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Description
This course will survey the major political, social, cultural, diplomatic, and economic events or trends in the U.S. since 1877, when Reconstruction came to an end.  It will also focus on how to research carefully, think critically, write clearly, and speak compellingly.  These skills are foundational no matter what major or career you choose.  You will develop them by selecting and analyzing an important speech from modern U.S. history.  Then you will introduce it to the class and present an excerpt from it.
Texts
H.W. Brands, Learning U.S. History (e-textbook from Pearson)
https://console.pearson.com/enrollment/dqogdv

Michael Flamm, In the Heat of the Summer (also on reserve in Beeghly Library)
	Graded Assignment
	Percent Value
	Due Date

	Preparation (e-textbook)
	15
	----

	Participation (in-class)
	10
	----

	Exam #1
	15
	September 25

	Exam #2
	15
	October 25

	Speech paper
	15
	October 30

	Flamm quiz
	7.5
	November 10

	Rewrite (optional)
	----
	November 17

	Exam #3
	15
	December 1

	Speech presentations
	7.5
	December 4-8 and 11



Policies
Class preparation will consist of on-line chapter quizzes from the Brands text.  Class participation will include regular attendance, informed discussion, other assignments, and a mandatory conference (by week five).  If you complete the documentary project (“Visions of Modern America”) I will drop your lowest earned exam grade.  Late work – when accepted – will result in substantial penalties (one full letter grade per day).  If you need an extension, please contact me in advance – not the day the assignment is due.  To access reading material and submit written work, go to the course page in Blackboard.
Any act of academic misconduct such as cheating or plagiarism will lead to an “F” for the assignment and a report to the dean of academic affairs.  Be warned:  Blackboard monitors all submissions for possible violations.  Eating is not permitted in class, but you may bring drinks (try to use the restroom in advance).  In compliance with federal law and university policy, I am always willing to make reasonable accommodations for students with learning disabilities or special needs.  Please see me as early in the semester as possible.
Expectations
Now is the time to learn and demonstrate professional behavior.  As your professor, I will treat you like an adult; in return, I will expect that you act like an adult.  Here are some tips to help you in college and life.

1. Come to class.  In most courses and careers, it is difficult to succeed if you are absent.  Do not waste your time and money (or your family’s) – show up and do your job.  If you must miss a class, let me know by email (in advance if possible).
2. Arrive on time.  Lateness is disrespectful and disruptive.  I will start class promptly.  If you are not in your seat when I begin you are tardy.  Do not make a consistent habit of it – employers have even less tolerance for this trait than I do.
3. Turn off and put away your cell phone.  If your phone goes off in class it is a clear indication that you are not considerate of others and do not understand why you are here.  Of course, if you are awaiting news about your mother’s operation please let me know – in advance.

4. Let me signal the end of class.  Do not put away your notebook or gather your things until I am finished – it is rude.  I will make every effort to practice punctuality so that you can get to your next appointment.  Respect my time and I will respect yours.

5. Take responsibility for your actions.  Do not make excuses or blame others.  Always decide first if you gave your best effort.  But if you need help do not hesitate to ask for it.  That is why I am here and why I have office hours.  You can also email me with a question or request at any time – I will reply as quickly as possible.

6. Use proper email etiquette.  Texting with friends and family is fine, but most professors and employers still tend to rely on email.  If you do not know how to send an appropriate message, please watch these two short videos:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hgMvrcgYeGY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NuzKN7fO8Is      
7. Accept that reasonable people can disagree.  Feel free to question a grade or an assignment.  Make your best argument – I am always willing to listen.  But understand that experience matters and that not all opinions carry equal weight, especially when they lack evidence and/or logic.
Readings and Assignments (due by the start of class that day unless otherwise announced):

Course Introduction
Discussion:  Syllabus overview; e-textbook information; personal introductions; Blackboard demonstration; speech project; PowerPoint preview
Industrialization and Immigration
Due:  Brands, chapter 16
Discussion:  1) What was the main cause of American industrialization?  2) Why did the “New Immigrants” face greater hostility than the “Old Immigrants”?



