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Welcome
Dwayne Todd, Vice President for Student 

Engagement and Success and Dean of Students

Community Service Awards
The Sara Paullin Casto Student Humanitarian Award

The Bridge Builder Awards

The Patricia G. Young Award for 
Leadership in Service to Children and Youth 

Presented by Sally Leber, 
Director of the Community Service Learning Center 

Student Involvement Awards
Program of the Year

Club Advisor of the Year

Organization of the Year

OWU Spirit Award

Outstanding First-Year Student

Presented by Brad Pulcini, 
Associate Dean for Student Engagement
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Residential Life 
Awards

New Resident Assistant/Moderator of the Year

Returning Resident Assistant/Moderator of the Year

Residential Life Program of the Year

Presented by Brian Emerick, Director of Residential Life

WCSA Awards
Best New Member Award

Best Overall Member Award

Donald G. Chenoweth Friend of WCSA Award

Social Justice Steward Award

Presented by Austin Moore ’20, WCSA President

Guy Sarvis Awards
Presented by Juan Armando Rojas Joo, 

Associate Dean for Diversity and Inclusion 
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President’s Club
Recognition

Senior Recognition

New Member Announcement

Presented by Rock Jones, President

Meek Leadership Awards
Presented by Rock Jones, Dwayne Todd, and 

Natalie Doan, Vice President for University Advancement

Reflections
Rock Jones

Closing and Group Photo
Dwayne Todd 



Community Service 
Awards 
The Sara Paullin Casto 
Student Humanitarian Award
The Sara Paullin Casto Student Humanitarian Award is named in memory of a 
1996 Ohio Wesleyan alumna who co-founded a Small Living Unit, the House of 
H.O.P.E. (Helping Others Pursue Education), which existed on campus for eleven 
years; conducted extensive community research that led to the founding of the 
Literacy Coalition of Delaware County; and was a past recipient of the Student 
Humanitarian Award. This award is given in recognition of consistent outstanding 
leadership in public service, especially for humanitarian causes, on campus, in the 
community, and beyond.

2019 Recipient

Raissa Kanku ’19
Kinshasa, Democratic Republic of Congo
Majors: Politics and Government and French

How do you define success? “Success is the impact 
left on those that you work with. Through my award, 
I believe that success is defined through the work 
I have done as a reflection leader in my interfaith 
service team to New Orleans. It can be seen through the discussions and work 
that have helped organize in Rafki. Within all these platforms, the work was for 
the people I served being able to uplift them.”
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The Bridge Builder Award
The Bridge Builder Award is given in recognition of 
exemplary service and engagement within and 
beyond the campus community, especially in the 
non-profit sector. 

2019 Recipient

Ornella Bisamaza ’19
Kigali, Rwanda
Major: Health & Human Kinetics
Minor: French

How do you define success? “Success is rented 
and rent is due everyday.”

The Bridge Builder Award – Faculty/Staff

2019 Recipient

Joni Garloch ’17
Youngstown, OH
Major: English – Non Fiction Writing
Constituent Records Coordinator

How do you define success? “Success is about 
helping those who can’t help themselves. I love 
animals and often do what I can to help them find 
homes. There’s nothing more rewarding then seeing 
the family photos with their dog or cat. Doing good 
for the animals is the most rewarding feeling.”
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The Patricia G. Young Award 
for Leadership in Service to 
Children and Youth
The Patricia G. Young Award is named in honor of an OWU Trustee 
who serves as a Juvenile Court Judge in her home state of Idaho. The award 
recognizes the student who has demonstrated exemplary leadership in service to 
children and youth.

2019 Recipient

Ismail Ozgenc ’20
Nicosia, North Cyprus
Majors: Neuroscience and Pre-Medicine
Minors: Chemistry and Psychology

How do you define success? “Success for me is 
constant commitment towards a goal with dedication 
and passion by learning from failures and benefiting/
helping people in need. Winning this award made me 
realize that the hard work I have been putting in, along with facing 
challenges and learning from them, I am on the right track towards my goals 
with consistency.”

