts 
VII and VIII of The Scott, Foresman Handbook (“Research and Writing”, “Documentation”).  The 
handbook provides definitions, models, and examples of the conventions for citing sources and 
the standards for citation formats in different styles.  Documentation formatting guidelines vary 
considerably among academic disciplines and courses; students should consult instructors in the 
appropriate discipline for information regarding citation formats and documentation standards.  
The responsibility for seeking this information and using it rests with each individual student.

II.    Penalties for Violations of Academic Honesty Policy

a. The penalty for a first violation can range from a zero for the assignment to failing grade in 
the course.  Students who commit only one act of academic dishonesty during their tenure at 
Ohio Wesleyan will have the record of that offense kept by the Associate Dean for Academic 
Performance expunged at the time of graduation.
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b. The penalty for a second offense is a failing grade in the course with a special notation on 
the student’s official transcript denoting “failure for reasons of academic dishonesty” and 
suspension from the University for a period of not less than one semester.  For students found 
guilty of a second offense, the notation of “failure for academic dishonesty” will remain 
on their official transcripts for one year following their graduation or separation from the 
University and will be automatically expunged by the Registrar at that time.

c. The penalty for a third offense is expulsion.  For students found guilty of a third offense, the 
notation of “failure for academic dishonesty” will remain on their official transcripts for three 
years following their expulsion and will be automatically expunged by the Registrar at that 
time.

d. A student found guilty of a first act of academic dishonesty is required to receive instruction as 
to what constitutes academic dishonesty and must sign a statement verifying that instruction 
was given (see III. c. below).  A student who fails to seek and receive such instruction within 
fifteen class days of notification by the Associate Dean will have his/her transcript amended 
to note that the student has been charged with academic dishonesty in the particular course 
in which he/she was charged.  This notation shall remain on the student’s transcript for three 
years after graduation or withdrawal from the university.

III. Procedures

a. When the instructor determines that academic dishonesty has occurred, he or she either assigns 
a penalty or refers the case to the Academic Conduct Review Board (ACRB).  The instructor 
must also send a report to the Associate Dean for Academic Performance identifying the 
student and summarizing the case and the penalty assessed; the Associate Dean will send a copy 
of this report to the student.

b. The Associate Dean is responsible for the following:  (1) keeping records of all cases of 
academic dishonesty; (2) communicating to the student the report filed by the instructor in III. 
a. above; (3) ensuring that any student convicted of academic dishonesty receive instruction in 
the concepts of academic honesty and the procedures for its enforcement at Ohio Wesleyan, 
including the penalties for second and third violations; and (4) convening the ACRB as 
required and as necessary.

c. Instruction in academic honesty may be given by the instructor of record or by a faculty 
member (normally the Associate Dean); in either case the student must sign a statement 
verifying that the instruction was given.  This statement will be kept on file by the Associate 
Dean.

d. When a penalty has been assigned by the instructor, the student may appeal the charge of 
academic dishonesty or the penalty within fifteen (15) class days of receiving a copy of the 
report sent to the Associate Dean.  Appeals are to be presented by the student him/herself and 
heard by the ACRB.  If the ACRB upholds the instructor’s decision, the student may then 
appeal to the Provost.  The appeal must be made to the Provost by the student.  Once the 
Provost has ruled, no further appeal is permitted.
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e. If the ACRB hears a case referred to it by the instructor, the ACRB determines whether the 
student did or did not violate the Academic Honesty Policy.  If it decides that the student 
violated the policy, the ACRB assigns a penalty and sends a full report to the Associate Dean, 
who distributes copies to the student and to the instructor of record.  The student may 
appeal the ACRB’s decision to the Provost.  Once the Provost has ruled, no further appeal is 
permitted.

f. The ACRB consists of three faculty chosen by faculty vote, two students chosen through 
WCSA, and the Associate Dean (who chairs the ACRB but has no vote).  In instances 
involving a possible conflict of interest (e.g., the instructor of record is a member of ACRB), 
the faculty alternate, elected by the faculty, shall serve as a substitute with voting power.  If 
the conflict of interest involves one of the two student members, the Associate Dean shall ask 
WCSA to select an alternate who shall serve as a substitute with voting power.

g. In determining the penalty for a second offense, “one semester” is taken to mean a semester 
during the regular academic year.  Thus a penalty of suspension of one semester, incurred 
during a summer session, would be enforced during the following fall semester.

