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Description:  History 378 examines the major political, social, cultural, diplomatic, and economic developments of the period, with special emphasis on the Cold War, the Vietnam War, the social movements (minorities, women, and youth), and the political shifts (such as the conservative revival).  It will also focus on how to research carefully, think critically, write clearly, and speak compellingly.  These skills are foundational no matter what major or career you choose.  You will develop them by researching an important historical figure and representing him or her in a class simulation on the Reagan presidency.
Texts
· Christopher Isherwood, A Single Man*
 Gail Collins, When Everything Changed*
 John Ehrman and Michael Flamm, Debating the Reagan Presidency*
 Sebastian Junger, War*
All texts are available at the bookstore.  The * indicates the text is also on reserve in the library, as is a copy of American History: A Survey (see chapters 31-34) for those who might need or want more background on this period, although none is assumed or required.
	Course Assignment
	Percent Value
	Due Date

	Class participation
	10
	----

	Essay (Isherwood)
	10
	January 27

	Quiz #1 (Collins)
	10
	February 24

	Midterm exam
	15
	March 3

	Paper (Reagan)
	15
	March 19

	Quiz #2 (Reagan)
	10
	March 31

	Rewrite (optional)
	----
	April 7

	Documentary project
	10
	

	Final exam
	20
	May 4


Policies
Participation will include regular attendance, informed discussion, and in-class assignments as well as the simulation resume, Reagan debate, and source worksheet.  I will drop the lowest earned essay or quiz grade.  Late work – when accepted – will result in substantial penalties (one full letter grade per day).  If you need an extension, please contact me in advance – not the day the assignment is due.  To access reading material and submit written work, go to the course page in Blackboard.  Failure to submit any written assignment will lead to a full letter reduction in the final course grade unless otherwise noted.  You may earn a writing option (“R” credit) for this course – ask me for details by week four.
Any act of academic misconduct such as plagiarism or cheating will lead to an “F” for the assignment and a report to the dean of academic affairs.  I will review all written work electronically via SafeAssign (Blackboard) for possible violations.  Students should also expect to demonstrate a sense of responsibility by using the restroom in advance and arriving on time – lateness is disruptive and disrespectful.  Please put away computers and phones (no screens or eating during class – drinks are permitted).  In compliance with federal law and university policy, I am always willing to make reasonable accommodations for students with learning disabilities or special needs.  Please see me as early in the semester as possible.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Topics and Readings (due by the start of class that day):

Course Introduction
America Astir:  Abundance and Activism
Due:  “The Other America,” “The Feminine Mystique,” and “Silent Spring” (Blackboard)
Discussion:  1) What was the main source of the activism of the 1960s?  2) What movement or individual has had the most long-term impact – for better or worse?



Kennedy and the Politics of Perception
Due:  Begin Isherwood, A Single Man
Discussion:  1) How would you evaluate the Kennedy presidency?  2) Why was (is) Kennedy more popular in death than in life?
Johnson and the Politics of Power
Due:  Continue Isherwood, A Single Man
Discussion:  1) Do you admire Lyndon Johnson?  2) Was the Great Society a success or a failure?
Skills Session (I):  Writing History Papers (sample essay; essay guidelines; “Style Matters”)


Discussion:  A Single Man (Isherwood)

Due:  Essay (Isherwood)
Themes:  1) Is the book a “gay novel”?  2) What does the book suggest about the U.S. in 1962?  3) How do historical events influence the novel?
The Civil Rights Crusade in the South
Due:  “Letter from a Birmingham Jail” (Blackboard)
Discussion:  1) Was the movement a success?  2) How important was King to the movement?


The Civil Rights Crusade in the North
Due:   “On Revolution” (Blackboard)

Discussion:  1) How was the movement in the North similar to and different from the movement in the South?  2) Why was the Freedom Struggle in the North less successful?
The Origins of Vietnam
Due:  Begin Collins, When Everything Changed
Discussion:  1) Was U.S. intervention in Vietnam logical and/or inevitable?  2) Would Kennedy have withdrawn U.S. military personnel in 1965 if he had lived and won reelection?  3) Could Johnson have decided not to intervene in 1965?

Video:  “Two Days in October (1967)”
Due:  Continue Collins, When Everything Changed
Youth Movements of the Sixties
Due:  “Port Huron Statement” (Blackboard)
Discussion:  1) What factors accounted for the emergence of the New Left?  2) What are the lasting legacies of the counterculture?

The Crisis of Order
Due:  Resume (debate)
Discussion:  1) Why was conservatism triumphant in national politics in 1968?  2) What were the long-term implications for American politics?
The Outcome of Vietnam
Due:  Continue Collins, When Everything Changed
Discussion:  1) Was the anti-war movement successful?  2) Was Nixon able to achieve “Peace with Honor” in Vietnam?