2019 Recipient

Kelly Coffyn ’19
Bainbridge Island, WA
Major: Early Childhood Education

How do you define success? “Success to me is an 
accomplishment. Success is something you earn and 
feel over time. Success can be a big or small feeling. 
It is something your internal motivations helps you 
pursue. When I am trying to succeed I have intentions 
to work hard for myself and most importantly others around me. This success, 
a Bishop Award means a lot to me because this is an accomplishment for 
something I did with no regards for a reward. My greatest success’ at Ohio 
Wesleyan are the ones I did for pure joy and with no desire to be noticed.”



Student Involvement 
Awards
Program of the Year
This award honors excellence in programming among 

clubs and organizations.  The Program of the Year demonstrates ingenuity 
and creativity, and provides a significant contribution to the Ohio Wesleyan 
community. 

2019 Recipient

2018 Panhellenic Council 
Mackenzie Brunke, Katie Kuckelheim, Kerri Brooks, and 
Nathalie Bidwell

How do you define success? “We define success by the impact we made 
on the Greek community. Being able to come together as a group of eight 
women to create an environment and community to embrace our differences 
and have a program that truly empowers our entire community was a huge 
success!”
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Club Advisor of the Year
This award recognizes club advisors who provide significant 
contributions in the positive development of the club or 
organization they serve by going above and beyond the 
expectations to assist as well as encourage the group to think 
about its role in the larger OWU community.

2019 Recipient

Jessica Daniels
Delaware, OH
Equestrian Team

How do you define success? “Success to me is 
you as an individual meeting your goals. Whether 
large or small, each step you take is a success 
towards meeting your ultimate goal. Enjoy every 
small victory!”
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Organization of the Year
This award honors excellence among clubs and 
organizations. The recipient of this award has 
demonstrated strength in programming, membership 
recruitment/retention, and administration and has made 
a significant positive impact on the OWU community.

2019 Recipient

Ohio Wesleyan Equestrian Team

How do you define success? “Success begins with a thought that 
translates into a goal. Even if the goal is achieved, success is only possible 
through teamwork and a positive attitude. Success is always getting back in 
the saddle.”
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OWU Spirit Award
The recipient of this award exudes pride in OWU 
and is a role model for others to follow.

2019 Recipient

Alexis Thomas ’20
Cincinnati, OH
Majors: Pre-Law, Politics and Government

How do you define success? “I define success 
as immeasurable but if I had to measure it, it would 
be in how much of an impact one holds. It’s not 
about the awards, honors, or accolades, but how can 
you influence someone’s life positively and for the 
better. Just being able to support someone in their 
endeavors and being someone else’s cheerleader.”

Outstanding First-Year Student
This award is given to first-year students who have excelled in a breadth of 
campus activities above and beyond the typical first-year student, have excelled 
in a significant way in one campus activity above and beyond the typical 
member, and have taken their academic work seriously.

2019 Recipient

Ellie Shoemaker ’22
London, OH
Major: Early Childhood Education
Minor: Spanish

How do you define success? “I would define 
success as personal fulfillment. I believe that as long 
as you feel as though your work is meaningful and 
true to you, then you are successful! It is something 
only you can define based on your own personal 
values and experiences.”
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Resident Life Awards 
New Resident Assistant/ 
Moderator of the Year
This award is given to a new Resident Assistant (RA) or 

Moderator who, in this academic year, has served the University and residential 
community in and out of the RA position. The nominees demonstrate a well-
rounded approach to the position, academics, and personal life and contributed 
meaningfully to the success of their residents.

2019 Recipient

Selam Weldu ’20
Ethiopia
Major: Computer Science

How do you define success? “I think success is 
achieving the goals I set for myself. Success to me is 
defining what makes me happy, and going for that as 
opposed to a standard set by others.”

Returning Resident Assistant/
Moderator of the Year
This award is given to a second or third year Resident Assistant (RA) or 
Moderator who, in this academic year, has served the University and residential 
community in and out of the RA position. The nominees demonstrate a 
well-rounded approach to the position, academics, and personal life and 
contributedmeaningfully to the success of their residents.