Academic
Grievance Policy Membership in the Ohio Wesleyan community requires a devotion to the highest principles of 

academic and personal integrity, a commitment to maintain honor, and continuous regard for the 
rights of others. There can be no rights without individual responsibility.

Ohio Wesleyan assumes that its faculty is composed of mature and conscientious individuals, 
committed to teaching and learning as a career and a profession. Each teacher is presumed to 
develop and use methods and techniques which enhance learning and which best fit his or her 
personality and subject matter area. At the same time, the instructor is expected to abide by 
the general principles of responsible teaching, which are commonly accepted by the academic 
profession.

Students are free to take reasoned exception to the data or views offered in any course of study. 
While they may reserve judgment about matters of opinion, they are responsible for learning the 
content of any course in which they are enrolled.

In the event of an academic grievance, all parties involved are referred to the Joint Statement 
on Rights and Freedoms of Students and the Complete Text of Endorsements by Sponsoring 
Organizations, which have been adopted by the Wesleyan Council on Student Affairs, the Faculty, 
and the Board of Trustees. They are also referred to in the statement on academic honesty and 
plagiarism, which are discussed below.
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Grievance Procedure Any student who is convinced that his or her academic performance has been treated in a 
prejudicial or capricious manner or evaluated by criteria other than those appropriate to the course 
has the right to file an academic grievance. In some cases, the student may believe that direct pursuit 
of the alleged violation could result in prejudicial treatment of his or her case or in jeopardizing his 
or her relations with the faculty member or department involved. If this is so, the aggrieved student 
is urged to seek the advice of his or her academic advisor or other faculty member. As a result of 
these discussions, the student may ask a faculty or administrative staff member, not to include the 
President, the Provost, or the Associate Dean for Academic Performance, to act as intermediary in 
the case. Should that person agree to act as intermediary, the same procedure should be followed as 
when students are acting in their own behalf (outlined below). It is understood that by their nature, 
some complaints cannot be pursued, or pursued to a final solution, without the student’s name 
being known to the faculty member or department involved.

In order to preserve academic freedom and still provide an avenue for appeal for a student who 
seeks redress of an academic grievance, the following procedure is established. The discussion and 
resolution of a problem between a member of the faculty and a student or students will follow these 
steps:

1. The student should make an appointment to discuss the grievance with the professor involved. 
The student must provide appropriate documentation of the grievance. If the grievance is not 
resolved, the student may proceed to step 2.

2. The student should now make an appointment with the chairperson of the department 
involved. Again, the student should provide appropriate documentation of the grievance. The 
chairperson should ask the professor to provide rebuttal material, if appropriate. In cases where 
the chairperson is the instructor involved in the grievance, another full-time faculty member in 
the department, the student’s academic advisor, or another faculty member may serve in this 
mediating capacity.  If the grievance is not resolved to the satisfaction of the student and the 
faculty member involved, the student may proceed to step 3.

3. The student should make an appointment to discuss the grievance with the Associate Dean for 
Academic Performance. This step must be initiated by the end of the fifth week of the semester 
immediately following the one in which the grievance arose. The student should provide 
appropriate written documentation of the grievance, including the results of steps 1 and 2. The 
written documentation should be provided to the Associate Dean at least one day in advance 
of the appointment to discuss the grievance. The Associate Dean will investigate the complaint 
by obtaining data and statements from all parties involved and will attempt to resolve the 
grievance by mutual consent of the student and faculty member.

If the case cannot be resolved based on the information available, the Associate Dean will convene 
an advisory committee of two faculty members, preferably with little or no prior knowledge of the 
grievance. The student will select one other faculty member. The faculty member may be from the 
department involved or from related disciplines. Each party may exercise one peremptory challenge. 
The committee shall decide the outcome of the complaint with the advice of the Associate Dean 
who will then notify the student and faculty member. In cases where a change of grade is deemed 
appropriate, the Associate Dean shall initiate the change of grade at the Registrar’s office and will 
notify the student, the faculty member, and the chairperson (or other mediator) that he or she 
has done so. The grievance will normally be resolved by the last day of the semester in which the 
grievance has been filed.