Nixon and the Politics of Polarization
Due:  Continue Collins, When Everything Changed
Discussion:  1) Was Nixon’s presidency a success or a failure?  2) What was the most important legacy of Watergate?
The Politics of Gender
Due:  Quiz #1 (Collins)
Discussion:  1) What factors led to the emergence of the modern feminist movement?  2) What factors led the emergence of the anti-feminist movement? 3) What idea or individual from When Everything Changed most impressed or surprised you?

America Adrift:  Limits and Legacies
Due:  Prepare for midterm
Discussion: 1) Why were many Americans in the 1970s convinced that they now lived in an “age of limits”?  2) What was the most important consequence of this development?
Skills Session (II):  Taking History Exams (“Exam Examples” and Study Strategies)
Midterm



Stayin’ Alive:  The Culture of the 1970s
Due:  Prepare Reagan paper
Discussion: 1) How did the music of the decade reflect popular anxieties?  2) How did the movies of the decade reflect popular anxieties?
No Class
Due (3.21):  Paper (Reagan debate)

The “Other” Americans and the Struggle for Equality
Due:  Resume (revised)
Discussion:  1) What new issues and groups had emerged by the 1970s?  2) What were the most serious social divisions in American society by the 1990s?
Video:  “The Life and Times of Harvey Milk”
Due:  Continue Debating the Reagan Presidency

The “Reagan Revolution” (I):  Economic and Social Policies

Due:  Quiz #2 (Debating the Reagan Presidency and simulation resumes)
Discussion:  1) Did the Reagan administration harm the poor, minorities, gays, women, and workers by opposing social programs, affirmative action, AIDS research, civil rights, and labor unions (particularly PATCO)?  2) What factors led to the emergence of the New Right (PowerPoint presentation)?
The “Reagan Revolution” (II):  The Cold War and the Soviet Union
Due:  Prepare rewrite
Discussion:  1) Did the Reagan administration recklessly increase the threat of nuclear annihilation and needlessly prolong the Cold War by pursuing the Strategic Defense Initiative and refusing to negotiate with the Soviet Union?  2) Why was Reagan more popular and successful than Goldwater (PowerPoint presentation)?

The “Reagan Revolution” (III):  The Middle East and Central America
Due (4.11):  Rewrite (optional)
Discussion:  1) Did the Reagan administration pursue policies in the Middle East (Lebanon, Libya, Iran, and Iraq) and Central America (El Salvador and Nicaragua) that weakened national security, damaged American prestige, and exacerbated international terrorism?  2) Was the “Reagan Revolution” on balance positive or negative, complete or incomplete?  3) What were the most important legacies of the Reagan era (PowerPoint presentation)?
Bush (I) and the “New World Order”
Due:  Begin Junger, War
Discussion:  1) Why was Bush not reelected in 1992?  2) Should the US have invaded and occupied Iraq in 1991?


Clinton and the Politics of Pragmatism
Due:  Continue Junger, War
Discussion:  1) Was Clinton a success or a failure as president?  2) What were the most important legacies of the Clinton presidency?
Bush (II) and the Politics of Partisanship
Due:  Continue Junger, War
Discussion:  1) Was Bush a success or a failure as president?  2) What were the most important legacies of the Bush presidency?

Video:  “Restropo”
Due:  Finish Junger, War
Discussion:  War (Junger) and “Restropo”
Themes:  1) What were more difficult, the physical dangers or psychological pressures?  2) What incident or idea in War or “Restropo” most surprised or impressed you?  3) How should we react to “A Veteran’s Death” (in-class handout)?

The American Century
Due:  Begin documentary project and take-home essay
Discussion:  1) What was the most important social or cultural trend in the U.S. by the millennium?  2) Will the 21st century be an American Century?
Course Conclusion
Due:  Documentary film (syllabus)
Discussion:  What was most interesting or important about the documentary film you watched?
Review Sheet (Reading Quizzes)
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Matching:  The following are names or terms that you should know.

QUIZ #1:  When Everything Changed (Collins)

A.  Betty Friedan

B.  Helen Gurley Brown

C.   Edith Green


D.  Martha Griffiths

E.   Sarah Palin



F.   Marguerite Rawalt


G.   Pauli Murray

H.   Barbara Jordan


I.     Daniel Patrick Moynihan


J.    Howard Smith

K.    Lorena Weeks


L.   Estelle Griswold


M.   Ella Baker


N.   Fannie Lou Hamer


O.    Robin Morgan




P.    Gloria Steinem

Q.    Phyllis Schlafly


R.    Anita Bryant


S.     Sherri Finkbine

T.    Mary Tyler Moore


U.    Billie Jean King




V.    Jane Fonda

W.   Bella Abzug


X.    Sandra Day O’Connor


Y.    Anita Hill


Z.    Lily Ledbetter


AA.  Hillary Clinton


QUIZ #2:  Debating the Reagan Presidency and simulation resumes
A.  Dinesh D’Souza

