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Description:  This course will examine the major diplomatic developments since World War I, with special emphasis on World War II, the Cold War, the Vietnam War, and the complex relationship between domestic and international factors.  It will also focus on how to research carefully, think critically, write clearly, and speak compellingly.  These skills are foundational no matter what major or career you choose.  All students will have the opportunity to research and debate the foreign policies of a twentieth-century president.
Texts
· Thomas Paterson and Dennis Merrill, Major Problems in American Foreign Relations
      (Volume II; 7th Edition)*

· David Reynolds, From Munich to Pearl Harbor*

· Melvyn Leffler, The Specter of Communism*
· Lawrence Wright, Thirteen Days in September*
· Michael Flamm, The Reagan Presidency and Foreign Policy (Blackboard)

· Richard Engel, And Then All Hell Broke Loose*
All texts are available at the bookstore.  The * indicates the text is also on reserve in the library, as is a copy of The American Age (Vol. II) by Walter LaFeber for those who might need or want more historical background, although none is expected or required.
	Graded Assignment
	Percent Value
	Due Date

	Participation
	10
	----

	Essay (Reynolds)
	7
	February 2

	Quiz #1 (Leffler)
	7
	February 16

	Midterm exam
	15
	February 25

	Brief (Debate)
	----
	March 1

	Paper (Verdict)
	15
	March 17

	Quiz #2 (Wright)
	7
	March 31

	Quiz #3 (Flamm)
	7
	April 7

	Rewrite (optional)
	----
	April 14

	Quiz #4 (Paterson)
	7
	April 26

	Final exam
	25
	May 3


NO BRIEF OR PAPER – JUST OPENING OR CLOSING STATEMENTS
Policies
Participation will include regular attendance, informed discussion, and the verdict debate.  I will drop the lowest earned essay, quiz, or memo grade.  Late work – when accepted – will result in substantial penalties (one full letter grade per day).  If you need an extension, please contact me in advance – not at the last minute.  To access reading materials and submit written work, go to the course page in Blackboard.  Failure to submit any written assignment will lead to a full letter reduction in the final course grade unless otherwise noted.
Any act of academic misconduct such as plagiarism or cheating will lead to an “F” for the assignment and a report to the dean of academic affairs.  I will review all written work electronically via SafeAssign (Blackboard) for possible violations.  Students should also expect to demonstrate a sense of responsibility by using the restroom in advance and arriving on time – lateness is disruptive and disrespectful.  Please put away computers and phones (no screens or eating during class – drinks are permitted).  In compliance with federal law and university policy, I am always willing to make reasonable accommodations for students with learning disabilities or special needs.  Please see me as early in the semester as possible.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Topics, Readings, and Assignments (due by the start of class unless otherwise announced):


Course Introduction
Discussion:  Syllabus overview; PowerPoint preview; Blackboard introduction
America Emergent
Due:  Paterson, chapter 1
Discussion:  1) Why had the U.S. emerged as a world power by 1917?  2) Was it inevitable?  Why or why not?


Wilson and the Coming of World War I
Due:  Paterson, chapter 2 (docs #1-4 and essays #1-2); begin Reynolds, From Munich to Pearl Harbor, chapters 1-5
Discussion:  1) Was U.S. intervention inevitable?  2) Was U.S. intervention justified?
The “Lost Peace”:  Wilson and the League of Nations
Due:  Paterson, chapter 2 (docs #5-7 and essay #3)
Discussion:  1) Was Wilson primarily responsible for the Senate’s rejection of the League of Nations?  2) Was Wilson an idealist or a realist?

The Road to World War II in Europe
Due:  Reynolds, chapters 1-5; Paterson, chapters 3-4 (docs #1, 2, 6-7)
Discussion:  1) Was U.S. policy in the 1930s isolationist or interventionist?  2) Was the U.S. guilty of appeasement in the 1930s?
The Road to World War II in Asia
Due:  Paterson, chapter 4 (docs #3-5, 8-10 and essays #1-2); Reynolds, chapters 6-7
Discussion:  1) What was the main source of tensions between the U.S. and Japan?  2) Was Japanese-American conflict unavoidable?  3) Was Roosevelt’s leadership (or lack thereof) a decisive factor in the coming of the war?

