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Description
This course will examine the Great Depression, the New Deal, World War II, the Cold War, and the cultural divisions of the 1950s.  It will also focus on how to research carefully, think critically, write clearly, and speak compellingly.  These skills are foundational no matter what major or career you choose.  You will develop them by researching an important historical figure and representing him or her in a class simulation on the Eisenhower presidency.
Texts
· Eric Rauchway, The Great Depression and the New Deal*
· E.B. Sledge, With the Old Breed*

· Richard Fried, Nightmare in Red: The McCarthy Era in Perspective*
· Chester Pach and Elmo Richardson, The Presidency of Dwight D. Eisenhower*

All texts are available at the bookstore.  The * indicates the text is also on reserve in the library, as is a copy of American History: A Survey by Alan Brinkley for those who might need or want more background on this period (see chapters 25-30), although none is expected or required.
	Course Assignment
	Percent Value
	Due Date

	Participation
	10
	----

	Quiz #1 (Rauchway)
	10
	September 1

	Quiz #2 (Pach)
	10
	September 22

	Midterm exam
	15
	October 2

	Essay (Sledge)
	10
	October 16

	Quiz #3 (Fried)
	10
	November 1

	Paper (Eisenhower)
	15
	November 7

	Rewrite (optional)
	----
	November 28

	Final exam
	20
	December 14


Policies
Participation will include regular attendance, informed discussion, and in-class assignments as well as the simulation resume and Eisenhower debate.  I will drop the lowest earned essay, quiz, or memo grade.  Late work – when accepted – will result in substantial penalties (one full letter grade per day).  If you need an extension, please contact me in advance – not the day the assignment is due.  To access reading material and submit written work, go to the course page in Blackboard.  Failure to submit any written assignment will lead to a full letter reduction in the final course grade unless otherwise noted.  You may earn a writing option (“R” credit) for this course – ask me for details by week four.
Any act of academic misconduct such as plagiarism or cheating will lead to an “F” for the assignment and a report to the dean of academic affairs.  I will review all written work electronically via SafeAssign (Blackboard) for possible violations.  Students should also expect to demonstrate a sense of responsibility by using the restroom in advance and arriving on time – lateness is disruptive and disrespectful.  Please put away computers and phones (no screens or eating during class – drinks are permitted).  In compliance with federal law and university policy, I am always willing to make reasonable accommodations for students with learning disabilities or special needs.  Please see me as early in the semester as possible.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

 Topics and Assignments (due by the start of class unless otherwise announced):

Course Introduction




The Great Crash and the Great Depression
Due:  Begin Rauchway, The Great Depression and the New Deal
Discussion:  1) Was the Great Crash the cause of the Great Depression?  2) Are the other causes of the Great Depression present today?



The Social Impact of the Great Depression
Due:  Continue Rauchway, The Great Depression and the New Deal
Discussion:  1) How were men and women, blacks and whites, children and parents, the working class and the middle class, affected by the Great Depression?  2) To what extent were their experiences similar and/or different?  3) What was more serious, the physical or psychological impact of the Great Depression?
The Political Impact of the Great Depression
Due:  Continue Rauchway, The Great Depression and the New Deal
Discussion:  1) Why has history treated Hoover so poorly?  2) What was “associationalism” and how was it a precursor to the New Deal?  3) Why was the 1932 election significant?


Franklin Roosevelt and the “Hundred Days”
Due:  Quiz #1 (Rauchway)
Discussion:  1) Why has history treated FDR so well?  2) To what extent are the popular images of Hoover and Roosevelt correct?



The New Deal and the Politics of Protest
Due:  Begin Pach, The Presidency of Dwight Eisenhower and research project
Discussion:  1) What were some common themes voiced by the New Deal’s critics?  2) To what extent were they able to influence the New Deal?
The New Deal and American Labor
Due:  Continue Pach, The Presidency of Dwight Eisenhower and research project
Discussion:  1) Was passage of the Wagner Act due mainly to the Roosevelt administration or labor activism?  2) Was the New Deal primarily a help or a hindrance to the labor movement, particularly the CIO?