2019 Recipient

Sinclaire Davis ’20
Knoxville, TN
Majors: Biochemistry and Genetics

How do you define success? “I think success comes 
when you have something you love to do and find a 
way to impact your community while doing it. Winning 
the Golden Bishop tells me that my contributions to 
Residential Life are making that impact and hopefully 
they inspire someone else to do the same!”
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Residential Life Program of 
the Year
This award recognizes a program conceptualized and 
implemented by RAs/Moderators that provided an exciting 
and engaging opportunity for residents in the community. An 
award winning program includes: creating a positive and fun environment 
that is inclusive of all students, cultivating a spark for continuing education and 
deeper learning, and the creation of a space where students can engage with 
other students, faculty, or staff in a way that is fun and enjoyable for all. Eligible 
programs for this award are Resident Assistant in hall programming, Small Living 
Unit (SLU) House Projects, and Late Nite at Smith programs.

2019 Recipient

Milany Duarte ’19
Africa: Languages & Cuisine
Cabo Verde
Majors: Sociology and International Studies

How do you define success? “The House of 
Linguistic Diversity at its core promotes cultural and 
linguistic awareness. This program accomplished 
the house mission by collaborating with African 
women on campus to educate our community about 
different African languages and dialects.”
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WCSA Awards 
Best New Member Award
Best New Member is awarded by the Executive 
Committee of WCSA to a member who has begun his 

or her first term in the previous year and who has made the greatest overall 
contribution to the mission and goals of WCSA.

2019 Recipient

Armane Pita ’20
San Francisco, CA
Major: Business Marketing

How do you define success? “I define success as 
having the drive and the will to succeed amongst your 
peers. Winning a Golden Bishop Award is proof that 
hard work truely pays off.”

Best Overall Member Award
Best Overall Member” is awarded by the Executive Committee of WCSA to the 
member the council determines to have made the greatest overall contribution 
to the mission and goals of WCSA. 

2019 Recipient

Jose Matute ’21
Clinton, NC
Major: Politics & Government and Pre-Law
Minor: Economics

How do you define success? “Lead by integrity and 
help those around you and in your community. That’s 
what has motivated me to join student government 
and what’s kept me enthusiastic about improving the 
life of student at OWU.”



Donald G. Chenoweth Friend 
of WCSA Award
Donald G. Chenoweth Friend of WCSA Award is awarded 
by the Executive Committee of WCSA to a non-member of 
WCSA who committee members determine has made the greatest 
contribution to the mission and goals of WCSA.

2019 Recipient

Nancy Bihl Rutkowski
Lewis Center, OH
Major: M. Ed.

How do you define success? “Success is...finding 
fulfillment in meaningful work, doing what I do best 
every day in a caring and collaborative environment, 
and surrounded by positive and dedicated people.”

Social Justice Steward Award 
The Social Justice Steward is awarded by the Executive Committee of WCSA to a 
member who has served as the greatest advocate for social justice issues and is 
often outspoken when they feel that an act of injustice has 
been committed.

2019 Recipient

Daniela Black ’20
Dublin, OH
Majors: Pre-Law and Psychology
Minors: Politics & Government and English

How do you define success? “I think success is 
defined by whether or not you accomplish the goals 
you set out for yourself. However, I also believe that 
there can be success in failure. Even if you set out 
to do something and don’t achieve it the way you imagined, you still may 
have been successful in the planning even if the execution failed. This award 
doesn’t influence my definition because while recognition is nice, self-
recognition of your success is enough for me.”
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Guy Sarvis Awards 
Dr. Sarvis was a Professor of Sociology at Ohio Wesleyan 
who devoted much of his life to promoting and living by 
example the virtues and values of cross-cultural 
understanding and sensitivity to racial and religious 

diversity. This award is given to a student who has a demonstrated record of 
fostering cross-cultural understanding and contributing to the creation of a 
culture of hospitality and inclusion at OWU.