“Why We Fight”:  Policy and Propaganda
Due:  Essay (Reynolds)
Discussion:  1) Is propaganda an essential and inevitable part of war?  2) Does effective propaganda have to contain racist messages or images (“other”)?  3) To what extent should public opinion influence foreign policy?
The Grand Alliance
Due:  Begin Leffler, The Specter of Communism; Paterson, chapter 5
Discussion:  1) How successful was Roosevelt’s wartime leadership?  2) Would the Cold War have begun if he had lived?

The Holocaust and Hiroshima:  Policy and Morality
Due:  Paterson, chapter 6 (essay #1); continue Leffler
Discussion:  1) To what extent was the U.S. complicit in the Holocaust?  2) Was the U.S. justified in using atomic weapons against Hiroshima and Nagasaki?
The Cold War:  Causes and Controversies
Due:  Paterson, chapter 6
Discussion:  1) Was the Cold War inevitable?  2) What were the main influences on U.S. and Soviet behavior?  3) Was Stalin or Truman primarily responsible for the Cold War?



The Cold War:  Containment and Confrontation
Due:  Quiz #1 (Leffler)
Discussion:  1) Was containment a successful policy for the U.S.?  2) How and why was containment in practice (Truman) different from containment in theory (Kennan)?
Korea and the Globalization of Containment
Due:  Paterson, chapter 7
Discussion:  1) Was North Korea given a “green light” by the Soviet Union?  2) Why did the U.S. choose to intervene – and then change military objectives?  3) What was the most significant legacy of the war?


Eisenhower and the “New Look”
Due:  Paterson, chapter 8 
Discussion:  1) What were the fundamental premises of the “New Look”?  2) Were Eisenhower’s policies reckless and belligerent or calm and considered?

Mid-Term Exam

Kennedy and “Flexible Response”
Due:  Debate brief; Paterson, chapter 9 (essays #2-3)
Discussion:  1) What were the fundamental premises of “Flexible Response”?  2) Was it a wise or misguided policy?
Missiles and Myths:  The Cuba Crisis in Historical Perspective
Due:  Paterson, chapter 10; “The Price of a Myth” (Blackboard)
Discussion:  1) How well did the decision-making processes in Washington and Moscow work? 2) What was the relative importance of the pressures faced by each of the leaders?
3) Was Kennedy prudent or reckless during the Cuban Missile Crisis?


Vietnam: The Making of a Quagmire
Due:  Paterson, chapter 11; begin Wright, Thirteen Days in September
Discussion:  1) What was the relative responsibility of the various presidents?  2) If JFK had lived, would he have extricated the U.S.? 3) What was the main reason LBJ chose to go to war?

Video:  “Two Days in October (1967)”
Due:  Verdict paper

Vietnam: The Search for “Peace with Honor”
Due:  Paterson, chapter 12 (docs #1-2); continue Wright
Discussion:  1) Were Nixon and Kissinger able to achieve “Peace with Honor”?  2) What were the most important legacies of Vietnam?
The U.S., Israel, and the Middle East (I)
Due:  Paterson, chapter 9 (docs 1-2, 4-6 and essay #1); continue Wright
Discussion:  1) What was the main motivation behind U.S. intervention in the Middle East?  2) Was U.S. intervention successful?  3) What were the most important influences on U.S. policy?  Why?