Skills Session I:  Practicing Good Etiquette and Taking Good Notes
Due:  “Taking Notes” (Cornell) and “Taking Notes” (Stanford) – both on Blackboard
Discussion:  1) Why does good etiquette matter?  2) What are the essential elements of good note-taking?
The American City and the Progressive Movement
Due:  Speech selection (approved)
Discussion:  1) What was the main challenge faced by cities?  2) What was the main obstacle faced by the Progressives?
The American Farmer and the Populist Movement
Due:  Brands, chapter 17
Discussion:  1) What was the most important legacy of the election of 1896?  Why?  2) Was the Populist Party a success or a failure?  Why?  



American Expansionism
Due:  Brands, chapter 18 
Discussion:  1) What was the most important cause and consequence of American expansionism?  
2) Was the creation of the “American empire” a positive or negative development?  Why?
Skills Session II:  Researching, Organizing, and Writing the GAS Paper
Due:  Brands, chapter 19 and BRING LAPTOP OR TABLET TO CLASS
Discussion:  1) How can the ANB, Consort, and OhioLink help you find sources?  2) How can the sample outline help you?  3)  How can “Style Matters” help you?
The Struggle for Suffrage
Due:  Research speech source  
Discussion:  1) What were some of the causes of division and sources of tension within the women’s movement?  2) Who was the most important suffragette?  Why?


The Road to World War I
Due:  Brands, chapter 20
Discussion:  What was the main reason for U.S. entry into World War I?
The “Great War”:  Over There and Over Here
Due:  Speech source (approved)
Discussion:  1) Why was the “Great War” so devastating?  2) How was American society affected by the war?
The “Lost Peace”: Woodrow Wilson and the League of Nations
Due:  Speech excerpt
Discussion:  Was Wilson primarily responsible for the failure of the U.S. to ratify the Treaty of Versailles and join the League of Nations?

“The New Negro” and the Harlem Renaissance
Due:  Brands, chapter 21
Discussion:  1) Why did the “New Negro” movement emerge after World War I?  2) What was the most important contribution of the Harlem Renaissance?
The Clash of Cultures
Due:  Speech paper – Part I (historical context and biographical background)
Discussion:  1) Was Prohibition a dismal failure or “noble experiment”?  2) Why were the cultural clashes of the 1920s so intense?
The Great Depression: Causes and Consequences
Due:  Brands, chapter 22
Discussion:  1) What was the main cause of the Great Depression?  2) Which were worse, the physical or psychological consequences, and who suffered most?  
Skills Session III:  What are the best exam preparation strategies?

EXAM #1

The New Deal:  Achievements and Limits
Due:  “The New Deal in History” (Blackboard) 
Discussion:  1) Was the New Deal a success or a failure?  In what sense?  2) With which interpretation of the New Deal in the packet do you agree?  Why?
The Road to World War II
Due:  Brands, chapter 23
Discussion:  1) Was the US isolationist during the 1930s?  2) Was FDR aware in advance of Japanese plans to attack Pearl Harbor?


The War at Home
Due:  Prepare speech paper
Discussion:  1) How was the impact of World War II similar to and/or different from the impact of World War I?  2) Which developments had the greatest long-term significance?
Global Victory: Why the Allies Won and the Axis Lost
Due:  Speech paper – Part II (speech setting and speaker motives)
Discussion:  1) What was the most important Allied advantage?  2) What was Hitler’s greatest mistake?  3) Could the Axis have won?
The “Good War”:  Security and Morality
Due:  Prepare speech paper
Discussion: 1) Was the U.S. right to intern Americans of Japanese ancestry?  2) Was the U.S. right to drop atomic bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki?


The Cold War: Containment and Confrontation
Due:  Speech paper – Part III (structure, substance, and style)
Discussion:  1) Was containment a successful policy for the U.S.?  2) How and why was
containment in practice (Truman) different from containment in theory (Kennan)?
Mid-Semester Break

Mid-Semester Break

The Korean War:  Lessons and Legacies
Due:  Brands, chapter 24
Discussion:  1) Was Truman right to fire MacArthur?  2) What was the most important legacy of the Korean War?
Joseph McCarthy and the Politics of Anti-Communism
Due:  Prepare speech paper (Part IV)
Discussion: Why was McCarthy so successful with so many (for a time)?
The Culture of Consensus
Due:  Speech paper – Part IV (impact then and now)
Discussion:  1) Was the rise of suburbia inevitable?  2) Was the rise of suburbia a positive or negative development?  Why?