The decision of the committee is final, and no further appeal procedure exists within the University.
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Responsibility for 
Meeting Requirements Students are ultimately responsible for their own academic program and for meeting the degree 

requirements. As early as the second semester of the junior year, each student should schedule a 
senior-checkout to review their academic records in the Office of the Registrar to determine if 
all requirements will be met by the planned date of graduation. The record should be checked 
for number of units credited toward graduation, requirements for upper level courses, and the 
fulfillment of all other requirements. By making this check or senior-checkout, students will have 
more time to make adjustments in their schedules during the senior year to accommodate missing 
courses and/or credits. This check must be completed before the end of the Fall semester prior to 
graduation. Visit the Office of the Registrar’s website to schedule a senior-checkout.

Final Examination
Policy In any particular course, the course instructor determines whether or not a final examination is 

appropriate and to be given. In staff-taught courses, the department(s) make such determination. 
Such determination shall be announced in class early in the semester.

a. It is the intent of the University that its students receive a full 15 weeks of instruction 
per semester, and that any in-class final examination be given only on the day, and at the 
time, officially scheduled by the Registrar during the period set aside for this purpose.

b. Any assignment(s) that may substitute in a course for an in-class final examination shall 
be turned in at the time of the officially scheduled final examination for that course.

c. Final examinations in class shall be no more than three hours in duration.
d. Exceptions to a. and b. above may be necessary because of the early deadline for spring 

semester seniors expecting to graduate. Under this circumstance a final examination 
may be given at a time outside the official schedule at the mutual convenience of the 
instructor and seniors involved. In no case shall such an examination conflict with or 
overlap other regularly scheduled class or laboratory hours of the seniors.

e. No course examination given during the 15-week semester shall overlap or conflict with 
regularly scheduled classes or laboratories.

Although special examinations are to be avoided, unforeseen circumstances may make them 
necessary. In such a case, a special final examination may be given after approval is granted by the 
Academic Status Committee and the course instructor and after payment is made of a special charge 
for final examination service (see Fees).

Exceptions to this policy shall be cleared in advance with the Dean of Academic Affairs.
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Leave of Absence
A leave of absence may be granted to a student who wishes to interrupt, but not permanently 
discontinue, enrollment at Ohio Wesleyan. Leaves of up to one academic year may be granted for 
personal, medical, or emergency reasons. Requests for leaves of absence must be made in writing 
and submitted to the Office of the Registrar.

In the semester preceding their return to the University, students on leaves of absence will be eligible 
to participate in such procedures as pre-registration for classes and room drawing for housing 
assignments along with students who are regularly enrolled.

To be eligible for a leave of absence, the student must be in good academic, financial, and social 
standing and the request must be received prior to the start of the term in which the student plans 
to take leave. Students who have been dismissed for any reason from the University are not eligible.

While on a leave of absence, the student’s registration deposit ($300) will be retained by the 
University. If the student does not return to full-time enrollment, he or she will forfeit the 
registration deposit. The leave may be in effect for one academic year.

Withdrawal from the
University Students who find it necessary to withdraw from the University should report to a staff member 

in the Office of the Registrar. A student voluntarily withdrawing by Tuesday of the second week of 
classes of a semester will have no record made for that semester’s enrollment. After Tuesday of the 
second week of classes of a semester and through the tenth week, grades of W will be recorded for 
each course. After the tenth week, grades will be “WP” (withdrawn passing) or “WF” (withdrawn 
failing). Withdrawal within the last week of classes or during final exams will result automatically 
in marks of F in all courses. Grades of W, WP, or WF are not counted in computing a student’s 
cumulative average, but will appear on the student’s permanent record. See the Expenses section of 
this Catalog for the refund of tuition policy.

Reinstatement
A student who leaves the University for academic or nonacademic reasons, except when on a leave 
of absence or on a University-approved and sponsored academic program elsewhere, should apply 
for reinstatement through the Office of the Registrar. An application form will be given or mailed 
to the student upon request to the Office of the Registrar. The reinstatement application must be 
returned to the Office of the Registrar at least one and a half months prior to the semester in which 
the student wishes to be reinstated. 

Upon receipt of the student’s formal application for reinstatement and all other information 
pertinent to the decision-making process concerning reinstatement, the Academic Status 
Committee will determine whether the student will be reinstated. The decision of the Committee 
is final and cannot be appealed except in the case of procedural error. If a student’s petition for 
reinstatement for a given semester is denied, that student may again apply for reinstatement for a 
future semester when the student has a stronger case to support his/her reinstatement.

A student who has been dismissed three times is not eligible to apply for reinstatement.
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Classification of
Students Ohio Wesleyan students are classified according to the number of graduation units completed. 