America Adrift:  Foreign Relations in the “Age of Limits”
Due:  Paterson, chapters 12 (docs #3-6 and essays #1-2) and 13 (docs #1-2); continue Wright
Discussion:  1) Was détente a success or a failure? 2) Was the emergence of the “Age of Limits” a healthy or unhealthy development for the US? 3) What was the most important legacy of the Iran hostage crisis?
The U.S., Israel, and the Middle East (II)
Due:  Quiz #2 (Wright); Paterson, chapter 12 (docs #7-9 and essay #3)
Discussion:  1) What factors have most aided or impeded the peace process?  2) What approach holds the most promise for lasting peace, a comprehensive or incremental settlement?  3) What are the prospects for a lasting peace in the Middle East?




Video: “Reagan”
Due:  Begin Flamm, The Reagan Presidency and Foreign Policy (Blackboard)
The Reagan Doctrine and the Developing World
Due:  Quiz #3 (Flamm)
Discussion:  1) Was the Reagan Doctrine successful?  2) What was the most significant aspect of the Iran-Contra Affair?


The Reagan Doctrine and the Soviet Union
Due:  Paterson, chapter 13 (docs #3-5 and essays #1-3)
Discussion:  1) Why did the Cold War end?  2) Who should receive most of the credit, Reagan or Gorbachev?  3) Was containment or engagement more effective?
The Verdict of History (I)
Due:  Verdict rewrite (optional)


The Verdict of History (II)
Due:  Begin Engel, And Then All Hell Broke Loose
Bush I and the “New World Order”
Due:  Continue Engel; Paterson, chapter 13 (doc #6)
Discussion:  1) Was the Gulf War necessary and/or successful?  2) Was a “New World Order” implemented?  Why or why not?



Clinton and the “New World Disorder”
Due:  Quiz #4 (Paterson); Paterson, chapter 13 (doc #8) and chapter 14
Discussion:  1) Was the end of the Cold War a positive or negative development?  2) Was the world safer after the end of the Cold War?
Bush II and the Post-American World
Due:  Engel, And Then All Hell Broke Loose
Discussion:  1) Do you agree with Engel’s assessment of the US role in the Middle East?  2) Has this book raised or lowered your opinion of the media?  Why?
Reading Essay
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ESSAY:  Please read the question carefully and follow the guidelines closely.  See or contact me if you need assistance.

“President Roosevelt’s policies and actions toward Germany and Japan in 1940 and 1941 were both necessary and proper.”  Do you agree or disagree?  Why?  Please provide specific evidence from Major Problems and From Munich to Pearl Harbor to support your general analysis.

Guidelines:

1.  The essay is due on _____ (see syllabus).

2.  Prepare an essay of 750-1000 words (three to four double-spaced pages with standard one-inch margins).  The essay is worth ___ percent (see syllabus) of your final grade.  Failure to submit the essay will lead to an “F” for the course.
3.  Employ the following structure:  In the first paragraph, provide context and state the thesis, which should answer the question clearly and directly IN YOUR OWN WORDS.  In the following paragraphs, develop and defend the thesis with appropriate topic sentences and relevant supporting evidence.  Offer a balanced argument that considers alternative viewpoints.  In the final paragraph, discuss whether you believe that FDR was successful (define what you mean but avoid the first person).
4.  Use parenthetical citations (e.g. Reynolds, p. 159) for all direct quotations or factual information that is not general knowledge.  On the first page, include your name, History ___, my name, and the date.  Number all subsequent pages.

5.  Cite appropriately.  Plagiarism, whether intentional or not, will lead to an “F” for the assignment and a report to the dean of academic affairs, with additional penalties possible.  See the OWU Catalog for guidance.  All written work is reviewed electronically via SafeAssign (Blackboard).
6.  Edit carefully.  Style counts.  I will penalize sloppy papers harshly.  Consult “Style Matters” (Blackboard) for tips on how to compose better prose.

7.  Act punctually.  Deadlines matter.  I will penalize late papers harshly.  I will grant extensions only in advance.

Review Sheet (Quizzes #1-2)
History 380









Spring 2019
Quiz #1 (Leffler, The Specter of Communism)
Matching:  The following are names and terms that you should know.

