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Description
This course will examine the political, military, diplomatic, and personal impact of the war in Indochina, with special emphasis on how it affected soldiers and civilians in America and Vietnam.  It will also focus on how to research carefully, think critically, write clearly, and speak compellingly.  These skills are foundational no matter what major or career you choose.  All students will have the opportunity to research and debate the controversy surrounding the tragedy at My Lai.
Texts

· Mark Lawrence, The Vietnam War*

· Robert McMahon, Major Problems in the History of the Vietnam War (4th ed.)*

· Philip Caputo, Rumor of War*

· Wallace Terry, Bloods* [REMOVE – photocopy or type key oral histories]
· James Olson and Randy Roberts, My Lai: A Brief History with Documents*

· Dang Thuy Tran, Last Night I Dreamed of Peace*
· Lynda Van Devanter, Home Before Morning*

All texts are available at the bookstore.  The * indicates the text is also on reserve in the library.
	Course Assignment
	Percent Value
	Due Date

	Participation
	10
	----

	Quiz #1 (Lawrence & map)
	15
	September 1

	Essay (Caputo)
	15
	September 3

	Midterm exam
	15
	September 24

	Quiz #2 (Olson / Roberts)
	7.5
	October 6

	My Lai (Statement or Verdict)
	7.5
	October 20

	Quiz #3 (McMahon)
	15
	December 8

	Final exam
	30
	December 15


Policies

Participation will include regular attendance, informed discussion, and in-class assignments as well as the My Lai trial and source worksheet.  I will drop the lowest earned non-exam grade.  Late work – when accepted – will result in substantial penalties (one full letter grade per day).  If you need an extension, please contact me in advance – not the day the assignment is due.  To access reading material and submit written work, go to the course page in Blackboard.  Failure to submit any written assignment will lead to a full letter reduction in the final course grade unless otherwise noted.
Any act of academic misconduct such as plagiarism or cheating will lead to an “F” for the assignment and a report to the dean of academic affairs.  I will review all written work electronically via SafeAssign (Blackboard) for possible violations.  Students should also expect to demonstrate a sense of responsibility by using the restroom in advance and arriving on time – lateness is disruptive and disrespectful.  Please put away computers and phones (no screens or eating during class – drinks are permitted).  In compliance with federal law and university policy, I am always willing to make reasonable accommodations for students with learning disabilities or special needs.  Please see me as early in the semester as possible.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Topics and Readings (due by the start of class that day unless otherwise announced):


Course Introduction


The Roots of Revolution
Due:  Lawrence, chapters 1-2; McMahon, chapter 2
Discussion:  1) What regional, cultural, and political divisions were evident in Vietnam prior to the arrival of the French and the Americans?  2) Was Ho Chi Minh a communist, a nationalist, or some combination of the two?  3) What is the best explanation for the emergence and success of the Vietminh by 1945?


Roosevelt, Truman, and the Return of the French
Due:  Lawrence, chapters 3-4; McMahon, chapter 3
Discussion:  1) Why did the U.S. return Vietnam to France after World War II?  2) Why was France unable to defeat North Vietnam?


Eisenhower and the Rise of Diem
Due:  Lawrence, chapters 5-6; McMahon, chapter 4
Discussion:  Did Eisenhower act with “tragic irresponsibility”?  Why or why not?

Guest speaker:  TBA
Due:  McMahon, chapter 5
Kennedy and the Fall of Diem
Due:  Quiz #1 (Lawrence and map)
Discussion:  Would Kennedy have withdrawn from Vietnam if he had lived?



Johnson and “Americanization”
Due:  McMahon, chapter 6; begin Caputo, Rumor of War 
Discussion:  1) What was the main reason Johnson chose to escalate the war in 1965?  2) Were there plausible alternatives that he could and should have pursued?

Video:  Two Days in October (1967) 
Due:  Continue Caputo, Rumor of War

Men at War:  Class and Casualties
Due:  Continue Caputo, Rumor of War; “The Vietnam Memorial” (Blackboard)
Discussion:  How and why was it a working-class war?
Men at War:  The African-American Experience
Due:  Terry, Bloods (introduction, Edwards, Bryant, Kirkland, Biggers, Howard, Huff, Norman, Anderson, Daniels, Woodley, Brown) – REPLACE WITH EXCERPTS; McMahon, chapter 7
Discussion:  1) How and why was the experience of black soldiers often different from the experience of white soldiers?  2) What incident most affected you?  Why?

