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 Edward Thomson 1842-1860  
 Frederick Merrick 1860-1873 
 Charles H. Payne 1876-1888 
 James W. Bashford 1889-1904 
 Herbert Welch 1905-1916 
	 John	W.	Hoffman	 1916-1928	
 Edmund D. Soper 1928-1938 
 Herbert J. Burgstahler 1939-1947 
	 Arthur	S.	Flemming	ʼ27	 1948-53,	1957-58	
 David A. Lockmiller 1959-1961 
	 Elden	T.	Smith	ʼ32	 1962-1968	
	 Thomas	E.	Wenzlau	ʼ50	 1969-1984	
 David L. Warren 1984-1993 
 Thomas B. Courtice 1994-2004 
 Mark W. Huddleston 2004-2007 
 Rock Jones 2008-2023 
 Matthew P. vandenBerg 2023- 

Acting and Interim Presidents have included Lorenzo D. McCabe 
(1873-76); William F. Whitlock (1888-89); Edward L. Rice (1938-39); 
Clarence	E.	Ficken	(1947-48,	1953-55);	Frank	J.	Prout	(1955-57);	George	
W. Burns (1958-59); Robert Lisensky (1968-69); William C. Louthan 

(1993-94); and David O. Robbins (2007-08).
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Nick Calio ’75
Chair, Ohio Wesleyan University Board of Trustees

PR ESIDI NG

AC A DEMIC PROCESSIONA L

Gloria 
By Paul Bassler

Performed by the Choral Arts Society
Conducted by Jason A. Hiester, D.M.A., Associate Professor of Music   

CON V ENING OF T HE EV EN T

IN VOC AT ION
(Please stand if able)

Myron McCoy ʼ77, D.Min.
Other Conferences of the United Methodist Church,  

Ohio Wesleyan University Board of Trustees

W EL COME
Kara Trott ʼ83

Vice Chair, Ohio Wesleyan University Board of Trustees
Chair of the Presidential Search Committee



GR EE T INGS A ND R EFL EC T IONS

S TA FF 
Karlyn Crowley, Ph.D.

Provost

FACU LT Y
Phokeng Motsoasele Dailey, Ph.D.

The Warren C. Fairbanks Associate Professor of Communication,  
Department Chair

S T U DEN T G OV ER NMEN T
Justice Clark ʼ24

President, Wesleyan Council on Student Affairs

Giorgi Bediashvili ʼ25
Vice President, Wesleyan Council on Student Affairs

A LUM N I A SSOCI AT ION R EPR ESEN TAT I V E
Madison Miller ʼ22

Miss Ohio 2024

FROM T HE COM MU N I T Y
Jeff Benton

Commissioner, Delaware County

Carolyn Kay Riggle
Mayor, City of Delaware 

Video Greetings
Mike DeWine

Governor, State of Ohio



INSTA L L AT ION 

PR ESEN TAT ION OF MEDA L L ION
Nick Calio ʼ75

Chair, Ohio Wesleyan University Board of Trustees
Assisted	by	President	vandenBerg’s	wife,	Melissa,	and	their	children,	

Jackson and Sylvia vandenBerg

I N T RODUC T ION OF T HE PR ESIDEN T
Andrew D. Pomerville, D.Min.

President, Louisville Presbyterian Theological Seminary 

I NAUGU R A L A DDR ESS
Matthew P. vandenBerg, Ed.D., CFRE

President, Ohio Wesleyan University

BEN EDIC T ION
Chad Johns ʼ02, D.Min.

University Chaplain, Director of Spring Break Service Week

A L M A M AT ER
(Please stand if able. Words are on the back cover.)

AC A DEMIC R ECESSIONA L
(Audience, please remain quietly seated until the conclusion of the recessional. 

Ushers will dismiss you by row).

Toccata
By Charles Marie-Widor

Performed by James Hildreth, Instructor of Organ

Immediately following the Inauguration Ceremony,
 everyone is invited to the Inaugural Luncheon Celebration on the JAYwalk,

 in front of Hamilton-Williams Campus Center. 



A BOU T PR ESIDEN T VA NDENBERG

Ohio	Wesleyan	University’s	17th	president,	Matt	vandenBerg,	Ed.D.,	CFRE,	
took	office	July	1,	2023,	with	a	determination	to	“build	mightily	on	OWU’s	
rich	history	and	pursue	unprecedented	heights	with	confidence,	boldness,	

innovation,	joy,	vigor,	and	good	humor.”

vandenBerg came to Ohio Wesleyan from Presbyterian College in South 
Carolina,	where	he	helped	the	liberal	arts	school	define	and	distinguish	itself	

in the higher education landscape. His many achievements there included:

• Leading the college through an intensive and inclusive process to 
identify	a	distinctive	new	market	position	as	“America’s	Innovative	

Service	College”	and	launching	a	strategic	plan,	with	unanimous	Board	
of	Trustees’	approval,	to	support	the	position.