The Culture of Conflict
Due:  Prepare for exam
Discussion:  1) What had more impact, the Beat movement or the birth of rock n’ roll?  2) What was the most significant moment in the emergence of the modern civil rights movement?
EXAM #2
America Astir:  Kennedy, Johnson, and the “Age of Activism”
Due:  Begin Flamm, In the Heat of the Summer
Discussion:  1) Why according to “The Other America” was poverty invisible?  2) What
movement or individual has had the most long-term impact – for better or worse?  Why?


The Unfinished Revolution (I): The Black Freedom Struggle in the South
Due:  Brands, chapter 25
Discussion:  How and why did the movement evolve over time?
The Unfinished Revolution (II): The Black Freedom Struggle in the North
Due:  Speech paper
Discussion:  How and why did the movement fragment over time?

The Origins of Vietnam
Due:  Brands, chapter 26; continue Flamm, In the Heat of the Summer
Discussion:  1) Why was the U.S. in Vietnam?  2) Was U.S. military intervention inevitable?

The Ordeal and Outcome of Vietnam
Due:  Continue Flamm, In the Heat of the Summer
Discussion:  1) Why was Tet the turning point of the war?  2) Could the U.S. have won the war?
The Politics of Gender
Due:  Continue Flamm, In the Heat of the Summer
Discussion:  1) What were the main differences between liberal and radical feminism?  2) Has the feminist movement had a positive or negative impact on the US?

Discussion:  In the Heat of the Summer
Due:  Quiz (Flamm)

Discussion:  1) What was the main cause of the racial unrest in New York?  2) What was the most important consequence of the 1964 riots?

Nixon and the Politics of Polarization
Due:  Peer introduction
Discussion:  1) What is the most plausible explanation for Watergate?  2) What was the most
important legacy of Watergate?
America Adrift
Due:  Brands, chapter 27
Discussion: 1) Why were many Americans in the 1970s convinced that they now lived in an “age of limits”?  2) What was the most important consequence of this development?
The New Right and the “Reagan Revolution”
Due:  Rewrite (optional); “Presentation Pointers” (syllabus)
Discussion:  1) What made possible the rise of the New Right?  2) How complete or successful was the “Reagan Revolution”?
Skills Session IV:  What are the most important “pointers”?


Clinton and the Politics of Pragmatism
Due:  Brands, chapter 28
Discussion:  1) Was Bill Clinton a successful president?  2) What was the greatest success or failure of his presidency?
The “American Century”
Due:  Brands, chapter 29
Discussion:  1) What was the most important trend in the U.S. at the millennium?  2) What is the most important legacy of 9/11?

EXAM #3


Great American Speeches (I)
Due:  Partner evaluation

Great American Speeches (II)

Due:  Documentary project (extra credit)
Great American Speeches (III)
Due:  Personal evaluation (I-II)

  Week Seventeen:  December 11 (1:30)  

Great American Speeches (IV)
Due (12.12):  Personal evaluation (III-IV)
Great American Speeches
Professor Flamm
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Words can move individuals, ignite movements, and transform a nation.  In the past century, many speeches have changed the course of history.  Now you will have the opportunity to select an important speech from 1873-2008.  Then you will research the personal background of the speaker and the historical context of the speech.  Finally, you will introduce it and deliver an excerpt to the class with the help of your partner (s), whom I will assign.

Assignment Procedures:

1. Speech Selection:  Please choose a speech from the list provided on Blackboard and by email.  Then notify me as soon as possible – it is one per customer (first come, first served).

2. Research Sources:  First consult the on-line American National Biography (if possible).  Then identify a book – either a biography of the speaker or a history of the period, movement, or event – and clear it with me.  Next get the book from Beeghly or request it from another library (if necessary) as soon as possible.  Also consult the appropriate chapter in the course textbook.  Do NOT make use of Internet sources without permission.  Contact reference librarian Dee Peterson (dmpeters@owu.edu) for assistance if needed.