Men at War:  Tactics on Trial
Due:  Essay (Caputo)
Discussion:  1) Why did the U.S. choose the tactics that it did?  2) What were the consequences (intended and otherwise) of the tactics selected?  3) What passage in Caputo most affected you?

The Tet Offensive
Due:  McMahon, chapter 10
Discussion:  1) How was Tet the turning-point in the war?  2) Was Tet a defeat or a victory for the U.S.?  3) What was the role of the media?


Midterm
Vietnam and 1968 in America
Due:  Begin “Vietnam on Trial” prep (see handout) and Last Night I Dreamed of Peace
Discussion:  1) Why was 1968 a year of crisis in America?  2) What were the ramifications of the conservative triumph in 1968?


Video:  My Lai
Due:  Continue “Vietnam on Trial” prep (see handout) and Last Night I Dreamed of Peace
No Class (University Holiday)

Vietnam on Trial:  My Lai (I)
Due:  Quiz #2 (My Lai)
Discussion:  “Vietnam on Trial” (see handout)
Vietnam on Trial:  My Lai (II)
Due:  Continue Last Night I Dreamed of Peace; “A Quiet War Over the Past” (Blackboard) 
Discussion:  1) Who was “culpable” for what happened?  2) Was Calley a murderer or a scapegoat?  3) Was My Lai an aberration or symptom of the war?
Due (Fri am):  Statements and Verdicts

The Vietnamese at War
Due:  Last Night I Dreamed of Peace
Discussion:  1) How did the war affect the Vietnamese?  2) What entry from Tram’s diary most affected you?  Why?
The War at Home
Due:  McMahon, chapter 12; begin Van Devanter, Home Before Morning, 9-208
Discussion:  1) Why was the antiwar movement more unpopular than ever by 1971 even though most Americans now opposed the war?  2) What was the most significant impact of the antiwar movement?

 

Video:  Dear America:  Letters from Vietnam

Due:  Continue Van Devanter, Home Before Morning, 9-208
Nixon and “Vietnamization”
Due:  Lawrence, chapter 7; McMahon, chapter 8 (documents #7-8 and essay #2) and chapter 11
Discussion:  1) Was “Vietnamization” a sound strategy?  Why or why not?  2) What were Nixon’s aims?

Women at War
Due:  Van Devanter, Home Before Morning, 9-208; McMahon, chapter 15 (document #6)
Discussion:  1) How was the experience of American women different from that of American men?  2) What incident from Van Devanter’s life during the war most affected you?  Why?
The POW/MIA Experience and Controversy
Due:  BLOODS EXCERPTS (McDaniels and Cherry); Of Soldiers Lost (Blackboard); begin Van Devanter, Home Before Morning, 209-326
Discussion:  1) Why has the POW/MIA issue remained so controversial?  2) Was there a conspiracy to conceal the existence of POWs left behind in Indochina?  3) What incident from Bloods most affected you?  Why?

Coming Home
Due:  Van Devanter, Home Before Morning, 209-326; O’Brien, “Speaking of Courage” (Blackboard)
Discussion:  1) How and why were veterans mistreated after they returned home?  2) What post-war incidents from Van Devanter and O’Brien most affected you?  3) How and why were the experiences of male and female veterans both similar and different?
War and “Peace” in Vietnam
Due:  Lawrence, chapter 8; McMahon, chapter 13; “The South Vietnamese Retreat” and “We Clawed for Our Lives!” (Blackboard)
Discussion:  1) Were Nixon and Kissinger able to achieve “peace with honor” in Vietnam? 2) Why was North Vietnam able to win?




The Road to Reconciliation
Due:  “Good Morning, Vietnam”; “Clinton’s Tributes”; and “Agent Orange” (Blackboard)
Discussion:  1) What were the major obstacles? 2) How and why were they overcome?

Lessons and Legacies: The Vietnam War in Historical Perspective
Due:  McMahon, chapters 1 and 15 (except for documents #4-6)
Discussion:  1) What is the most important “lesson” of Vietnam?  2) Has the US learned the lesson?  Why or why not?  3) Was the war worth it?