•	Establishing	a	flex	plan	that	provides	a	pathway	for	students	to	
graduate	with	a	bachelor’s	degree	in	select	majors	in	three	years;	
building	a	new	Division	of	Justice,	Equity,	Diversity,	and	Inclusion,	

including an endowed vice presidency.

• Creating partnerships with an area technical school and high school to 
create	South	Carolina’s	first	2+2	bachelor’s	degree	in	education.

• Building partnerships with the community to drive economic 
development,	cultural	enrichment,	and	student	engagement.



• Leading the most productive fundraising year in the college’s history 
(from	$9.9	million	to	$18.3	million)	in	his	first	full	fiscal	year.

• Securing the largest individual gift in the college’s history ($5 million) 
and	several	other	seven-figure	commitments.

Before	joining	Presbyterian,	he	served	as	the	vice	president	for	
advancement	and	external	relations	and	as	the	vice	president	for	
advancement	at	Alma	College	in	Michigan,	where	he	designed	and	

managed a campaign that raised a record $125 million on an initial goal of 
$40	million,	led	the	five	most	productive	fundraising	years	in	the	college’s	
history,	and	received	14	awards	from	the	Council	for	Advancement	and	

Support of Education (CASE) in four years. He also has served as the 
associate vice president for development at Albion College in Michigan and 
as the assistant dean for development and alumni relations at the Indiana 

University School of Informatics and Computing (Bloomington and 
Indianapolis campuses).

vandenBerg holds a Doctor of Education (Ed.D.) in higher education 
management	from	the	University	of	Pennsylvania,	a	Master	of	Public	
Affairs	with	concentrations	in	nonprofit	management	and	public	policy	

analysis from the Indiana University School of Public and Environmental 
Affairs,	and	a	Bachelor	of	Arts	with	a	political	science	major	and	Spanish	
minor	from	Alma	College	in	Michigan,	where	he	graduated	summa	cum	

laude and Phi Beta Kappa.

He	also	holds	a	Certificate	in	the	Principles	and	Techniques	of	Fundraising	
from Indiana University’s Lilly Family School of Philanthropy and is a 
Certified	Fund	Raising	Executive	(CFRE).	In	2020-2021,	he	was	selected	
as	one	of	35	cabinet	officers	from	across	the	country	to	participate	in	the	

American	Academic	Leadership	Institute’s	Executive	Leadership	Academy,	
a yearlong senior leadership development program. vandenBerg also holds 
certificates	for	completing	both	Harvard	University’s	Seminar	for	New	

Presidents and Peking University’s Higher Education in China program.

Matt	vandenBerg	and	his	wife,	Melissa,	have	a	son,	Jackson,	 
and	a	daughter,	Sylvia.



T HE U NI V ER SI T Y  
SE A L OF OFFICE A ND  
OR IGINA L H A NDBEL L

The	Seal	of	Office,	worn	by	President	vandenBerg,	was	designed	by	Mr.	Reveley	
G.	Beattie,	a	former	trustee	and	a	member	of	the	jewelry	firm	that	made	it,	
H.W.	Beattie	&	Sons	of	Cleveland.	The	Seal	of	Office	was	designed	for	the	

1959 Inauguration of OWU President David Lockmiller. The seal symbolizes 
administrative	responsibility	and	is	suspended	from	a	chain,	the	links	of	which	
are	copied	from	a	chain-mail	surplice.	A	laurel	wreath,	ancient	symbol	of	a	
chief	executive,	surrounds	the	replica	of	the	official	seal	of	the	University,	and	
is	quartered	by	keystrokes	representing	the	broad	divisions	of	a	liberal	arts	

education.	Two	medallions	are	set	in	the	chain	above	the	presidential	seal,	one	
of	which	carries	a	replica	of	the	tower	of	University	Hall,	surrounded	by	the	
motto:	“Christ	the	Chief	Cornerstone.”	The	other	seal	is	a	reproduction	of	the	

globe	with	the	inscription:	“Serving	All	Mankind	Worldwide.”

Reveley	Beattie	was	a	member	of	the	Ohio	Wesleyan	Class	of	1918,	and	fought	
in	World	War	I.	Reveley	and	his	wife,	Lucile	Bolles	Beattie,	Class	of	1919,	had	
three	daughters,	who	all	attended	Ohio	Wesleyan:	Gertrude	Beattie	Mayne	 4̓7,	

Gretchen	Beattie	Swartwout	 4̓9,	and	Beth	Beattie	Brumback	ʼ52.

