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Description

History 376 examines the major political, social, cultural, diplomatic, and economic developments of the period, with special emphasis on the impact of urbanization, immigration, and industrialization, the emergence of the Populist and Progressive movements, the legacies of World War I, and the clash of cultures in the 1920s.  It will also focus on how to research carefully, think critically, write clearly, and speak compellingly.  These skills are foundational no matter what major or career you choose.  You will develop them by researching an important historical figure and representing him or her in a class simulation on the Wilson presidency.
Texts
· E.L. Doctorow, Ragtime*

· Michael Kazin, A Godly Hero*
· John Milton Cooper, The Warrior and the Priest*

· Kevin Boyle, Arc of Justice*
All texts are available at the bookstore.  The * indicates the text is also on reserve in the library, as is a copy of American History: A Survey by Alan Brinkley for those who might need or want more background on this period (see chapters 17-23), although none is expected or required.
	Course Assignment
	Percent Value
	Due Date

	Participation
	10
	----

	Essay (Doctorow)
	10
	September 14

	Midterm exam
	15
	October 9

	Resume (Wilson debate)
	----
	October 12

	Paper (Wilson debate)
	15
	October 26

	Quiz #1 (Cooper)
	10
	November 6

	Rewrite (optional)
	----
	November 9

	Quiz #2 (Kazin)
	10
	November 16

	Quiz #3 (Boyle)
	10
	December 9

	Final exam
	20
	December 14


Policies
Participation will include regular attendance, informed discussion, and in-class assignments as well as the simulation resume, Wilson debate, and source worksheet.  I will drop the lowest earned quiz, essay, or memo grade.  Late work – when accepted – will result in substantial penalties (one full letter grade per day).  If you need an extension, please contact me in advance – not the day the assignment is due.  To access reading material and submit written work, go to the course page in Blackboard.  Failure to submit any written assignment will lead to a full letter reduction in the final course grade unless otherwise noted.  You may earn a writing option (“R” credit) for this course – ask me for details.
Any act of academic misconduct such as plagiarism or cheating will lead to an “F” for the assignment and a report to the dean of academic affairs.  I will review all written work electronically via SafeAssign (Blackboard) for possible violations.  Students should also expect to demonstrate a sense of responsibility by using the restroom in advance and arriving on time – lateness is disruptive and disrespectful.  Please put away computers and phones (no screens or eating during class – drinks are permitted).  In compliance with federal law and university policy, I am always willing to make reasonable accommodations for students with learning disabilities or special needs.  Please see me as early in the semester as possible.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Topics and Readings (due by the start of class unless otherwise noted):

Course Introduction

The Construction of the “New South”
Due:  Boyle, Arc of Justice, prologue and chapter 1 (??)
Discussion:  1) Why were so many whites so determined to hail the rise of a “New South”?
2) How “new” was the “New South”?  3) How and why did the ideas of Du Bois and Washington differ?  4) Who had the better approach to African-American advancement at the time?  Why?
The Conquest of the “Old West”
Due:  Begin Kazin, A Godly Hero, introduction and chapters 1-3
Discussion:  1) Why were Native Americans unable to defend their lands?  2) Was the U.S. guilty of cultural genocide in relation to American Indians?
The Gilded Age: Politics and Patronage
Due:  Kazin, A Godly Hero, introduction and chapters 1-3
Discussion:  1) Was the tariff a symbolic or substantive issue?  2) Were the secret ballot and direct primary positive or negative reforms?  Why?
The American Farmer and the Populist Movement
Due:  “Cross of Gold” (Blackboard)
Discussion:  1) What were the main problems facing American farmers in the late 19th century?  2) What were the main elements of the Populist Platform?  3) Was the Populist Party a success or failure?  4) What was the most important legacy of the election of 1896?
The Rise of Industrial America
Due:  Begin Doctorow, Ragtime (reading essay and discussion questions on Blackboard)
Discussion:  1) What was the main reason for the emergence of industrial capitalism?  2) Were Rockefeller and Carnegie “robber barons” or “industrial captains”?

The World of Male Work and Leisure
Due:  Continue Doctorow, Ragtime (reading essay and discussion questions on Blackboard)
Discussion:  1) How did the male workers struggle to retain control?  2) How were the jobs of most male workers transformed during this era?