B.  Jesse Jackson


C.  Thomas Geoghegan


D.  Randy Shilts

E.  Susan Faludi


F.   George Shultz


G.  Caspar Weinberger

H.  Mikhail Gorbachev


I.   Edward “Ted” Kennedy


J.    Ayatollah Khomeini
K.  Saddam Hussein


L.  Muammar Qaddafi


M.  Daniel Ortega

N.  Tip O’Neill



O.  Oscar Arias Sanchez


P.   Oliver North

Q.  William Casey


R.   Robert “Bud” McFarlane


S.   Walter Mondale

T.   Geraldine Ferraro


U.   Robert Bork 


U.  Rock Hudson

V.   Lawrence Walsh


W.  Osama bin Laden



X.   George H.W. Bush

Y.  Yasser Arafat


Z.   Ariel Sharon


AA.  Michael Dukakis

BB.   Jeane Kirkpatrick


CC.   Nelson Mandela


DD.  Sandra Day O’Connor
EE.   William Rehnquist

FF.  Edwin Meese

GG.  Margaret Thatcher
HH.  Lech Walesa


II.   James Baker

Reading Essay
History 378
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ESSAY:  Please read the question carefully and follow the guidelines closely.  See or contact me if you need assistance.


“In A Single Man, the protagonist is alienated from American society primarily because he

is a British professor, not because he is a gay man or has a misanthropic personality.”  Do you agree or disagree?  Why?  Please provide specific examples from the novel to support your general analysis.

Guidelines:

1.  The essay is due on _____ (see syllabus).

2.  Prepare an essay of 750-1000 words (three to four double-spaced pages with standard one-inch margins).  The essay is worth ___ percent (see syllabus) of your final grade.

3.  Employ the following structure:  In the first paragraph, provide context, introduce the book, and state the thesis, which should answer the question clearly and directly IN YOUR OWN WORDS.  In the following paragraphs, develop and defend the thesis with appropriate topic sentences and relevant supporting evidence.  Offer a balanced argument that considers alternative viewpoints.  In the final paragraph, restate the thesis (in modified form) and assess the value of the book.  What perspective does it provide?  How does it add to our knowledge and understanding of the period?

4.  Use parenthetical citations (Isherwood, 159) for all direct quotations or factual information that is not general knowledge.  On the first page, include your name, History ___, my name, and the date.  Number all subsequent pages.

5.  Cite appropriately.  Plagiarism, whether intentional or not, will lead to an “F” for the assignment and a report to the dean of academic affairs, with additional penalties possible.  All written work is reviewed electronically via SafeAssign (Blackboard).

6.  Edit carefully.  Style counts.  I will penalize sloppy papers harshly.  Consult “Style Matters” (Blackboard) for tips on how to compose better prose.

7.  Act punctually.  Deadlines matter.  I will penalize late papers harshly.  I will grant extensions only in advance.

Visions of Post-1960 America
Professor Flamm
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Good documentaries are an excellent way to learn about the past.  The films below are available for viewing on DVD in Beeghly or streaming (S) through Kanopy (a video service accessible via Summon, the library search engine).  PBS.com (American Experience) and Netflix also offer a wide variety of options.  If you would like to watch a documentary not on the list please get prior approval.  Then read the questions listed below so that you can pause the program and take notes while watching.  Next submit your answers by ___ (see syllabus) via Blackboard.

Documentaries:
Rachel Carson's Silent Spring (S)

Earth Days (S)

1964 (S)
Stonewall Uprising (S & DVD)
Legacies of the Sixties (DVD)

Freedom Summer (S)

Freedom Riders (S)

Eyes on the Prize (I) – Parts I-VI (S)

Eyes on the Prize (II) – Parts I-VIII (S)

Malcolm X: Make It Plain (DVD)

Brother Outsider: The Life of Bayard Rustin (S)

Roads to Memphis (MLK assassination) (DVD)

Vietnam: A Television History – Parts I-X (DVD)

Letters from Vietnam (DVD)

Path to War (DVD)

Two Days in October (DVD)

My Lai (DVD)

The Most Dangerous Man in America: Daniel Ellsberg and the Pentagon Papers (S)

Regret to Inform [American and Vietnamese women] (DVD)

Return with Honor [POWs] (DVD)

Chicago 1968 (DVD)

The Weather Underground (S & DVD)

Last Days in Vietnam (S)

JFK – Parts I and II (S)

LBJ – Parts I and II (DVD)

Nixon – Parts I (Rise), II (Triumph), and III (Fall) (DVD)

Reagan – Parts I and II (DVD)
Clinton – Parts I and II* (DVD)

Inside Obama’s Presidency (S)

PLEASE TURN TO THE NEXT PAGE FOR THE QUESTIONS.
Questions:
1. Select two individuals and present their statements.  Why did you choose them?  Why were their comments especially interesting or surprising to you?