These classifications are:

Freshman Fewer than 7 units of credit
Sophomore 7 or more but fewer than 15 units
Junior 15 or more but fewer than 23 units
Senior 23 or more units

Transfer of Credits
Under certain conditions, Ohio Wesleyan will award transfer credit for work taken at another 
college or university. The other college or university must be accredited by a national or regional 
accrediting agency, the student’s performance in the course must be at C- or better, and the course 
must be consistent with the liberal arts.

Students may not receive academic credit during the same semester from two different colleges such 
as OWU and another unless their enrollment at the other college is part of a defined program at 
OWU. This restriction does not apply to enrollment in summer session courses.

Students must have an official transcript sent directly to the Registrar at Ohio Wesleyan from the 
other college or university prior to enrollment at Ohio Wesleyan. Only credit will transfer to the 
student’s record at Ohio Wesleyan; grades earned elsewhere will not be placed on the academic 
record and do not become part of the Ohio Wesleyan grade point average. Courses taken elsewhere 
may be used to meet the University’s basic and distribution requirements. Students should consult 
with their major department if they wish to count transferred courses in the major.

Student-Initiated
Courses Student-initiated courses are available in accordance with the following procedures:

Prior to the course’s being listed in the pre-registration schedule, two faculty members who judge 
the content to be within their areas of competence and the student coordinator(s) shall file with 
the Registrar signed statements that they agree on the content of the course, on the format of the 
course, and on evaluation procedures for the participants in the course.

Although the student coordinator(s) should share in evaluating the course, the grading and 
therefore the issuing of credit remains the responsibility of the two faculty sponsors. They should 
follow the normal procedures for grading as outlined in this Catalog. It is assumed that to fulfill this 
function effectively, the sponsors will attend the class sessions on a regular basis.

The course syllabi and reading lists are to be filed with the Office of the Registrar at the time of the 
submission of the grades. Student evaluations of each course are to be filed in the Academic Affairs 
Office.

A special designation for these courses shall be determined in consultation with the Registrar. All 
new courses in the program must have the prior approval of the Academic Policy Committee. 
Funding for student-initiated courses may be obtained through the Academic Affairs Office.
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Petitions
Exception to academic regulations, procedures, or policies will not be granted unless where 
warranted by documented, extenuating circumstances. In such cases the student must file a petition 
with the Academic Status Committee. These petitions are available in the Office of the Registrar or 
on their website under Forms. Petitions regarding a specific course must be submitted to the Office 
of the Registrar by the end of the fifth week of the following semester. Please also see the section on 
the University’s Academic Grievance Policy.
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Requirements for All Degrees 
 
Ohio Wesleyan students may study for any of the three degrees offered by the University: the  
Bachelor of Arts, Bachelor of Fine Arts, and Bachelor of Music. 
 
Ohio Wesleyan’s General Education requirements fulfill many of the objectives as outlined in  
the University’s Statement of Aims. In particular, the requirements for all degrees are designed  
to enhance students’ abilities in critical thinking, writing, and quantitative analysis and to assure  
exposure to diverse cultures. The University’s distribution requirements are designed to impart  
knowledge and insight in the areas of the humanities, arts, and social and natural sciences. Students  
earning a Bachelor of Arts degree are expected to exhibit competency in a foreign language. The  
following are required for any degree: 
 
Thirty-Four Units 
Thirty-four units of passing work. Only courses in which a passing grade (D- or better) has been  
received may be counted toward the 34 graduation units. 
 
Grade Average 
A 2.0 cumulative grade point average. 
 
Full-Time Enrollment 
Full-time enrollment in the junior and senior years at Ohio Wesleyan or on an approved off-campus  
study program (see Residence Requirement). 
 
Competency in English 
To be certified as competent in English composition, students must demonstrate the ability to write  
logically structured, clear, and mechanically accurate expository essays and resource papers. This  
may be done in one of two ways: 
 
A. Standardized Testing. Distinguished performance on one of the following standardized  
tests of verbal aptitude and skills will result in exemption from the English composition  
requirement: 

1. Any student receiving a composite grade of 4 or 5 on the Advanced Placement  
Examination in English Literature and Composition will be exempted from ENG 105  
and will receive one unit of credit for an English literature course. Students receiving a  
score of 4 or 5 on the English Language and Composition exam will be exempted from  
and receive credit for ENG 105. Students receiving scores of 4 or 5 on both AP exams in  
English will be exempted from ENG 105 and will receive one unit of credit for English  
105 and one unit of credit for an English literature course. The literature credit received  
will not substitute for ENG 150. 