The Battle for Industrial America
Due:  Continue Doctorow, Ragtime (reading essay and discussion questions on Blackboard)
Discussion:  1) What was the main reason for the failure of labor unions in this period?  2) Was the failure of labor unions in this period inevitable?
The Rise of Urban and Suburban America
Due:  Continue Doctorow, Ragtime (reading essay and discussion questions on Blackboard)
Discussion:  1) How were American cities and suburbs transformed?  2)  Was the emergence of the “political machine” a positive or negative development?  Why?

Discussion:  Ragtime
Discussion:  Blackboard questions
Skills Session (I):  Writing History Papers (sample essay; essay guidelines; “Style Matters”)
Due (9.15):  Essay (Doctorow)

The Immigrant Experience
Due:  Begin Kazin, A Godly Hero, chapters 5-9
Discussion:  1) What were the main reasons immigrants came to America?  2) Why were the “new” immigrants faced with more hostility than the “old” immigrants?  3) What was new about the “new nativism”?

The Transformation of Urban Leisure
Due:  “Drama of the People” and “Athletic Craze” (Blackboard)

Discussion:  1) How were leisure patterns different between middle-class and working-class men, between married and unmarried men?  2) What was the role played by spectator sports in urban-industrial America?

The World of Female Work and Leisure
Due:  “A 1911 Inferno” (Blackboard); continue Kazin, A Godly Hero, chapters 5-9
Discussion:  1) How were the goals of women workers similar to and different from those of men?  2) How were leisure patterns different between men and women?


Video:  Theodore Roosevelt
Due:  Kazin, A Godly Hero, chapters 5-9
The Battle for the Ballot
Due:  “Declaration of Principles” (Blackboard) 
Discussion:  1) Why were women finally able to win the right to vote?  2) Why were women unable to unite on other issues?


The Progressive Impulse
Due:  Begin Cooper, The Warrior and the Priest, chapters 1, 3, 5, 6, 8, 10
Discussion:  1) What was the most important progressive reform?  2) What were the greatest successes and failures of the progressives?  Why?
The Progressive Crusade
Due:  Continue Cooper, The Warrior and the Priest, chapters 1, 3, 5, 6, 8, 10
Discussion:  1) Why were the progressives (to an extent) successful?  2) Was the camera a “mirror of reality”?


Theodore Roosevelt and the Politics of Power
Due:  Cooper, The Warrior and the Priest, chapters 1, 3, 5, 6, 8, 10
Discussion:  1) How “progressive” was Roosevelt?  2) What was his most significant reform? 3) How do you explain his contradictions?

William Howard Taft and the Election of 1912
Due:  Cooper, The Warrior and the Priest, chapters 11-14
Discussion:  1) What was the main reason for Taft’s failure as president?  2)  In the election of 1912, who had the most realistic approach for controlling large corporations?
Skills Session (II):  Taking History Exams (“Exam Examples” and Study Strategies)


Midterm

Woodrow Wilson and the Politics of Morality
Due:  Cooper, The Warrior and the Priest, chapters 2, 4, 7, 9, 15-16
Discussion:  1) How “progressive” was Wilson?  2) What was his most significant reform?  3) Was it inevitable that he would govern according the principles of the “New Nationalism”?


American Expansionism (I)
Due:  Resume (Wilson debate); Kazin, A Godly Hero, chapter 4
Discussion:  1) What was the most important cause of American expansionism?  2) Was American expansionism inevitable?
Mid-Semester Break

Mid-Semester Break

War with Spain and the Philippines
Due:  “In Defense of Imperialism” and “A Criticism of Imperialism” (Blackboard)
Discussion:  1) What was the main cause of the Spanish-American War?  2) What does the outcome of the war suggest about American policy?  3) Was annexation the proper action?  4) Was annexation helpful or harmful for the Philippines?

American Expansionism (II)
Due:  Kazin, A Godly Hero, chapters 10-11
Discussion:  1) To what extent were the policies of Roosevelt, Taft, and Wilson in Latin America similar and/or different?  2) What was the main motivation behind the Open Door policy?  3) How and why was U.S. policy different toward developing nations?

Woodrow Wilson and the Coming of World War I
Due:  Cooper, The Warrior and the Priest, chapters 17-19
Discussion:  1) What was the main reason the U.S. entered the war?  2) Was U.S. entry inevitable?  3) What was Wilson’s main motivation in issuing the Fourteen Points?