History and Myth:  The Vietnam War in American Film
Due:  Quiz #3 (McMahon)
Discussion:  1) Do popular films accurately portray the Vietnam War?  2) Is it possible for films to present history accurately?
Course Conclusion:  Vietnam Today
Due:  “America Today” and “A Veteran’s Death” (Blackboard) 
Discussion: 1) What is the most difficult problem facing Vietnam today? 2) What is Vietnam’s future?
Review Sheet (Reading Quizzes)

Quiz #1:  The Vietnam War (Chapters 1-6) and map handout

Chronology:  Please know the relative order of these events.
1. The Ho-Sainteny Agreement leads the division of Vietnam.

2. Dien Bien Phu falls to the Vietminh.
3. The Tet Offensive takes place.

4. Congress passes the Tonkin Gulf Resolution.

5. The Geneva Accords propose an election to unify Vietnam.

6. Ngo Dinh Diem is assassinated.
Map:  Please know the following places.

Laos

Cambodia
Saigon

Dien Bien Phu

Hanoi

Haiphong
Khe Sanh
Hue

Danang

Phnom Penh
Matching:  Please know the following names, places, organizations, or events.
A. Franklin Roosevelt
B.   Harry Truman

C.  Dwight Eisenhower

D.  John Kennedy

E.  Lyndon Johnson

F.  Richard Nixon
G.  Phan Boi Chau

H.  Ho Chi Minh

I.  Indochinese Communist Party
J.  Le Duan


K.  Bao Dai


L.  Mao Zedong
M.  Nguyen Van Thieu
N.  Dien Bien Phu

O.  John Foster Dulles
P.  Geneva Accords

Q.  Tonkin Gulf Resolution
R.  Ho-Sainteny Agreement
S.  National Liberation Front
T.  Vietcong


U.  Viet Minh
V.  Robert McNamara

W.  Dean Rusk

X.  Henry Cabot Lodge
Y.  Ngo Dinh Nhu

Z. Ngo Dinh Diem 

AA.  Vo Nguyen Giap
BB.  William Westmoreland
CC.  Creighton Abrams
DD.  Edward Lansdale
EE.  Da Nang


FF.  Hue


GG.  Ap Bac
HH.  Tet Offensive

II.   Agent Orange

JJ.  Walter Cronkite
KK.  Rolling Thunder

LL. Phoenix Program

MM.  Strategic Hamlets Program
NN.  ARVN


OO. NVA


PP.  SEATO

Quiz #2:  My Lai (Olson and Roberts)
Matching:  The following are names, places, terms, and events that you should know.

A.  William Westmoreland
B.  William Calley

C.  William Peers

D.   Lyndon Johnson

E.   Richard Nixon

F.   John Kennedy

G.   Paul Meadlo

H.  Varnado Simpson

I.    Hugh Thompson Jr.

J.     South Vietnam

K.  North Vietnam

L.   Cambodia

M.   Ronald Haeberle

N.  Ronald Ridenhour

O.   Ernest Medina

P.    Liberals


Q.  Conservatives

R.   Radicals

S.    Vietnam War

T.   World War I

U.   World War II

Quiz #3:  Major Problems Review Sheet
Professor Flamm
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Please know the authors of these sentences from the historical essays in Major Problems.

1. “But America’s political goals in South Vietnam were appropriately incidental and subordinate to America’s goals in Southeast Asian power politics, which in turn were incidental and subordinate to America’s global strategy in the third world war.”
2. “Indochina became crucial to Truman administration planners by the late 1940s because of a perceived relationship between stability in Southeast Asia and economic recovery in Western Europe and Japan.”
3. “Taking an approach that is both global and national, I argue that the transformation of American thinking about Vietnam occurred as part of a grand, transnational debate about Vietnam in particular and the fate of colonial territories in general following the Second World War.”
4. “Eisenhower’s accomplishments in Vietnam were negative:  no war, but no peace.  It was a record of nonsolution and ever-narrowing options.”
5. “In short, Diem was a modern nationalist, rather than a traditional mandarin, and it was his determination to push ahead with his own nation-building agenda that was a major source of the tension in U.S.-Vietnamese relations.”