2. A score of 710 or higher on the verbal portion of the Scholastic Assessment (SAT-I) Test. 
3. A score of 710 or higher on the SAT-II subject test in writing or English composition, of  

the College Entrance Examination Board. 
4. A score of 30 or higher on the ACT sub-test in English. 

 
B. Course Completion. Students not exempted by reason of their test scores (see A. above) will  
demonstrate competence by achieving a grade of C- or better in ENG 105, which may not be  
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taken credit/no entry. The English composition requirement normally must be completed by  
the end of the student’s second semester at Ohio Wesleyan. 
 
Competency in Writing 
Across the Curriculum 
To be certified as competent in writing across the disciplines, students must complete three writing- 
intensive courses (each worth at least .50 units of credit), normally one each during the sophomore,  
junior, and senior years, after completion of the English Competency requirement. 
To earn a Writing Requirement or Writing Option, the student should produce 4,000 words (15  
pages) of writing, either as one major paper or two or more smaller papers. Normally several drafts  
are produced, with substantial advice from the instructor at each stage. Such advice may occur in  
conference with, as well as editorial comment by, the professor. Sometimes students are referred to  
the Writing Center for more intensive help with revisions. 
Students who are exempt from the English Competency requirement on the basis of standardized  
test scores may take writing courses in their first year. Students will receive the Writing Requirement  
Dual Requirement or Writing Option Dual Requirement notation on their transcripts for all  
courses in which they successfully complete the Writing Requirement and pass the course.  
 
Cultural Diversity 
Requirement 
All students at Ohio Wesleyan must complete one unit course with a substantial focus on non- 
Euro-American topics. Such courses will deal with the peoples and cultures of Africa, Asia  
(including the Middle East), Latin America, Native North America (Amerindians), and Oceania  
or with American ethnic minorities who trace their ancestry to one of these regions. Students will  
receive the Diversity Dual Requirement notation on their transcripts upon successful completion of  
a Cultural Diversity course from the list below. 
Those courses which meet the diversity requirement are: ART 348, ART 349; BUS 345; BWS  
105, BWS 122, BWS 126, BWS 128, BWS 200.3, BWS 224, BWS 274, BWS 300.3, BWS 300.4,  
BWS 305, BWS 342, BWS 343, BWS 348, BWS 350, BWS 356, BWS 368, BWS 370, BWS  
400.2; CHIN 201, CHIN 320, CHIN 321, CHIN 351, CHIN 499; CMLT 113, CMLT 130,  
CMLT 131, CMLT 200.6, CMLT 300.3, CMLT 300.4, CMLT 320, CMLT 321, CMLT 323,  
CMLT 499A, CMLT 499C; ECON 345, ECON 353, ECON 370; EDUC 115; ENG 145.11,  
ENG 224, ENG 268, ENG 273, ENG 278, ENG 300.4, ENG 369; FREN 300.3, FREN 300.4,  
FREN 351*, FREN 499* (*only when concentration is Francophone literature/culture studies  
course); GEOG 110, GEOG 270, GEOG 300.3, GEOG 333, GEOG 334, GEOG 345, GEOG  
370; HIST 115, HIST 116, HIST 320, HIST 322, HIST 323, HIST 324, HIST 325, HIST  
331, HIST 332, HIST 333, HIST 334, HIST 335; MUS 347, MUS 348; PG 113, PG 260, PG  
365, PG 344, PG 347, PG 348, PG 349, PG 363; REL 103, REL 104, REL 111, REL 141, REL  
300.4, REL 300.5, REL 300.6, REL 300.7, REL 300.8, REL 310, REL 316, REL 336, REL 337,  
REL 342, REL 343, REL 344, REL 346, REL 352, REL 353; SOAN 111, SOAN 291, SOAN  
292, SOAN 293, SOAN 294, SOAN 295, SOAN 347, SOAN 348, SOAN 354, SOAN 357,  
SOAN 358, SOAN 360, SOAN 365, SOAN 367; SPAN 250*, SPAN 300.8, SPAN 350, SPAN  
360, SPAN 362, SPAN 364, SPAN 368, SPAN 370, SPAN 499* (*special sections only when  
concentration is Latin America); THEA 331; WGS 110, WGS 250, WGS 260, WGS 300.4, WGS  
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325, WGS 351, WGS 499D, WGS 499E. 
Students seeking teaching licenses must complete two cultural diversity courses with a substantial  
focus on non-Euro-American topics. 
 