3. Speech Excerpt:  Submit the condensed version (600-700 words) of your speech via Blackboard.  Make sure that the excerpt retains the essence or core of the speech and will make sense to your audience.

4. Research Paper:  See the separate guidelines listed below and submit the research paper via Blackboard.


5. Peer Introduction:  Provide specific information on your background and your speech (why it matters today) via Blackboard.  Share the talking points with your partner only after I have approved them.

6. Optional Rewrite:  The optional rewrite may enable you to raise your original grade by one full letter (from a B- to an A- for example) or to a B-, whichever is higher.  Note:  You MUST meet with me prior to submission of the rewrite and attach the original sections (with comments).  Warning:  I also reserve the right to lower the grade if I detect a serious lack of effort and believe that you have wasted my time.

7. Speech Preparation:  First rehearse your presentation on your own or with a friend.  Then perform it in person for your partner or record and share it with a smartphone, computer, or tablet.   He or she should submit a partner evaluation via Blackboard.  You should likewise return the favor.
8. Speech Presentation:   See the separate guidelines listed below.
Paper Guidelines:
1. Submit via Blackboard a paper of 1250-1750 words (12-point font with standard one-inch margins).  On the first page, provide the title of your speech as well as your name, my name, course name, and the date.  Number the pages and include a bibliography (list of sources) on the last page.  Failure to submit the paper will lead to an “F” for the course.

2. Employ the following structure (for a model see the sample outline for Dr. King’s “I Have a Dream” speech in the syllabus and/or on Blackboard):


· In the first paragraph, provide general historical background (source: textbook).  Do NOT mention the speaker or the speech.


· In the second paragraph, introduce the speaker.  Give biographical background and career highlights up to the date of the speech (source: ANB and/or book).


· In the third paragraph, establish the setting. Describe the specific historical moment in detail (source: book).


· In the fourth paragraph, discuss the stakes for the speaker.  What are his or her motives and goals?  Who are the audiences he or she is trying to reach?
  

· In the following paragraphs, analyze the structure (organization), substance (ideas), and style (rhetoric) of the speech.  Use specific examples.


· In the penultimate paragraph, assess the impact of the speech at the time.  Was it successful?  Why or why not?  What was the impact on the speaker’s career?


· In the final paragraph, consider what historical significance and current relevance it may now have.  Infer from your sources.  Add your own thoughts or reflections.

3. Provide parenthetical citations (Jones, 128) for all direct quotations or factual information that is not general knowledge.  Plagiarism, whether intentional or not, will lead to an “F” for the assignment and a report to the dean of academic affairs, with additional penalties possible.  See me for assistance.  I will use SafeAssign to review all papers electronically.

4. Edit carefully.  Style counts.  I will penalize sloppy papers.  Consult “Style Matters” (Blackboard) for tips on how to compose better prose.  Visit the Writing Center (Corns 316) for assistance – call 740-368-3925 to make an appointment with a consultant or drop-in to work with an intern.

5. Act punctually.  Deadlines matter.  I will penalize late papers.  I will grant extensions only in advance.
Speech Guidelines:

1. Have your partner give the peer introduction (one to two minutes).

2. Provide historical background (two to three minutes).  First describe the speaker and explain what was at stake for him or her.  Then give the setting for the speech.  You may use notecards if necessary.

3. Present the speech excerpt (five minutes).  You may have the text with you, but read as little as possible.  Bring a copy for me.  Speak clearly, pronounce the words correctly, make consistent eye contact, use appropriate hand gestures, and recite the speech as dramatically as appropriate.  Review “Presentation Pointers” (syllabus and Blackboard) for tips.

4. Keep your total presentation under ten minutes – I will impose a penalty if you exceed the time limit.  The grade you receive will depend in large part on how prepared you are.  It will also reflect how poised and polished your presentation is.