The New Deal and American Farmers
Due:  Continue Pach, The Presidency of Dwight Eisenhower and research project
Discussion:  1) Were farmers primarily responsible for their plight?  2) How and why was the New Deal more helpful to commercial farmers than to family farmers or southern sharecroppers?


The Cultural Impact of the Great Depression
Due:  Continue Pach, The Presidency of Dwight Eisenhower and research project
Discussion:  1) How did artists respond to the Great Depression?  2) How did America respond to the artists?  3) What was “cultural democracy” and how successful were the New Deal’s efforts to promote it?

The New Deal and the Limits of Reform
Due:  Resume (Eisenhower debate)
Discussion:  1) What were the most important limits on the New Deal?  2) What group (women; minorities; labor) benefited the most/least from the New Deal?  Why?
The New Deal and the Achievements of Reform
Due:  “The New Deal in History and Historiography” (Blackboard)
Discussion:  1) What were the most significant short-term and long-term achievements of the New Deal?  2) Which historiographical interpretation of the New Deal is most persuasive?

The Winds of War
Due:  Continue Pach, The Presidency of Dwight Eisenhower and research project
Discussion:  1) Was U.S. foreign policy isolationist in the 1920s and interventionist in the 1930s?  2) Was World War II inevitable?  Why or why not?
The Path to Pearl Harbor
Due:  “The Pearl Harbor Debate” (Blackboard)
Discussion:  1) What did FDR know and when did he know it?  2) Was he guilty of deliberately letting the Japanese attack take place?


“Why We Fight”: Propaganda and the Public
Due:  Quiz #2 (Pach)
Discussion:  1) Is propaganda an essential and inevitable part of war?  2) Does effective propaganda have to contain racial messages or images?


The War at Home
Due:  Begin Sledge, With the Old Breed
Discussion:  1) What was the most significant impact of World War II at home?
2) What was the long-term impact of the war for American women and blacks?

Japanese-American Relocation
Due:  Continue Sledge, With the Old Breed
Discussion:  1) Why were Japanese-Americans relocated in the wake of Pearl Harbor?
2) Was the relocation justified?  Why or why not?

The Grand Alliance
Due:  Continue Sledge, With the Old Breed
Discussion:  1) What were the main tensions within the Grand Alliance?  2) How would these tensions lay the groundwork for the Cold War?
Skills Session (I):  Taking History Exams (“Exam Examples” and Study Strategies)


Midterm

Victory in Europe: Why the Allies Won and the Axis Lost
Due:  Continue Sledge, With the Old Breed
Discussion:  1) What was the most important Allied advantage?  2) What was Hitler’s greatest mistake?
OWU at War (I):  Charles Leighton and the Memphis Belle
Due:  Continue Sledge, With the Old Breed


“Peleliu Hills” (Part VII of “The Pacific”)
Due:  Continue Sledge, With the Old Breed
Skills Session (II):  Writing History Papers (sample essay; essay guidelines; “Style Matters”)

No Class (University Holiday)

No Class (University Holiday)



Victory in the Pacific: How the US Defeated Japan
Due (10.17):  Essay (Sledge)
Discussion:  1) Why was the war against Japan so different from the war against Germany?  2) What specific incident or event from With the Old Breed most moved or troubled you?  Why?
The U.S. and the Holocaust
Due:  “Speech of Elie Wiesel” (Blackboard)
Discussion:  1) To what extent should the U.S. share responsibility for the Holocaust?
2) What are the “lessons” of the Holocaust for today?

The Atomic Age: Hiroshima and Nagasaki
Due:  Begin Fried, Nightmare in Red
Discussion:  1) What was the main reason the US chose to drop the atomic bomb on Hiroshima?  2) Was the decision justified?  Why or why not?