6. “Johnson did not reach his decision casually to fight a land war in Asia…. But the conviction that a Communist victory would have worldwide repercussions for America’s national security, especially in Southeast Asia, and would provoke a right-wing reaction in the United States that would wreck Johnson’s administration overwhelmed his doubts.”
7. “The Vietnamese communists, North and South, were willing to pay that price.  No alternative strategy, however clever, could have changed these fundamental facts of the matter.”
8. “In short, the U.S. Army’s concept of how to fight and win precluded the development of a successful counterinsurgency doctrine in South Vietnam.”
9. “The myth of an ignorant, psychotic, drug-crazed and murderous military has served as a convenient explanation for defeat.  As hard as it might be to accept, good American soldiers got beaten in Vietnam.”
10.  “It is past time to recognize that, whatever the errors committed in Washington or Saigon, the communist victory in Vietnam was a stunning achievement and a testimony to the strategic and tactic genius of the war planners of the Hanoi regime as well as to the patience and self-sacrifice of millions of their followers throughout the country.”
11.  “The NLF was neither a puppet of Hanoi nor an autonomous organization.  Its origins, development, and actions were a part of an evolving revolutionary process that shifted dramatically after the Communists’ victory over the French in 1954.”
12.  “Had Nixon surrendered the principle of mutual withdrawal in 1969 instead of in 1972, the North Vietnamese might have compromised on political issues, and the war could have been brought to a much speedier end, with the concomitant saving of hundreds of thousands of Asian and American lives.”
13.  “[Bunker, Abrams, and Colby] went about that task with sincerity, intelligence, decency, and absolute professionalism, and in the process came very close to achieving the elusive goal of a viable nation and a lasting peace …”
14.  “Contrary to the great weight of common knowledge, the Vietnam antiwar movement at its radical height was counterproductive in limiting U.S. military operations in Southeast Asia.”
15.  “The direct relationship between the movement and antiwar opinion in the United States is more difficult to establish…. But there is little doubt that arguments presented by antiwar spokespersons … played some role in the development of public opinion.”
16.  “[This essay] argues that it was primarily China’s insensitivity to the needs of the DRV and Mao’s sense of superiority and arrogance that contributed to the breakdown of the Sino-DRV friendship.”
17.  “The divisions over Vietnam were so wide and the lessons learned so contested that the Vietnam War endures as the emblematic episode of contemporary U.S. foreign policy.”
Essay Guide
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ESSAY:  Please read the question carefully and follow the guidelines closely.  See or contact me if you need assistance.

“By the end of his tour of duty, Caputo has a better understanding of both himself and the war.”  Do you agree or disagree?  Why?  Please support general assertions with specific incidents from Rumor of War.

Guidelines:

1.  The essay is due on _____ (see syllabus).


2.  Prepare an essay of 750-1000 words (three to four double-spaced pages with standard one-inch margins).  The essay is ___ percent (see syllabus) of your final grade.


3.  Employ the following structure:  In the first paragraph, provide context, introduce the book, and state the thesis, which should answer the question clearly and directly IN YOUR OWN WORDS.  In the following paragraphs, develop and defend the thesis with appropriate topic sentences and relevant supporting evidence.  Offer a balanced argument that considers alternative viewpoints.  In the final paragraph, restate the thesis (in modified form) and assess the value of the book.  What perspective does it provide?  How does it add to our knowledge and understanding of the period?


4.  Use parenthetical citations (e.g. Caputo, p. 159) for all direct quotations or factual information that is not general knowledge.  On the first page, include your name, History ___, my name, and the date.  Number all subsequent pages.


5.  Cite appropriately.  Plagiarism, whether intentional or not, will lead to an “F” for the assignment and a report to the dean of academic affairs, with additional penalties possible.  See the OWU Catalog for guidance.  All written work is reviewed electronically via SafeAssign (Blackboard).


6.  Edit carefully.  Style counts.  I will penalize sloppy papers harshly.  Consult “Style Matters” for tips on how to compose better prose.