5. Pay careful and respectful attention to your peers.
SAMPLE OUTLINE

“I Have a Dream”

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

Washington, DC (28 August 1963)
Paragraph one (historical context):  The Birmingham protests – “Bull” Connor, water cannons, police dogs.  Governor George Wallace’s “Stand in the Schoolhouse Door” at the University of Alabama.  President Kennedy’s decision to introduce a civil rights bill in Congress and give a speech to the nation.
Paragraph two (biographical background):  King’s education and emergence as the leader of the non-violent black freedom struggle.  Montgomery Bus Boycott.  Leader of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC).  Albany campaign.  Letter from a Birmingham Jail.  Commitment to racial equality, social integration, and non-violent civil disobedience. 
Paragraph three (speech setting):  The Lincoln Memorial.  August 28, 1963.  More than 250,000 Americans – black and white, young and old, Christian and non-Christian, gather to demand jobs and freedom.  Tensions behind the scenes.    Series of speeches – then gospel singer Mahalia Jackson and King bring the one-day “March on Washington” to a climactic end.
Paragraph four (speaker motives):  King has three major goals.  First, he wants to promote interracial unity and harmony.  Second, he needs to keep more militant factions within the movement in line.  Third, he hopes to mobilize public opinion, especially among northern liberals, to pressure the president and Congress to take action on civil rights.

Paragraph five (structure):  King begins with a look to the past – to the 100th anniversary of the Emancipation Proclamation.  Then he moves to the present and the urgency of the summer of 1963.  Finally, he offers a vision of the future – “I have a dream.”


Paragraph six (substance):  King combines an appeal to history and morality.  It is time to turn the promises of the Constitution (“We the People”), the Declaration of Independence (“All men are created equal”), and the Emancipation Proclamation (1863) into reality.  It is also time to act together – “We cannot walk alone” and “We cannot turn back.”

Paragraph seven (style):  King presents numerous metaphors – we have come to “cash a check” and we “refuse to believe that the bank of justice is bankrupt.”  He uses parallel phrases and constructions – he contrasts the “fierce urgency of now” with the “tranquilizing drug of gradualism.”  And King deploys repetition to hammer home his vision of the future – “I have a dream that my four little children will one day live in a nation where they will not be judged by the color of their skin but by the content of their character. … I have a dream today.”

Paragraph eight (impact then):  King’s speech was a tremendous success.  It became an instant symbol of interracial unity and harmony.  It was a shining moment in the long struggle for racial equality.   And it galvanized public opinion – at least among whites in the North – and contributed to passage of the Civil Rights Act in July 1964 after a difficult battle.

Paragraph nine (impact now):  King’s speech has stood the test of time – it represents the best of America and was a high point in the civil rights crusade of the 1960s.  It has cemented King’s reputation and legacy as a martyr who ultimately gave his life to rid the nation of the sin of segregation.  But how to achieve his vision of a just society has become controversial today.  Although liberals believe that affirmative action is necessary to provide true equality of opportunity, conservatives contend that it represents a form of reverse discrimination and a repudiation of King’s dream of a color-blind society.
Presentation Pointers
 
Professor Michael Flamm





Ohio Wesleyan University
BE PREPARED, BE YOURSELF, AND BE PROFESSIONAL.  ALWAYS DEMONSTRATE RESPECT FOR YOURSELF AND YOUR AUDIENCE.
Speech Preparation


Double or triple space the text and number the pages – do NOT use a screen

Plan to scan ahead and indicate places for dramatic pauses and eye contact

Rehearse difficult phrases or words – check the pronunciation if not certain

Read and reread the speech out loud to whomever will listen

Give careful thought to the first sentence of your presentation
Introduce the speech with appropriate and relevant historical background


Proper Attire 


Dress to demonstrate respect – business casual (no hats or jerseys, sweats or t-shirts)

Do NOT wear distracting accessories of any kind – keep the focus on you
Body Control


Begin with weight distributed evenly, hands at side and eyes on the audience

Once positioned, take a moment to become comfortable with the audience (and vice versa)

Retain the audience’s attention by not shifting your body or crossing your legs
Keep hands from pockets for extended periods

Avoid adjusting or fidgeting with clothes, hair, accessories, or notes

Vocal Delivery


SLOW DOWN, speak audibly, and articulate clearly

Make as much EYE CONTACT as possible and read as little as possible
Maintain volume and energy through the end of sentences 

Do NOT apologize for “mistakes” – the goal is “connection, not perfection”

Adopt an appropriate tone (serious, angry, sad, or humorous) for the speech

Memorize the first and last few lines – always start and end with eyes on the audience

Review Sheet for In the Heat of the Summer (Flamm Quiz)
Matching:  The following are names or terms that you should know.