OWU at War (II):  The Strange Saga of “Axis Sally”
Due:  Continue Fried, Nightmare in Red
Discussion:  1) Was Gillars a victim or traitor?  2) Should OWU have granted her degree?
The Cold War: Causes and Controversies
Due:  Resume (revised)
Discussion:  1) Was the Cold War inevitable?  2) If not, who was to blame?

The Cold War: Containment and Confrontation
Due:  Continue Fried, Nightmare in Red
Discussion: 1) Was containment a successful policy for the U.S.?  2) How and why
was containment in practice (Truman) different from containment in theory (Kennan)?

Truman and the Korean War
Due:  Continue Fried, Nightmare in Red
Discussion: 1) Was Truman right to fire MacArthur?  2) What was the most important legacy
of the Korean War?

Truman and the “Fair Deal”
Due:  Quiz #3 (Fried)
Discussion:  1) Was the “Fair Deal” a continuation or extension of the New Deal?

2) Was it a failure or a success?  Why?

The Anti-Communist Impulse
Due:  Prepare paper
Discussion:  1) Was the Red Scare an inevitable outgrowth of World War II and the Cold
War?  2) If not, what was the main cause of the Red Scare?


Joseph McCarthy and the “Great Fear”
Due (11.7):  Paper (required)
Discussion:  1) Why was McCarthy so successful with so many?  2) To what extent
should he receive credit or blame for the “Great Fear” of the 1950s?  3) What was the

greatest legacy of the “Great Fear”?

Eisenhower and the Cold War
Due:  “Revisiting Cold War Coups” (Blackboard)
Discussion:  Was Eisenhower’s foreign policy a success or a failure?  Why?
Eisenhower and “Modern Republicanism”
Due:  “Eisenhower’s Farewell Address” (Blackboard)
Discussion:  1) Was the Eisenhower era a success or a failure?  2) What was the main threat

posed by the “military-industrial complex” according to Eisenhower?

The Culture of Consensus
Due:  “Pretty Mouth and Green My Eyes” (Blackboard)
Discussion:  1) What forces promoted a culture of consensus?  2) What was the most

important legacy of the culture of consensus?

The Rise of Suburbia: Content and Discontent
Due:  “Rise of Suburbia” (Blackboard)
Discussion: 1) Was the rise of surburbia inevitable and/or desirable?  2) Why has the myth of family life in the 1950s remained so powerful and so pervasive?
The Culture of Conflict
Due:  Prepare rewrite
Discussion:  1) How were the seeds of revolt nurtured during the 1950s?  2) What

was the most important legacy of the culture of conflict?


The Emergence of the Civil Rights Movement (I)
Due (11.28):  Rewrite (optional)
Discussion:  1) What was the main reason for the emergence of the modern civil rights movement in the mid-1950s?  2) Was the Brown decision a success or a failure?

The Emergence of the Civil Rights Movement (II)
Due:  “Rosa Parks” and “E.D. Nixon” (Blackboard)
Discussion:  1) Who or what was most responsible for the success of the Montgomery Bus Boycott?  2) Were Eisenhower’s actions during the Little Rock Crisis commendable?

The Eisenhower Era (I)
Due:  Prepare for debate and final (take-home essay)
Discussion:  Did the Eisenhower administration damage American prestige and national security in Egypt, Cuba, and Vietnam?

The Eisenhower Era (II)
Due:  Prepare for debate and final (take-home essay)
Discussion:  Did the Eisenhower administration damage American prestige and national security in Hungary, Guatemala, and Iran?
The Eisenhower Era (III)
Due:  Prepare for debate and final (take-home essay)
Discussion:  Did the Eisenhower administration fail to protect or promote the civil rights of black Americans (Brown Decision and Little Rock Crisis)?

Course Conclusion:  America Transformed
Due:  Documentary film (syllabus)
Discussion:  1) How was American transformed between 1929 and 1960?  2) What was the most significant change – political, international, economic, social, or cultural?  3)  What was most interesting or important about the documentary film you watched?
History 377 Review Sheet (Reading Quizzes)
Matching:  The following are names or terms that you should know.