A.  V.M. Molotov

B.   V.I. Lenin


C.   Nikita Khrushchev


D.  Treaty of Brest-Litovsk


E.  Nazi-Soviet Non-Aggression Pact
F.  Joseph Stalin 

G.  Franklin Roosevelt
H.  Harry Truman 



I.   George Kennan

J.     George Marshall

K.  Arthur Vandenberg


L.    J. Edgar Hoover 

M.  Dean Acheson

N.   John Foster Dulles



O.  Mao Zedong

P.    Chiang Kai-Shek

Q.  Ho Chi Minh



R.    Kim Il Sung

S.   Douglas MacArthur
T.    Alger Hiss 

U.  Potsdam Conference


V.  Yalta Conference

Chronology:  Please know the relative order of these events.

1. The Korean War begins.
2. The Greek Civil War erupts.

3. The Chinese Communists defeat the Nationalists.
4. The U.S. forms and joins the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO).
5. President Truman launches the Berlin Airlift.
6. The U.S. announces the Truman Doctrine.
7. The U.S. announces the Marshall Plan.

8. The National Security Council issues Paper No. 68.
Quiz #2 (Wright, Thirteen Days in September)

Matching:  The following are names and events that you should know.

A.   Richard Nixon


B.  Gerald Ford

C.   Jimmy Carter



D.  Menachem Begin


E.   Moshe Dayan

F.    Ezer Weisman

G.  Anwar Sadat


H.   Mohamed Kamel

I.     Hassan el-Tohamy


J.    Cyrus Vance


K.   Zbigniew Brzezinski
L.    1948 War
M.  1956 War



N.   1967 War


O.    1973 War



P.    The Irgun 


Q.   The Haganah  

R.    David Ben-Gurion

S.    West Bank


T.   Gaza Strip


U.    Sinai Desert


V.    Jerusalem



W.  Jenin 


X.    Palestinian State   

Y.    Aharon Barak


Z.   Osama el-Baz  

AA.  Ariel Sharon

BB.  Right of Return


CC. Occupied Territories
DD.  Settlement Question

Review Sheet (Reading Quiz)
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Quiz #3 (Flamm, Debating the Reagan Presidency)

Matching:  The following are names and events that you should know.

A.  Oscar Arias Sanchez
B.  Daniel Ortega

C.  Mikhail Gorbachev




D.  George W. Bush

E.  George H.W. Bush
F.   Lawrence Walsh


G.  William Casey

H.  George Shultz

I.   Caspar Weinberger




J.    Edward “Ted” Kennedy
K.  Tip O’Neill

L.  Muammar Qaddafi


M.  Robert “Bud” McFarlane
N.  Oliver North

O.  Ayatollah Khomeini




P.   Saddam Hussein

Q.  Margaret Thatcher

R.   Donald Rumsfeld


S.   Reykjavik


T.    Geneva


U.  El Salvador




V.   Nicaragua


W.  Lebanon


X.   Libya 

Chronology:  Please know the relative order of these events.

1. Gorbachev becomes the leader of the Soviet Union.

2. More than 200 Marines die in a suicide bombing in Beirut.


3. Reagan is reelected as president.

4. Reagan is almost assassinated.

5. Reagan meets with Gorbachev in Reykjavik, Iceland.

6. Reagan and Gorbachev sign the INF Treaty in Washington.

7. The U.S. invades Grenada.

8. The Iran-Contra scandal erupts into public view.

9. Reagan calls the Soviet Union an “evil empire.”

10. The Berlin Wall falls.
Quiz #4:  Major Problems Review Sheet
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Please know the authors of these sentences from the historical essays in Major Problems.

1.  “Wilson contributed to this turn of events by losing sight of the relationship between politics and foreign policy—by refusing to acknowledge his administration’s culpability in the wartime reaction and by declining to take any action to combat it. . . .”

2. “From the perspective of the periphery, rather than the center, of international society, the conference appears as a tragedy of a different sort, as the leading peacemakers, Wilson foremost among them, failed to offer the populations of the non-European world the place in international society that Wilson’s wartime speeches had implied that they deserved.”