A. Thomas Gilligan

B.  James Powell

C.  Bayard Rustin
D.  Fiorello La Guardia

E.  Robert Wagner

F.  Lino Rivera
G.  Robert Bandy


H.  Langston Hughes

I.   Adam Clayton Powell Jr.
J.  Kenneth Clark


K.  James Farmer

L.  Jesse Gray

M.  George Schuyler

N.  Lloyd Sealy

O.  Michael Murphy

P.  Lew Alcindor


Q.  Roy Wilkins

R.  J. Edgar Hoover

S.  Nelson Rockefeller

T.  John Lindsay

U.  Robert Kennedy
V.  William F. Buckley

W.  William Epton

X.  Lyndon Johnson
Y.  Hubert Humphrey

Z.  Barry Goldwater

AA.  Richard Nixon
BB.  Safe Streets Act 

CC.  Office of Law Enforcement Assistance

Chronology:  Please know the relative order of these events.

1. Violent unrest erupts in Harlem in July 1964.
2. John Lindsay is elected mayor of NY.
3. Thomas Gilligan shoots James Powell.
4. The assassination of Dr. King shocks the nation.

5. Lyndon Johnson signs into law the Voting Rights Act.
6. Barry Goldwater accepts the Republican nomination.
7. The Watts Riot takes place.
8. Lyndon Johnson defeats Barry Goldwater.
9. Lyndon Johnson signs into law the Civil Rights Act.
10. Bayard Rustin organizes the March on Washington.
11. The March on Selma takes place.

12. Violent unrest erupts in Rochester in July 1964.

13. Robert Kennedy is elected to the U.S. Senate from NY.

14. Lyndon Johnson sends troops to Detroit to restore order.
15. Richard Nixon defeats Hubert Humphrey.
16. Lyndon Johnson signs into law the Safe Streets Act despite reservations.

17. New York City voters reject a civilian review board for the NYPD.
18. Violent unrest erupts in Brooklyn in July 1964.

Visions of Modern America
Professor Flamm
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Good documentaries are an excellent way to learn about the past.  The films below are available for viewing on DVD in Beeghly or streaming (S) through Kanopy (a video service accessible via Summon, the library search engine).  PBS.com (American Experience) and Netflix also offer a wide variety of options.  If you would like to watch a documentary not on the list please get prior approval.  Then read the questions listed below so that you can pause the program and take notes while watching.  Next submit your answers by ___ (see syllabus) via Blackboard.

Documentaries:
Henry Ford (S)

Edison: The Father of Invention (S)

Journey to America (DVD)

Coney Island (S)

Panama Canal (S)

Triangle Fire (S)

The Klondike Gold Rush (S)

T.R.: The Story of Theodore Roosevelt – Parts I (Long Campaign), II (Bully Pulpit), 
     III (Good Fight), and IV (Black Care) (DVD)

Woodrow Wilson – Parts I and II (S & DVD)

The Great War – Parts I, II, and III (DVD)

One Woman, One Vote (DVD)

Al Capone: Icon (DVD)

Monkey Trial (DVD)
FDR – Parts II (1921-33), III (1933-40), and IV (1940-1945) (S)

Eleanor Roosevelt (S)

Bonnie & Clyde (DVD)

Scottsboro: An American Tragedy (S)

Union Maids (S)

Ken Burns: The Dust Bowl (S)

Liberators: Fighting on Two Fronts in World War II (S)

Ken Burns: The War (S) – Part I (Dec 1941-Dec 1942), II (1943), III (Nov 1943-June 1944), 
     IV (June-Aug 1944), V (Sept-Dec 1944), VI (Dec 1944-March 1945), VII (Mar-Dec 1945)

Victory in the Pacific (DVD)

The Life and Times of Rosie the Riveter (DVD)

Korea: MacArthur’s War (DVD)

Truman – Parts I, II, and III (DVD)

The Battle of Chosin (DVD)