Quantitative Reasoning 
Requirement 
All students at Ohio Wesleyan University must complete one unit course with a substantial focus  
on quantitative methods. Such courses will require students to strengthen analytical reasoning  
skills based on the use of arithmetical, algebraic, geometric, statistical, logical, and/or algorithmic  
methods to solve problems. Courses satisfying this requirement emphasize quantitative ways of  
thinking over rote memorization and the mechanical use of equations. Such courses are listed  
below and are designated in the Schedule of Classes. It is acceptable for a course to meet both the  
quantitative reasoning requirement and another requirement. For example a “Q” course also could  
be used in a student’s major or as a distribution requirement. Successful completion of a “Q” course  
will result in a Quantitative Dual Requirement notation on the student’s transcript. 
 
The courses that meet the “Q” requirement are: ASTR 111; BUS 361; CHEM 111; CS 103, CS  
110, CS 210; ECON 110, ECON 252, ECON 353, ECON 372; MATH 104, MATH 105,  
MATH 110, MATH 111, MATH 210, MATH 230; PHYS 110C, PHYS 111C, PHYS 115, PHYS  
116; PSYC 210. 
 
UC 160: The OWU 
Experience 
All first-year students are required to complete this .25 unit introduction to the ethos of a liberal  
arts education, their new intellectual community, and the opportunities offered at Ohio Wesleyan. 
 
Proficiency in Writing 
(The “U” Notation) 
Any instructor in the University may submit, in addition to the regular grade in any course for any  
student, an unsatisfactory in writing (“U”) notation, regardless of the final grade, including courses  
taken credit/no entry, even though credit may not have been earned and the course not entered on  
the record. Students who receive a “U” notation in any course are required to work with a Writing  
Center instructor on their writing skills in the following semester. All “U” notations will be erased  
from the student’s academic record once the Writing Center staff certifies to the Registrar that  
the work to remove the “U” has been completed. If a student does not successfully complete the  
program to remove the “U” by the end of the semester after the “U” is received, the Committee on  
Academic Status will review the student’s records, which may result in academic dismissal. Seniors  
with “U”s on their record may not graduate until all “U”s are removed.  
 
Policy on Participation  
In Commencement 
Students who have at least 32 total completed and in-progress units toward graduation at the  
Spring semester withdrawal deadline will be eligible to participate in commencement in May. One’s  
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intention to participate in commencement must be stated on the Application for Graduation and  
submitted to the Office of the Registrar. 
 
The Bachelor of 
Arts Degree 
In addition to the requirements above for all Ohio Wesleyan degrees, each candidate for the  
Bachelor of Arts must complete or fulfill the following: 
 
Unit Courses 
Of the 34 graduation units, 31 must be full-unit courses or 1.25-unit courses. Modular (.50- 
unit) courses taken in the same discipline may be combined in pairs to count also as unit courses  
to fulfill graduation requirements. Modular courses taken in different disciplines may not be  
combined to count as unit courses, but instead will be counted in the three units of fractional  
courses that may count toward graduation. Credit for a maximum of two units (eight courses)  
in physical education activity courses, including varsity sports, may be earned and applied to the  
34 units required for graduation. (Such courses are designated on the course schedule with prefix  
ACTV or VAR and 0 as the first digit of the course number.) If more than eight activity courses  
(two units) are completed, credit for subsequent courses will not be awarded and grades for such  
courses will not be included in term or cumulative GPA calculations. Credit for a maximum of two  
units in music organization and music ensemble courses may be earned and applied to the 34 units  
required for graduation. (Music organizations and ensembles are listed in this Catalog under Music.)  
If more than two units of music organization and/or ensemble courses are completed, credit for  
subsequent courses will not be awarded and grades for such courses will not be included in term or  
cumulative GPA calculations. 
 
At least 15 full-unit or 1.25-unit courses must be upper level (numbered 250 and above). To count  
toward the upper level course requirement, combinations of modular courses in the same discipline  
must be numbered 250 or above. 
 
Majors 
Students must complete a major as defined by a department or approved program, including  
approved interdisciplinary majors and programs, with at least a C average (2.00). For majors in a  
particular discipline, this average will be computed using grades for all courses for the major and  
grades for all additional courses in the major discipline. For interdisciplinary majors, grades for all  
courses required for the major and for additional courses taken that could have been used to fulfill  
major requirements will be used. 
 