3. “Contemporaries used Americanization to refer to both the United States’ cultural penetration of Europe and the overlapping process of Europe’s indigenous modernization. That America became a metaphor and a symbol for modernization testified to the nation’s leading position in Western civilization.”
4. “U.S. foreign policy was driven, rather, by Hull’s and Hornbeck’s growing anger that Japan intended to use military force to cordon off large parts of Asia to obtain economic self-sufficiency – the open door and Pan-Asian ideology be damned.”

5. “But almost always, when faced with crucial choices about victory versus postwar political advantage, Roosevelt, Churchill, or both made the decision to keep the Grand Alliance together and to defeat the Axis.”
6. “But contrary to prevailing views, I believe that [Truman’s] policymaking was shaped by his parochial and nationalistic heritage. This was reflected in his uncritical belief in the superiority of American values and political-economic interests and his conviction that the Soviet Union and communism were the root cause of international strife.”
7. “The American empire arose primarily, therefore, not from internal causes, as had the Soviet empire, but from a perceived external danger powerful enough to overcome American isolationism.”
8. “America’s ‘lost chance’ in China [the thesis advanced by some scholars that Washington spurned CCP overtures and squandered a chance to establish normal relations with the People’s Republic in 1949-1950] must therefore be regarded a myth.”
9. “As in many areas of policy, Ike chose a ‘middle way’ between conflicting options, grafting his limited view of resources to the Truman administration’s assumptions about global struggle.”
10.  “October 1962 was not only Kennedy’s finest hour in the White House; it was also an imperishable example of how one
  man prevented a catastrophe that may yet afflict the world.”
11. “Had there been no exile expedition at the Bay of Pigs, no destructive covert activities, no assassination plots, no military maneuvers and plans, and no economic and diplomatic steps to harass, isolate, and destroy the Castro government in Cuba, there would not have been a Cuban missile crisis.”
12. “[Khrushchev] decided to trump American nuclear superiority with Soviet nuclear brinkmanship, using nuclear arguments as the last argument during international crises.  His choice resulted in the most dangerous Soviet ventures during the entire Cold War …”
13. “[I]t is clear that by 1962 many Americans treated Israel as an ally with unique ties to the United States.  Given the history of anti-Semitism in the early part of the century … this consensus by the early 1960s represents a remarkable realignment of American attitudes …”
14. “In the end, no American strategy could have reversed the outcome in Vietnam because the NLF and its North Vietnamese allies had committed to total war.  Each was prepared to sustain casualties, far beyond American estimates, without giving up the fight.”
15. “[Détente] also grew from a common urge for stability among leaders under attack at home.  The diplomatic compromises and domestic repressions that accompanied détente reflected the deepening anxieties of government officials … It was a convergent response to disorder among the great powers.”
16. “Yet the very success of Kissinger’s diplomacy, insofar as it fortified Israeli occupation, embittered America’s relations with much of the Arab world and thus contributed to the emergence of new threats to the United States .…”
17. “Reagan believed that leaders were obliged to work in behalf of these common interests….With patience and determination, with dignity and grace, Reagan crossed the ideological divide without altering his principles or ideals.”
18. “The Bush objectives specify defending, preserving, and extending peace; the Clinton statement seems simply to assume peace.”
19. “Yet even if Iraq should emerge from its present chaos unified and stable, it is difficult to avoid the conclusion that it was the wrong war in the wrong place fought in the wrong way.”
Mid-Term Review Sheet
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The mid-term exam will take place on _____ (see syllabus) at the usual time in the usual place with the usual suspects.  I will supply the bluebooks.  Please note that students who do not explain their absence in advance or provide a legitimate medical excuse will not receive a make-up exam.  The recommended time indicates the relative value.  The exam is divided as follows:

PART I:  
Identification (20 minutes):

This section will consist of six to eight names, terms, or events taken from the lectures.  Choose THREE and for each write a substantial paragraph identifying the name or term (who, what, where, when) AND explaining why it was important.  Please review “Exam Examples” in The History Handbook for guidance.