QUIZ #1:  The Great Depression and the New Deal (Rauchway)

A.  Reconstruction Finance Corporation

B.  Public Works Administration

C.  Glass-Steagall Act




D.  Social Security Act

E.  National Labor Relations Act


F.  Civilian Conservation Corps

G.  Home Owners Loan Act



H.  Federal Emergency Relief Act

I.   Civilian Works Administration


J.   Works Progress Administration

K.  Tennessee Valley Authority


L.  National Industrial Recovery Act

M.  Rural Electrification Agency


N.  Fair Labor Standards Act

O.  Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation

P.  Securities and Exchange Commission

Q.  Agricultural Adjustment Act


R.  John Maynard Keynes

S.   Robert Wagner

T.  Harry Hopkins
U.  Harold Ickes




V.  Henry Wallace

W.  Frances Perkins
X.  John L. Lewis

Y.  Herbert Hoover

Z.  Cordell Hull


QUIZ #3:  Nightmare in Red (Fried)
A.  Alger Hiss


B.  Whittaker Chambers

C.  Julius Rosenberg


D.   Franklin Roosevelt
E.  Harry Truman


F.   Dwight Eisenhower

G.  Martin Dies

H.  Pat McCarran


I.   John Stewart Service
J.    A. Mitchell Palmer 
K.  J. Robert Oppenheimer

L.   J. Edgar Hoover

M.  Eugene Dennis

N.  William Z. Foster


O.  Richard Nixon



P.   David Schine

Q.  Smith Act



R.  McCarran Act

S.   Hatch Act


T.   Roy Cohn



U.  Edward R. Murrow

V.  Federal Employee Loyalty Program   

History 377 Review Sheet (Reading Quizzes)
QUIZ #2:  The Presidency of Dwight Eisenhower (Pach)
Matching:  The following are names or terms that you should know.
A.  John Foster Dulles 
B.  Gamal Abdel Nasser

C.  Anthony Eden


D.  Fidel Castro

E.   Ho Chi Minh


F.  Ngo Dinh Diem
G.  Imre Nagy


H.  Nikita Khrushchev

I.   Jacobo Arbenz


J.   Mohammed Mossadeq
K.  Herbert Brownell


L.  Richard Russell

M.  Thurgood Marshall
N.  Orville Faubus


O.  Oveta Culp Hobby
P.   Robert Taft

Q.  Richard Nixon


R.  Baghdad Pact

S.  Geneva Conference
T.  SEATO



U.  Eisenhower Doctrine

V.  Earl Warren

W.  Adlai Stevenson


X.  Sherman Adams
Y.  Federal Highway Act
Z.  National Defense Education Act

Chronology:  Please know the relative order of these events.
1. The Paris Summit ends in failure.
2. The Army-McCarthy Hearings take place.

3. Dwight Eisenhower wins reelection.

4. Dwight Eisenhower warns of the “military-industrial complex.”

5. The Korean War ends.

6. Dwight Eisenhower sends the 101st Airborne to Little Rock.

7. The coup in Iran takes place.

8. The French troops at Dien Bien Phu surrender.

9. The coup in Guatemala takes place.

10. The Suez Crisis erupts.

11. Sputnik achieves orbit and shocks the U.S.

12.  The U-2 Incident damages U.S.-Soviet relations.

13. The Geneva Conference leaves Vietnam divided.

14. The Red Army crushes the Hungarian Revolution.

15. The Supreme Court issues the Brown decision.

16. The Berlin Crisis almost leads to war.

17. Dwight Eisenhower wins election.

Reading Essay
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Fall 2017
ESSAY:  Please read the question carefully and follow the guidelines closely.  See or contact me if you need assistance.