Over There
Due (10.27):  Paper (Wilson debate) 
Discussion:  1) Why was World War I so horrific?  2) Why was it so significant?

Over Here
Due:  Cooper, The Warrior and the Priest, chapters 20-21
Discussion:  1) How was American society affected by World War I?  2) What was the most important impact of World War I (short-term or long-term) on American society?  Why?

The “Lost Peace”: Woodrow Wilson and the League of Nations
Due:  Resume (revised)
Discussion:  1) Was Wilson primarily responsible for the failure of the U.S. to ratify the Treaty of Versailles?  2) Was the subsequent failure of the US to join the League of Nations a significant cause of World War II?  3) Was Wilson a man ahead of his time?

Video:  Woodrow Wilson

Due:  Prepare for quiz

The “Bitter Peace”:  Labor Unrest and the Red Scare
Due:  Quiz #1 (Cooper)
Discussion:  1) What was the economic aftermath of World War I?  2) How did labor unrest contribute to the Red Scare?  3) Does war fervor inevitably lead to domestic purges?
Cultures in Conflict:  Nativism and Prohibition
Due:  Kazin, A Godly Hero, chapter 12 and epilogue
Discussion:  1) What were the main impulses behind the Nativist and Prohibition movements?  2) To what extent were both reflective of tensions between urban and provincial America?

Cultures in Conflict:  The New Klan
Due:  Prepare for quiz
Discussion:  1) How was the New Klan similar to and different from the Old Klan? 
2) What were the main factors in the New Klan’s rapid rise and fall?

Cultures in Conflict:  Darwinism and Fundamentalism
Due:  Quiz #2 (Kazin)
Discussion:  1) To what extent were the Fundamentalists similar to the other oppositional movements of the decade?  2) Why have scholars tended to deemphasize the role played by religion – particularly Fundamentalism – in American life?
The Politics of Reaction
Due:  Prepare rewrite  
Discussion:  1) What was the fate of Progressivism in the 1920s?  2) Was it inevitable?  Why or why not?


The Tragedy of Woodrow Wilson (I)
Due:  Rewrite (optional)
Discussion:  Did the Wilson administration pursue a misguided and ineffective foreign policy toward Europe from August 1914 to April 1917?

The Tragedy of Woodrow Wilson (II)
Due:  Continue Boyle, Arc of Justice
Discussion:  Did the Wilson administration unjustifiably infringe upon civil liberties during and after World War I (the Espionage Act, the Sedition Act, the Alien Act, and the Palmer Raids)?

The Tragedy of Woodrow Wilson (III)
Due:  Continue Boyle, Arc of Justice
Discussion:  Did the Wilson administration mishandle the negotiations for, and the ratification of, the Treaty of Versailles (including the League of Nations)?



The “Bitter Peace”:  The “New Negro” and the “Red Summer”
Due:  Boyle, Arc of Justice, chapters ??
Discussion:  1) What was the main factor in the emergence of the “New Negro”?  2) How new was the “New Negro”?

Art and Protest: The Culture of the 1920s
Due:  Continue Boyle, Arc of Justice
Discussion:  1) How were the “Lost Generation” and Harlem Renaissance similar and different?
2) What is the proper role for art to play in a democratic society and consumer culture?

Discussion: A Godly Hero and Arc of Justice
Due:  Quiz #3 (Boyle)
Discussion:   Questions (Blackboard); “The tragic downfall of Ossian Sweet was due primarily to the prejudice and discrimination he faced, not his own pride and ambition.”

The “New Woman”:  Image and Reality
Due:  Margaret Sanger (Blackboard)
Discussion:  1) How new was the “New Woman”?  2) Why were women in the 1920s unable to form a common political agenda?  3) What does the fate of the Sheppard-Towner Act suggest?
The “New Consumer”:  Identity and Technology in Transition
Due:  Prepare for documentary project and final exam (take-home essay)
Discussion:  1) Why were the growth of “mass consumerism” and “mass communications” important?  2) How would the “New Youth” affect future generations?
The New Era and the Great Crash
Due:  Documentary film (syllabus)
Discussion:  1) How and why was the prosperity of the 1920s unevenly distributed?
2) How did that inequality contribute to the Great Crash and Great Depression?
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Please read the question carefully and follow the guidelines closely.  Contact me before the due date if you need assistance.