2019 Recipient

Cindy Huynh ’19
West Chester, OH
Major: Genetics: Pre-Medicine Trace
Minors: Chemistry and Sociology-Anthropology

How do you define success? “I believe that 
success is accomplishing goals that have a profound 
influence or impact on those around you by uplifting 
them and inspiring them to think and act in ways that 
they may have not considered before.”

2019 Recipient

Brayams Ayala Ramos ’20
Morelos, Mexico
Majors: Pre-Medicine, Pre-Professional Zoology and 
Spanish

How do you define success? “Success means 
having the ability to fight for what you want, not 
giving up and not forgetting that happiness is the 
most important thing. Even though I am a minority 
student, I keep pushing forward and am happy to do it and include others in 
that happiness.”
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President’s Club Recognition
President’s Club exists to support and advance the mission and goals of 

Ohio Wesleyan University with specific attention and regard to the Office of 
the President. Members of the President’s Club serve the University at 

important functions, at Pritchard House events, and coordinate President’s Ball.

Sabrina Amato
Natalie Campbell
Nina Carmichael-Tanaka
Anna L. Davies
Genaye Ervin
Evan Hudgens

Iman Nasir Ashraf ’20
Lily Callander ’22
Hanna Cao ’22
Elisabeth Evers ’22
Cassandra Farber ’22
Cheyenne Hall ’20

Emma Johnson
Raissa Kanku
Harrison Nickels
Noah Spicer
Hannah Wargo
Benjamin Whitbourn

Colin Hawes ’20
Dylan Hays ’20
Lena Ison ’21
Addie Mannino ’20
Chase Reinert ’22
Ellie Shoemaker ’22 

Graduating Seniors 

New Members
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Meek Leadership Awards 
The Meek Leadership Awards were established in 
1997 with a contribution from Phillip J. Meek and 
Nancy LaPorte Meek, both 1959 OWU graduates. OWU 
seniors who have demonstrated exceptional leadership 

service during their years at Ohio Wesleyan and show promise to sustain that 
commitment throughout their lives may be considered for these awards. 

2019 Recipient

Mackenzie Brunke ’19
Lewis Center, OH
Major: Early Childhood Education

How do you define success? “To me, success isn’t 
the awards and accolades you receive. It’s the feeling 
you have when you know you have left a place better 
than you found it. It’s an ongoing feeling and to be 
achieved needs had work, relentlessness, and love to 
come through. It’s never perfect.”

2019 Recipient

Anna Lenora Davies ’19
St. Clairsville, OH
Major: English
Minor: History

How do you define success? “Success is staying 
true to exactly who you were created to be. Our lives 
should be an act of worship to God, and to me, true 
success comes from disregarding what others may 
think we should do to do what we’re called to do. I believe we should never 
compare ourselves or our aspirations to others, but be satisfied with who 
we are.”
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2019 Recipient

Ares Harper ’19
Columbus, OH
Majors: Theatre and Sociology/Anthropology

How do you define success? “Success is risking 
it all for the values you hope to instill within future 
generations.”

2019 Recipient

Raissa Kanku ’19
Kinshasa, Democratic Republic of Congo
Majors: Politics and Government and French

How do you define success? “Success is the impact 
left on those that you work with. Through my award, I 
believe that success is defined through the work I have 
done as a reflection leader in my interfaith service team 
to New Orleans. It can be seen through the discussions 
and work that have helped organize in Rafki. Within all these platforms, the 
work was for the people I served being able to uplift them.”

2019 Recipient

Nina Carmichael-Tanaka ’19
St. Paul, MN
Majors: Psychology and Neuroscience

How do you define success? “Success is achieving 
one’s goals and, in the process, learning something 
new. It’s something you have the power to define 
and build on as an individual and as a community.”

2019 Recipient

Hannah Wargo ’19
Medina, OH
Majors: Politics and Government and Theatre

How do you define success? “I don’t see success 
as a finish line, or one goal to achieve. The ones who 
are most successful are those who are never satisfied, 
but continue to reach upwards. I don’t stop here. I 
won’t stop with this award. I will continue to strive to 
improve, challenge myself, and grow.”
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