“It was primarily the type of war – not human nature, American propaganda, or Japanese culture – that made the fighting in the Pacific so brutal.”  Do you agree or disagree?  Why?  Please discuss with specific reference to With the Old Breed and the personal experiences of Eugene Sledge.
Guidelines:

1.  The essay is due on _____ (see syllabus).

2.  Prepare an essay of 750-1000 words (three to four double-spaced pages with standard one-inch margins).  The essay is worth ___ percent (see syllabus) of your final grade.

3.  Employ the following structure:  In the first paragraph, provide context, introduce the book, and state the thesis, which should answer the question clearly and directly IN YOUR OWN WORDS.  In the following paragraphs, develop and defend the thesis with appropriate topic sentences and relevant supporting evidence.  Offer a balanced argument that considers alternative viewpoints.  In the final paragraph, restate the thesis (in modified form) and assess the value of the book.  What perspective does it provide?  How does it add to our knowledge and understanding of the period?

4.  Use parenthetical citations (Steinbeck, 159) for all direct quotations or factual information that is not general knowledge.  On the first page, include your name, History ___, my name, and the date.  Number all subsequent pages.

5.  Cite appropriately.  Plagiarism, whether intentional or not, will lead to an “F” for the assignment and a report to the dean of academic affairs, with additional penalties possible.  See the OWU Catalog for guidance.  All written work is reviewed electronically via SafeAssign (Blackboard).

6.  Edit carefully.  Style counts.  I will penalize sloppy papers harshly.  Consult “Style Matters” (Blackboard) for tips on how to compose better prose.

7.  Act punctually.  Deadlines matter.  I will penalize late papers harshly.  I will grant extensions only in advance.

Visions of America Transformed
Professor Flamm
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Good documentaries are an excellent way to learn about the past.  The films below are available for viewing on DVD in Beeghly or streaming (S) through Kanopy (a video service accessible via Summon, the library search engine).  PBS.com (American Experience) and Netflix also offer a wide variety of options.  If you would like to watch a documentary not on the list please get prior approval.  Then read the questions listed below so that you can pause the program and take notes while watching.  Next submit your answers by ___ (see syllabus) via Blackboard.

Documentaries:
FDR – Parts II (1921-33), III (1933-40), and IV (1940-1945) (S)

Eleanor Roosevelt (S)

Bonnie & Clyde (DVD)

Scottsboro: An American Tragedy (S)

Union Maids (S)

Ken Burns: The Dust Bowl (S)

Liberators: Fighting on Two Fronts in World War II (S)

Ken Burns: The War (S) – Part I (Dec 1941-Dec 1942), II (1943), III (Nov 1943-June 1944), 
     IV (June-Aug 1944), V (Sept-Dec 1944), VI (Dec 1944-March 1945), VII (Mar-Dec 1945)

Victory in the Pacific (DVD)

The Life and Times of Rosie the Riveter (DVD)

Korea: MacArthur’s War (DVD)

Truman – Parts I, II, and III (DVD)

The Battle of Chosin (DVD)

Memphis Dreams: Innocence and Rebellion (DVD)

Eyes on the Prize – Parts I or II (S)
The McCarthy Years (DVD)

Questions:
1. Select two individuals and present their statements.  Why did you choose them?  Why were their comments especially interesting or surprising to you?


2. How does the documentary compare to what you already knew – from lectures, readings, or other sources – about the topic?  What new information was most interesting or surprising to you?  Why?


3. What is the point of view of the documentary?  Is it biased or unbiased?  Why?  Do you agree or disagree with it?  Why?