Students must declare a major when they achieve junior status, although they are free to do so  
prior to that time. (Students who have earned 15 units are considered juniors for the purposes  
of registration.) Until they declare a major, juniors will have a hold placed on their registration.  
Students who do not meet the requirements for their desired major by the deadline should declare  
their intention to major by selecting the conditional major option. Once declared, students can  
easily change their major. 
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Requirements for a major may range from a minimum of eight to a maximum of 15 full-unit or  
1.25-unit courses including required cognates and prerequisites. No more than 13 courses in a  
single discipline (English, mathematics, computer science, French, as examples) and no more than  
 
17 courses within a single department (Mathematics and Computer Science, as examples) may be  
counted in the 34 units required for graduation. For these computations, two half-unit modules in  
the same discipline and each 1.25-unit course will count as the equivalent of a single course. Service  
or activity courses are not included in the calculations. Because of state licensure requirements,  
students majoring in education may exceed the 15-unit maximum in the major, the 13-course  
limit in a single discipline, and the 17-course limit in a single department. Owing to geography, a  
social science, and geology, a natural science, being housed in one department, students who double  
major in geography and geology may exceed the 17-course limit within one department. 
 
Completion of a major may include a capstone experience such as independent study or research,  
seminar participation, or creative work or performance. The appropriateness and nature of such an  
experience is determined by each department or program. 
 
Minors (Optional) 
Students also may select one or more minors in departments or programs that have defined such  
tracks. A minor will consist of no less than five and no more than seven courses. A student may  
not major and minor in the same discipline. Courses taken on a credit/no entry basis may be  
counted in the minor at the discretion of the department or program under which the minor is  
offered. Students must maintain at least a C average (2.00) in their minor program(s). For minors  
in a particular discipline, this average will be computed using grades for all courses required for the  
minor and grades for all additional courses in the minor discipline. For interdisciplinary minors,  
grades for all courses required for the minor and for additional courses taken that could have been  
used to fulfill minor requirements will be used. 
 
Foreign Language  
Competency 
To be certified as competent in a foreign language (Chinese, French, German, Ancient Greek,  
Hebrew, Italian, Japanese, Latin, Russian, Sanskrit, Spanish, Swahili, and/or any other foreign  
language currently listed in the Catalog), students may meet the requirement in one of two ways: 
 
A. Standardized Testing. Distinguished performance on one of the following standardized tests of  
foreign language ability will result in exemption from the foreign language requirement: 

1. A score of 630 or higher on a foreign language SAT-II subject test of the College Entrance  
Examination Board. (A score of 460 places a student in the second semester of the  
language.) 

2. A score of 3 or above on the Advanced Placement Examination in a foreign language. 
 
B. Course Completion. Students may also demonstrate competency by passing the second  
semester of the beginning language (111). Students who have had three or more years of a foreign  
language on the secondary level, including the senior year, and who wish to fulfill the competency  
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requirement with that language normally register for 111 or above, but must take the placement test  
at Ohio Wesleyan to verify placement level. This test is given during New Student Orientation. 
 
Students who elect language courses with numbers lower than their placement level will not receive  
graduation credit for those courses, although the grades will count in their semester and cumulative  
averages. Courses to meet the foreign language competency requirement may not be taken credit/no  
entry. 
 
International students whose native language is not English are exempt from the foreign language  
competency requirement. 
 
Heritage speakers, nomad students, and/or those students whose native language is not English and  
is not offered at OWU, but who finished high school in the U.S. still need to complete the foreign  
language competency. Even then, in such cases where a student is interested in being exempt from  
the foreign language competency requirement, the student will need to verify Foreign Language  
Proficiency. The Department of Modern Foreign Languages recommends that such students  
take the ACTFL Oral and Writing Proficiency Assessment test. For more information, contact  
the Department of Modern Foreign Languages and visit:  
http://www.actfl.org/professional-development/proficiency-assessments-the-actfl-testing-office. 
 