7.  Act punctually.  Deadlines matter.  I will penalize late papers harshly.  I will grant extensions only in advance.

Mid-Term Review Sheet
Professor Flamm
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The exam will take place on _________ (see syllabus) at the usual time in the usual place with the usual suspects.  I will supply the bluebooks.  It is worth ___ percent of your final grade (see syllabus).  Please note that students who do not explain their absence in advance or provide a legitimate medical excuse will not receive a make-up exam.  The exam is divided as follows:

PART I:  
Identification (20 minutes):

This section will consist of six to eight names, terms, or events taken from the lectures.  Choose THREE and for each write a substantial paragraph identifying the name or term (who, what, where, when) AND explaining why it was important.  Please review “Exam Examples” in The History Handbook for guidance.

PART II:
Analysis (20 minutes):

This section will consist of excerpts taken from THREE primary sources discussed in class.  Select ONE and write a short essay.  In the first paragraph, provide historical background or context – do not mention the source.  In the second paragraph, identify the author and explain his or her motives.  In the following paragraph (s), analyze the argument the entire source presents – not merely the excerpt provided.  In the final paragraph (s), assess the significance of the source then and now.  Please review the “Exam Examples” document on Blackboard for guidance and see also the PowerPoint with text slides.
PART III:
Chronology (20 minutes):

This section will consist of TWO “clusters” of events taken from the lectures.  In a brief essay (five paragraphs), discuss ONE.  Place the events in chronological order AND explain their causal relationship.  Please review “Exam Examples” in The History Handbook for guidance.
Final Exam Review Sheet

Professor Flamm
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The exam will take place on ________ (see syllabus) in the usual place with the usual suspects.  Part IV is worth 50 percent of the final exam, which is worth ___ percent of your final grade (see syllabus).  I expect the exam to last one hour, but you will have two hours if you wish.  I will supply the bluebooks.  Please note that students who do not explain their absence in advance or provide a legitimate medical excuse will not receive a make-up exam.  The exam is divided as follows:

PART I:
Identification (20 minutes):

This section will consist of six to eight names, terms, or events taken from the lectures SINCE THE MID-TERM.  Choose THREE and for each write a substantial paragraph identifying the name or term (who, what, where, when) AND explaining why it was important.  Please review “Exam Examples” in The History Handbook for guidance.
PART II:
Analysis (20 minutes):


This section will consist of excerpts taken from TWO primary sources discussed in class SINCE THE MIDTERM.  Select ONE and write a short essay.  In the first paragraph, provide historical background or context – do not mention the source.  In the second paragraph, identify the author and explain his or her motives.  In the following paragraph (s), analyze the argument the entire source presents – not merely the excerpt provided.  In the final paragraph (s), assess the significance of the source then and now.  Please review the “Exam Examples” document on Blackboard for guidance and see also the PowerPoint with text slides.


PART III:
Chronology (20 minutes):

This section will consist of TWO “clusters” of events taken from the lectures SINCE THE MIDTERM.  In a brief essay (five paragraphs), discuss ONE.  Place the events in chronological order AND explain their causal relationship.  Please review “Exam Examples” in The History Handbook for guidance.

PART IV:
Take-Home Essay (due via Blackboard by the start of the exam)

Please answer the following question with a well-organized and well-balanced essay of 1000 to 1250 words which includes specific information (properly cited) from the appropriate sources and lectures.


“The similarities between the physical, emotional, and psychological experiences of Dang Thuy Tram and Lynda Van Devanter outweigh the differences.”  Do you agree or disagree?  Why?  Please make an argument that considers the significance of gender, nationality, family, and profession.  Do not try to summarize both women’s entire lives – build a balanced argument based on relevant information from both books.
For current office hours, please go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.supersaas.com/schedule/flamm/appointments" �www.supersaas.com/schedule/flamm/appointments�





Week One:  August 25-29





Week Two:  September 1-5





Week Three:  September 8-12





Week Four:  September 15-19





Week Five:  September 22-26





Week Six:  September 29-October 3





Week Seven:  October 6-10





Week Eight:  October 13-17





Week Nine:  October 20-24





Week Ten:  October 27-31





Week Eleven:  November 3-7 





Week Twelve:  November 10-14





Week Thirteen:  November 17-21





Week Fourteen:  November 24-28 (University Holiday)


HoHoliday)





Week Fifteen:  December 1-5 





Week Sixteen:  December 8-12
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