4. How does the documentary end?  What was your reaction?  Why?

5. What is your overall assessment?  What grade would you give the documentary?  Why?
Mid-Term Exam Review Sheet
Professor Flamm
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The mid-term exam will take place on ________ (see syllabus) at the usual time in the usual place with the usual suspects.  I will supply the bluebooks.  Please note that students who do not explain their absence in advance or provide a legitimate medical excuse will not receive a make-up exam.  The exam is divided into three parts of equal value so study accordingly.
PART I:
Identification (15 minutes)

This section will consist of six to eight names, terms, or events taken from the lectures.  Choose THREE and for each write a substantial paragraph identifying the name or term (who, what, where, when) AND explaining why it was important.  Please review “Exam Examples” in The History Handbook for guidance.
PART II:
Chronology (15 minutes)

This section will consist of TWO “clusters” of events taken from the lectures.  In a brief essay (five paragraphs), discuss ONE.  Place the events in chronological order AND explain their causal relationship.  Please review “Exam Examples” in The History Handbook for guidance.  See also the PowerPoint with text slides on Blackboard.
PART III:
Analysis (15 minutes)

This section will consist of excerpts taken from THREE primary sources discussed in class.  Select ONE and write a short essay.  In the first paragraph, provide historical background or context – do not mention the source.  In the second paragraph, identify the author and explain his or her motives.  In the following paragraph (s), analyze the argument the entire source presents – not merely the excerpt provided.  In the final paragraph (s), assess the significance of the source then and now.  Please review the “Exam Examples” document on Blackboard for guidance and see also the PowerPoint with text slides.
Final Exam Review Sheet
Professor Flamm
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The final exam will take place on __________ (see syllabus) in the usual place with the usual suspects.  I expect the in-class exam to last about 45 minutes, but you may use more time if you wish.  I will supply the bluebooks.  Please note that students who do not explain their absence in advance or provide a legitimate medical excuse will not receive a make-up exam.  Parts I, II, and III are of equal value; Part IV is worth 50 percent of the exam grade.
PART I:
Identification (15 minutes)

This section will consist of six to eight names, terms, or events taken from the lectures SINCE THE MID-TERM.  Choose THREE and for each write a substantial paragraph identifying the name or term (who, what, where, when) AND explaining why it was important.  Please review “Exam Examples” in The History Handbook for guidance.

PART II:
Chronology (15 minutes)

This section will consist of TWO “clusters” of events taken from the lectures SINCE THE MIDTERM.  In a brief essay (five paragraphs), discuss ONE.  Place the events in chronological order AND explain their causal relationship.  Please review “Exam Examples” in The History Handbook for guidance.
PART III:
Analysis (15 minutes)

This section will consist of excerpts taken from THREE primary sources discussed in class SINCE THE MIDTERM.  Select ONE and write a short essay.  In the first paragraph, provide historical background or context – do not mention the source.  In the second paragraph, identify the author and explain his or her motives.  In the following paragraph (s), analyze the argument the entire source presents – not merely the excerpt provided.  In the final paragraph (s), assess the significance of the source then and now.  Please review the “Exam Examples” document on Blackboard for guidance and see also the PowerPoint with text slides.
PART IV:
Take-Home Essay (due via Blackboard by the start of the exam)

Please answer the following question with a well-organized and well-balanced essay of 1000 to 1250 words which includes specific information (properly cited) from the appropriate sources and lectures.


“In the period from 1929 to 1960, the transformation of the federal government and American presidency was an inevitable and positive development.”  Do you agree or disagree?  Why?  Please use the books by Rauchway, Fried, and Pach to discuss in detail the impact of the New Deal and the Cold War.

For current office hours, please go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.supersaas.com/schedule/flamm/appointments" �www.supersaas.com/schedule/flamm/appointments�





Week One:  August 21-25





Week Two:  August 28-September 1





Week Three:  September 4-8





Week Four:  September 11-15





Week Five:  September 18-22





Week Six:  September 25-29





Week Seven:  October 2-6





Week Eight:  October 9-13





Week Nine:  October 16-20





Week Ten:  October 23-27





Week Eleven:  October 30-November 3 





Week Twelve:  November 6-10





Week Thirteen:  November 13-17





Week Fourteen:  November 20-24 (University Holiday)





Week Fifteen:  November 27-December 1





Week Sixteen:  December 4-8








13