“In Ragtime, the author paints primarily a positive portrait of American society.”  Do you


agree or disagree?  Why?  Please provide specific examples from the novel to support your


general analysis.

Guidelines:

1.  The essay is due on _____ (see syllabus).


2.  Prepare an essay of 750-1000 words (three to four double-spaced pages with standard one-inch margins).  The essay is worth ___ percent (see syllabus) of your final grade.


3.  Employ the following structure:  In the first paragraph, provide context, introduce the book, and state the thesis, which should answer the question clearly and directly IN YOUR OWN WORDS.  In the following paragraphs, develop and defend the thesis with appropriate topic sentences and relevant supporting evidence.  Offer a balanced argument that considers alternative viewpoints.  In the final paragraph, restate the thesis (in modified form) and assess the value of the book.  What perspective does it provide?  How does it add to our knowledge and understanding of the period?


4.  Use parenthetical citations (Doctorow, 239) for all direct quotations or factual information that is not general knowledge.  On the first page, include your name, History ___, my name, and the date.  Number all subsequent pages.


5.  Cite appropriately.  Plagiarism, whether intentional or not, will lead to an “F” for the assignment and a report to the dean of academic affairs, with additional penalties possible.  See the OWU Catalog for guidance.  All written work is reviewed electronically via SafeAssign (Blackboard).


6.  Edit carefully.  Style counts.  I will penalize sloppy papers harshly.  Consult “Style Matters” (Blackboard) for tips on how to compose better prose.


7.  Act punctually.  Deadlines matter.  I will penalize late papers harshly.  I will grant extensions only in advance.

Review Sheet (Reading Quizzes)
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Matching:  The following are names and events that you should know.
Quiz #1:  The Warrior and the Priest (John Milton Cooper)
A.  William Jennings Bryan
B.  Theodore Roosevelt
C.  Sir Edward Grey



D.  Jane Addams

E.  Robert M. La Follette
F.  A. Mitchell Palmer

G.  Roger Baldwin

H.  Emma Goldman 

I.   Oliver Wendell Holmes Jr.


J.    Eugene Debs

K.  Henry Cabot Lodge
L.  William Borah



M.  David Lloyd George
N.  John Maynard Keynes
O.  V.I. Lenin



P.   Charles Evans Hughes
Q.  Robert Lansing

R.  Georges Clemenceau
S.  Edward House


T.   Gifford Pinchot

U.  Josephus Daniels



V.  Elihu Root


W.  Bernard Baruch

X.  William Gibbs McAdoo

Y.  Mark Hanna

Z.  William Howard Taft
AA.  Louis Brandeis

Quiz #2:  A Godly Hero (Michael Kazon)  ADD CHRONOLOGY
Quiz #3:  Arc of Justice (Kevin Boyle)  ADD CHRONOLOGY OR T/F OR ??
Visions of Early Modern America
Professor Flamm
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Good documentaries are an excellent way to learn about the past.  The films below are available for viewing on DVD in Beeghly or streaming (S) through Kanopy (a video service accessible via Summon, the library search engine).  PBS.com (American Experience) and Netflix also offer a wide variety of options.  If you would like to watch a documentary not on the list please get prior approval.  Then read the questions listed below so that you can pause the program and take notes while watching.  Next submit your answers by ___ (see syllabus) via Blackboard.

Documentaries:
Henry Ford (S)

Edison: The Father of Invention (S)

Journey to America (DVD)

Coney Island (S)

Panama Canal (S)

Triangle Fire (S)

The Klondike Gold Rush (S)

T.R.: The Story of Theodore Roosevelt – Parts I (Long Campaign), II (Bully Pulpit), 
     III (Good Fight), and IV (Black Care) (DVD)

Woodrow Wilson – Parts I and II (S & DVD)

The Great War – Parts I, II, and III (DVD)

One Woman, One Vote (DVD)

Al Capone: Icon (DVD)

Monkey Trial (DVD)
FDR – Parts I (1882-1921) and II (1921-33) (S)
Questions:
1. Select two individuals and present their statements.  Why did you choose them?  Why were their comments especially interesting or surprising to you?


2. How does the documentary compare to what you already knew – from lectures, readings, or other sources – about the topic?  What new information was most interesting or surprising to you?  Why?