Memphis Dreams: Innocence and Rebellion (DVD)

The McCarthy Years (DVD)
Rachel Carson's Silent Spring (S)

Earth Days (S)

1964 (S)

Freedom Summer (S)

Freedom Riders (S)

Eyes on the Prize (I) – Parts I-VI (S)

Eyes on the Prize (II) – Parts I-VIII (S)

Malcolm X: Make It Plain (DVD)

Brother Outsider: The Life of Bayard Rustin (S)

Stonewall Uprising (S & DVD)

Chicago 1968 (DVD)

Roads to Memphis (MLK assassination) (DVD)

Legacies of the Sixties (DVD)

Vietnam: A Television History – Parts I-X (DVD)

Letters from Vietnam (DVD)

Path to War (DVD)

Two Days in October (DVD)

My Lai (DVD)

The Most Dangerous Man in America: Daniel Ellsberg and the Pentagon Papers (S)

Regret to Inform [American and Vietnamese women] (DVD)

Return with Honor [POWs] (DVD)

The Weather Underground (S & DVD)

Last Days in Vietnam (S)

JFK – Parts I and II (S)

LBJ – Parts I and II (DVD)

Nixon – Parts I (Rise), II (Triumph), and III (Fall) (DVD)
Questions:
1. Select two individuals and present their statements.  Why did you choose them?  Why were their comments especially interesting or surprising to you?


2. How does the documentary compare to what you already knew – from lectures, readings, or other sources – about the topic?  What new information was most interesting or surprising to you?  Why?


3. What is the point of view of the documentary?  Is it biased or unbiased?  Why?  Do you agree or disagree with it?  Why?


4. How does the documentary end?  What was your reaction?  Why?

5. What is your overall assessment?  What grade would you give the documentary?  Why?
Review Sheet (Course Exams)
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The exams will take place on __________ (see syllabus) in the usual place with the usual suspects.  I will supply the bluebooks.  Students who do not explain their absence in advance or provide a legitimate medical excuse will not receive a make-up opportunity.  The exams are not cumulative – the second exam will only include material covered since the first exam and the third exam will only include material covered since the second exam.  The exams are divided into three parts of equal value so study accordingly.
PART I:
Identification (15 minutes):

This section will consist of six to eight names, terms, or events taken from the lectures.  Choose THREE and for each write a substantial paragraph identifying the name or term (who, what, where, when) AND explaining why it was important.  Please review the “Exam Examples” document on Blackboard for guidance.


PART II:
Chronology (15 minutes):

This section will consist of TWO “clusters” of events taken from the lectures.  In a brief essay (five paragraphs), discuss ONE.  Place the events in chronological order AND explain their causal relationship.  Please review the “Exam Examples” document on Blackboard for guidance.


PART III:
Analysis (15 minutes):
This section will consist of excerpts taken from THREE primary sources discussed in class.  Select ONE and write a short essay.  In the first paragraph, provide historical background or context – do not mention the source.  In the second paragraph, identify the author and explain his or her motives.  In the following paragraph (s), analyze the argument the entire source presents – not merely the excerpt provided.  In the final paragraph (s), assess the significance of the source then and now.  Please review the “Exam Examples” document on Blackboard for guidance and see also the PowerPoint with text slides.
For current office hours, please go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.supersaas.com/schedule/flamm/appointments" �www.supersaas.com/schedule/flamm/appointments�





Week One:  August 21-25





Week Two:  August 28-September 1





Week Three:  September 4-8





Week Four:  September 11-15





Week Five:  September 18-22





Week Six:  September 25-29





Week Seven:  October 2-6





Week Eight:  October 9-13





Week Nine:  October 16-20





Week Ten:  October 23-27





Week Eleven:  October 30-November 3





Week Twelve:  November 6-10





Week Thirteen:  November 13-17





Week Fourteen:  November 20-24 (UNIVERSITY HOLIDAY)





Week Fifteen:  November 27-December 1





Week Sixteen:  December 4-8








� These tips are adapted from a handout prepared by Mr. Eric Gnezda, MFA, Lecturer, “Principles and Practices of Public Speaking” (Speech 210) and “Public Speaking Workshop” (Speech 310).
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