2. How does the documentary compare to what you already knew – from lectures, readings, or other sources – about the topic?  What new information was most interesting or surprising to you?  Why?


3. What is the point of view of the documentary?  Is it biased or unbiased?  Why?  Do you agree or disagree with it?  Why?


4. How does the documentary end?  What was your reaction?  Why?


5. What is your overall assessment?  What grade would you give the documentary?  Why?
Mid-Term Review Sheet
Professor Flamm
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The mid-term exam will take place on _____ (see syllabus) at the usual time in the usual place with the usual suspects.  I will supply the bluebooks.  Please note that students who do not explain their absence in advance or provide a legitimate medical excuse will not receive a make-up exam.  The exam is divided into three parts of equal value so study accordingly.
PART I:
Identification (20 minutes)

This section will consist of six to eight names, terms, or events taken from the lectures.  Choose THREE and for each write a substantial paragraph identifying the name or term (who, what, where, when) AND explaining why it was important.  Please review “Exam Examples” in The History Handbook for guidance.

PART II:
Analysis (20 minutes)

This section will consist of excerpts taken from THREE primary sources discussed in class.  Select ONE and organize an essay around it.  In the first paragraph, provide historical background or context – do not mention the source.  In the second paragraph, identify the author and explain his or her motives.  In the following paragraph (s), analyze the argument the entire source presents – not merely the excerpt provided.  In the final paragraph (s), assess the significance of the source then and now.  Please review the “AAAAA” method and “Exam Examples” in The History Handbook for guidance.  See also the PowerPoint with text slides on Blackboard.
PART III:
Chronology (20 minutes)

This section will consist of TWO “clusters” of events taken from the lectures.  In a brief essay (five paragraphs), discuss ONE.  Place the events in chronological order AND explain their causal relationship.  Please review “Exam Examples” in The History Handbook for guidance.
Final Exam Review Sheet
History 378
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The final exam will take place on _________ (see syllabus) in the usual place with the usual suspects.  I expect the exam to last about one hour, but you may use more time if you wish.  I will supply the bluebooks.  Please note that students who do not explain their absence in advance or provide a legitimate medical excuse will not receive a make-up exam.  Parts I, II, and III are of equal value; Part IV is worth 50 percent of the exam grade.
PART I:
Identification (20 minutes):  
This section will consist of six to eight names, terms, or events taken from the lectures

SINCE THE MID-TERM.  Choose THREE and for each write a substantial paragraph

identifying the name or term (who, what, where, when) AND explaining why it was

important.  Please review “Exam Examples” in The History Handbook for guidance.

PART II:
Analysis (20 minutes):  
This section will consist of excerpts taken from THREE primary sources discussed in

class SINCE THE MID-TERM.  Select ONE and organize an essay around it.  In the

first paragraph, provide historical background or context – do not mention the source.  In

the second paragraph, identify the author and explain his or her motives.  In the following

paragraph (s), analyze the argument the entire source presents – not merely the excerpt

provided.  In the final paragraph (s), assess the significance of the source then and now. 

Please review the “AAAAA” method and “Exam Examples” in The History Handbook
for guidance.  See also the PowerPoint with text slides on Blackboard.

PART III:
Chronology (20 minutes):  
This section will consist of TWO “clusters” of events taken from the lectures SINCE

THE MIDTERM.  In a brief essay (five paragraphs), discuss ONE.  Place the events in

chronological order AND explain their causal relationship.  Please review “Exam

Examples” in The History Handbook for guidance.
PART IV:
Take-Home Essay (due via Blackboard by the start of the exam)

Please answer the following question with a well-organized and well-balanced essay of 1000 to 1250 words which includes specific information (properly cited) from the appropriate sources and lectures.
“The similarities between the Vietnam War and the Afghan War outweigh the differences.”  Do you agree or disagree?  Why?  Please consider the causes, course, and consequences of both conflicts with specific reference to War and the course lectures.

For current office hours, please go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.supersaas.com/schedule/flamm/appointments" �www.supersaas.com/schedule/flamm/appointments�





Week One:  January 15-19





Week Two:  January 19-23





Week Three:  January 26-30





Week Four:  February 2-6





Week Five:  February 9-13





Week Six:  February 16-20





Week Seven:  February 23-27





Week Eight:  March 2-6





Week Nine:  March 9-13 (University Holiday)





Week Ten:  March 16-20





Week Eleven:  March 23-27





Week Twelve:  March 30-April 3





Week Thirteen:  April 6-10





Week Fourteen:  April 13-17





Week Fifteen:  April 20-24





Week Sixteen:  April 27-May 1








11