Ohio Wesleyan’s requirement of competence in foreign language learning is consonant with long- 
standing expectations in the liberal arts and with the University’s avowed aim to equip “students  
with knowledge, competence, and character for leadership, service, and continued learning in a  
complex and increasingly global society.” In rare instances, a student with a thoroughly documented  
and legally qualified disability MAY be able to substitute non-language courses for this requirement.  
Such substitutions require prior approval by the Academic Status Committee of the faculty and are  
granted only in cases where the functional limitations of a specific learning disability pertain directly  
to, and preclude, the learning of a foreign language. Exemption from a secondary school language  
requirement is NOT, by itself, grounds for approval at the college level. To explore whether you  
qualify for this substitution, contact the coordinator of Learning Disability Services during your  
first semester on campus. This decision will NOT be made before the student matriculates at the  
college. 
 
2017-18 Distribution Requirements  

 
***Student who wish to follow the new distribution requirements are required to change their 

catalog year to 2017-18. Be advised that a change in catalog year could have serious implications on 
your major requirements. It is recommended that you consult your academic advisor prior to 

making any change to your catalog year. *** 
 
To ensure that students’ programs include exposure to a broad spectrum of disciplines, the  
University requires distributional study in the social and natural sciences, the humanities, and the  
arts. A maximum of two courses in the major discipline may be applied toward the distribution  
requirements. Students with more than one major may apply two courses in each major discipline  
toward the appropriate distribution requirements. A discipline may be served at Ohio Wesleyan by  
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a program or department. Several departments currently include distinct disciplines. In these cases,  
a student may satisfy a group requirement within one department. 
To satisfy the University distribution requirements, each student must complete up to ten courses  
selected from among the following groups of disciplines. Note that students majoring in certain  
disciplines listed at the end of this section have special requirements. 
 
 
In each of Groups I, II, and III, students must take three units from the eligible courses listed below.  
Within each Group, students must take courses from at least two different disciplines.  The discipline is 
denoted by the letters preceding the course number. In Group IV, students must take one course from those 
shown below. 
 
Group I (Social Sciences).  

Black World Studies: BWS 105, 126, 128, 200.3, 305, 348, 350 
Economics:  All ECON courses below 490 
Education: EDUC 100.3, 110, 115, 251 
Geography: all GEOG courses 
History: All HIST courses 
Journalism & Communication: All JOUR and COMM courses except JOUR 355, 378, 379, 382, 
384, 385, 386, 491, 495, 499 
Politics and Government: All PG courses 
Psychology: All PSYC courses except PSYC 210, 310, 420 
Sociology/Anthropology: All SOAN courses; SJ 100.1 
Women’s and Gender Studies: WGS 200.2, 300.2, 300.3, 300.4, 499C 
 

Group II (Natural Sciences, Mathematics, Computer Science, & Data Analytics).  At least one eligible 
course must be from one of the following disciplines: ASTR, BIOL, BOMI, CHEM, GEOL, NEUR, 
PHYS, ZOOL. 

Biology: All BIOL courses 
Botany/Microbiology: All BOMI courses 
Chemistry: All CHEM courses 
Computer Science: All CS courses 
Geology: All GEOL courses below 490 
Mathematics: All MATH courses except MATH 105 and 108 
Neuroscience: All NEUR courses 
Physics/Astronomy: All PHYS and ASTR courses 
Zoology: All ZOOL courses 

 
Group III (Humanities/Literature).  

Ancient, Medieval, & Renaissance Studies: AMRS 300.1 
Black World Studies: BWS 122, 224, 268, 273, 369 
Classics: All CLAS courses 
Comparative Literature: All CMLT courses 



English: All courses except ENG 105, 254, 260, 265, 310, 314, 316, 318, 319, 391, 395, 480, 482 
French: FREN 250, 300.3, 300.4, 351, 365, 371, 372, 378, 499 
German: GERM 361, 363, and 365 
Philosophy: All PHIL courses 
Religion: All REL courses except REL 390-399 and 490-499 
Spanish: SPAN 350, 360, 361, 362, 363, 364, 365, 367, 369, 370, 375, 377, 499 
Theatre: THEA 331, 341, 351, 371, 381, 499 
Women’s and Gender Studies: WGS 110, 250, 499A, 499B, 499D 

 
Group IV (Arts). Each student must take one unit from among the following courses: 

Dance: DANC 105, 205, 215, 220, 300.2, 300.3, 305, 315, 325, 355 
English: ENG 254, 318 
Fine Arts: All ART courses except ART 301, 302, 307 
Music: MUS 105, 229, 347, 348 
Theatre: All courses except THEA 237, 269, 331, 337, 341, 351, 371, 381, 407, 417, 427, 437, 447, 
457, 467, 477, 487, 490, 491 
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