PART II:
Chronology (20 minutes):

This section will consist of TWO “clusters” of events taken from the lectures.  In a brief essay (five paragraphs), discuss ONE.  Place the events in chronological order AND explain their causal relationship.  Please review “Exam Examples” in The History Handbook for guidance.


PART III:
Analysis (20 minutes)

This section will consist of excerpts taken from THREE primary sources discussed in class.  Select ONE and write a short essay.  In the first paragraph, provide historical background or context – do not mention the source.  In the second paragraph, identify the author and explain his or her motives.  In the following paragraph (s), analyze the argument the entire source presents – not merely the excerpt provided.  In the final paragraph (s), assess the significance of the source then and now.  Please review the “Exam Examples” document on Blackboard for guidance and see also the PowerPoint with text slides.
Final Exam Review Sheet

Professor Michael Flamm





Ohio Wesleyan University

History 380







Spring 2019
The final exam will take place on _____ (see syllabus) in the usual place with the usual suspects.  I will supply the bluebooks.  Please note that students who do not explain their absence in advance or provide a legitimate medical excuse will not receive a make-up exam.  The recommended time indicates the relative value.  The exam is divided as follows:

PART I:
Identification (20 minutes):  This section will consist of six to eight names, terms, or events taken from the lectures SINCE THE MIDTERM.  Choose THREE and for each write a substantial paragraph identifying the name or term (who, what, where, when) AND explaining why it was important.  Please review “Exam Examples” in The History Handbook for guidance.

PART II:
Chronology (20 minutes):  This section will consist of TWO “clusters” of events taken from the lectures SINCE THE MIDTERM.  In a brief essay (five paragraphs), discuss ONE.  Place the events in chronological order AND explain their causal relationship.  Please review “Exam Examples” in The History Handbook for guidance.

PART III:
Analysis (20 minutes):  This section will consist of excerpts taken from THREE primary sources discussed in class SINCE THE MIDTERM.  Select ONE and write a short essay.  In the first paragraph, provide historical background or context – do not mention the source.  In the second paragraph, identify the author and explain his or her motives.  In the following paragraph (s), analyze the argument the entire source presents – not merely the excerpt provided.  In the final paragraph (s), assess the significance of the source then and now.  Please review the “Exam Examples” document on Blackboard for guidance and see also the PowerPoint with text slides.
PART IV:
Take-Home Essay (due via Blackboard by the start of the exam)

Please answer the following question with a well-organized and well-balanced essay of 1000 to 1250 words which includes specific information (properly cited) from the appropriate sources and lectures.  This essay is worth 50 percent of your exam grade.
1. “Secrecy and deception – whether in regard to allies, enemies, Congress, the press, or the public – are essential to national security and acceptable in a representative democracy.”  Do you agree or disagree?  Why?  Define what you mean by essential and acceptable.  Then discuss in detail the actions of three presidents.  Please make specific reference to course lectures and texts (if appropriate).


2. “The Middle East represents both America’s greatest failure and greatest challenge.’”  Do you agree or disagree?  Why?  Please make specific reference to Wright (Thirteen Days in September) and Engel (And Then All Hell Broke Loose).
For current office hours, please go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.supersaas.com/schedule/flamm/appointments" �www.supersaas.com/schedule/flamm/appointments�





Week One:  January 11-15





Week Two:  January 18-22





Week Three:  January 25-29





Week Four:  February 1-5





Week Five:  February 8-12





Week Six:  February 15-19





Week Seven:  February 22-26





Week Eight:  February 29-March 4





Week Nine:  March 7-11 (University Holiday





Week Ten:  March 14-18





Week Eleven:  March 21-25





Week Twelve:  March 28-April 1





Week Thirteen:  April 4-8





Week Fourteen:  April 11-15





Week Fifteen:  April 18-22





Week Sixteen:  April 25-29








12