3. What is the point of view of the documentary?  Is it biased or unbiased?  Why?  Do you agree or disagree with it?  Why?


4. How does the documentary end?  What was your reaction?  Why?

5. What is your overall assessment?  What grade would you give the documentary?  Why?
Mid-Term Review Sheet
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The mid-term exam will take place on _________ (see syllabus) at the usual time in the usual place with the usual suspects.  I will supply the bluebooks.  Please note that students who do not explain their absence in advance or provide a legitimate medical excuse will not receive a make-up exam.  The recommended time indicates the relative value.  The exam is divided into three parts of equal value so study accordingly.
PART I:  
Identification (15 minutes):

This section will consist of six to eight names, terms, or events taken from the lectures.  Choose THREE and for each write a substantial paragraph identifying the name or term (who, what, where, when) AND explaining why it was important.  Please review the “Exam Examples” on Blackboard for guidance.

PART II:
Chronology (15 minutes):

This section will consist of TWO “clusters” of events taken from the lectures.  In a brief essay (five paragraphs), discuss ONE.  Place the events in chronological order AND explain their causal relationship.  Please review the “Exam Examples” document on Blackboard for guidance.


PART III:
Analysis (15 minutes)

This section will consist of excerpts taken from THREE primary sources discussed in class.  Select ONE and write a short essay.  In the first paragraph, provide historical background or context – do not mention the source.  In the second paragraph, identify the author and explain his or her motives.  In the following paragraph (s), analyze the argument the entire source presents – not merely the excerpt provided.  In the final paragraph (s), assess the significance of the source then and now.  Please review the “Exam Examples” document on Blackboard for guidance and see also the PowerPoint with text slides.
Final Exam Review Sheet
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The final exam will take place on _____ (see syllabus) in the usual place with the usual suspects.  I will supply the bluebooks.  Please note that students who do not explain their absence in advance or provide a legitimate medical excuse will not receive a make-up exam.  The recommended time indicates the relative value.  Parts I, II, and III are of equal value; Part IV is worth 50 percent of the exam grade.
PART I:
Identification (15 minutes)

This section will consist of six to eight names, terms, or events taken from the lectures SINCE THE MIDTERM.  Choose THREE and for each write a substantial paragraph identifying the name or term (who, what, where, when) AND explaining why it was important.  Please review the “Exam Examples” document on Blackboard for guidance.

PART II:
Chronology (15 minutes)

This section will consist of TWO “clusters” of events taken from the lectures SINCE THE MIDTERM.  In a brief essay (five paragraphs), discuss ONE.  Place the events in chronological order AND explain their causal relationship.  Please review the “Exam Examples” document on Blackboard for guidance.

PART III:
Analysis (15 minutes)

This section will consist of excerpts taken from THREE primary sources discussed in class SINCE THE MIDTERM.  Select ONE and write a short essay.  In the first paragraph, provide historical background or context – do not mention the source.  In the second paragraph, identify the author and explain his or her motives.  In the following paragraph (s), analyze the argument the entire source presents – not merely the excerpt provided.  In the final paragraph (s), assess the significance of the source then and now.  Please review the “Exam Examples” document on Blackboard for guidance and see also the PowerPoint with text slides.
PART IV:
Take-Home Essay (due via Blackboard by the start of the exam)

Please answer the following question with a well-organized and well-balanced essay of 1000 to 1250 words which includes specific information (properly cited) from the appropriate lectures and readings.

“By 1929 America had entered the modern era permanently and completely.”  Do you agree or disagree?  Why?  Please consider political, social, cultural, economic, and international developments.
For current office hours, please go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.supersaas.com/schedule/flamm/appointments" �www.supersaas.com/schedule/flamm/appointments�





Week One:  August 24-28





Week Two:  August 31-September 4





Week Three:  September 7-11





Week Four:  September 14-18





Week Five:  September 21-25  





Week Six:  September 28-October 2





Week Seven:  October 5-9





Week Eight:  October 12-16





Week Nine:  October 19-23





Week Ten: October 26-30





Week Eleven:  November 2-6





Week Twelve:  November 9-13





Week Thirteen:  November 16-20





Week Fourteen:  November 23-27 (UNIVERSITY HOLIDAY





Week Fifteen:  November 30-December 4





Week Sixteen:  December 7-11








12