The	University	Handbell	first	was	used	in	1842	to	call	classes	to	order.	It	
was	presented	to	the	University	in	1941	by	Nicolas	Jones,	the	grandson	of	
the	original	owner,	on	the	100th	anniversary	of	Founder’s	Day.	It	is	used	to	

conclude the University’s Commencement ceremonies and as part of the 
opening Convocation in August. 



T HE AC A DEMIC PROCESSION

The Faculty marshal for today’s Academic Procession is Brad Trees, Ph.D., 
Richardson-Linebaugh & Libuse L. Reed Professor of Physics & Astronomy

NOT ES ON AC A DEMIC DR ESS

The history of academic dress dates back to the earliest days of our oldest 
universities.	A	statute	of	1321	required	all	“Doctors,	Licentiates,	and	Bachelors”	of	
the	University	of	Coimbra	to	wear	gowns.	In	England,	during	the	second	half	of	
the	14th	century,	the	statutes	of	certain	colleges	forbade	“excess	in	apparel”	and	
prescribed	the	wearing	of	a	long	gown.	It	is	still	a	question	whether	academic	dress	
finds	its	sources	chiefly	in	ecclesiastical	or	civilian	dress.	Gowns	may	have	been	
considered necessary for warmth in the unheated buildings used by medieval 

scholars. Hoods may have served to cover the tonsured head until superseded for 
that purpose by the skull cap. The cap was displaced by a headdress similar to  

ones	now	recognized	as	“academic.”

European	institutions	continue	to	show	great	diversity	in	their	specifications	of	
academic	dress.	However,	when	American	colleges	and	universities	desired	to	

adopt	a	system	of	academic	apparel	more	than	half	a	century	ago,	they	worked	out	
a	system	that	all	might	follow.	The	code	for	academic	costumes	now	in	effect	was	
approved by the Committee on Academic Costumes and Ceremonies appointed  

by the American Council on Education in 1959. The following information  
was taken from that Code.

G OW NS

The gown for the bachelor’s degrees has pointed sleeves and is worn closed. The 
gown	for	the	master’s	degree	has	an	oblong	sleeve,	open	at	the	wrist,	with	the	

sleeve base hanging down in the traditional manner. The rear part of the sleeve’s 
oblong	shape	is	square	cut	and	the	front	part	has	an	arc	cut	away.	It	may	be	worn	
open	or	closed.	Bachelor’s	and	master’s	gowns	have	no	trimming,	but	the	doctor’s	
may be faced on the front with black or covered velvet and with three bars of the 
same	across	the	sleeves.	If	color	is	used,	it	is	the	color	distinctive	of	the	subject	to	
which	the	degree	pertains,	and	it	matches	the	edging	or	binding	of	the	hood.	For	
all	academic	purposes,	including	trimming	of	doctors’	gowns,	edging	of	hoods,	and	

tassels	of	caps,	the	colors	associated	with	different	subjects	are	as	follows:



 Agriculture-Maize Veterinary Science-Gray 
	 Arts,	Letters,	Humanities-White	 Library	Science-Lemon	
	 Commerce,	Accountancy,	Business-Drab	 Medicine-Green	
 Dentistry-Lilac Music-Pink 
 Economics-Copper Nursing-Apricot 
 Education-Light Blue Oratory (Speech)-Silver Gray 
 Engineering-Orange Pharmacy-Olive Green 
 Fine Arts-Brown Philosophy-Dark Blue 
 Forestry-Russet Physical Education-Sage Green 
 Journalism-Crimson Public Administration-Peacock Blue 
 Law-Purple  Public Health-Salmon Pink 
 Social Work-Citron Science-Golden Yellow 
 Theology-Scarlet

HOODS
Hoods	are	lined	with	the	official	color	or	color	of	the	college	or	university	

conferring the degree. The binding or edging of the hood is a color distinctive 
of	the	subject	to	which	the	degree	pertains.	

C A PS
Mortarboards are generally worn as part of the academic costume. The long 
tassel fastened to the middle point of the cap’s top is either black or the color 
appropriate	to	the	subject.	It	is	customary	for	degree	candidates	to	wear	the	

tassel on the right side before degrees are conferred and to shift them to the left 
when the degrees are awarded. The custom is in some respects a substitute for 

the individual hooding. 



A BOU T OHIO W ESL EYA N U NI V ER SI T Y

Ohio Wesleyan University was established with community support 
in	1842,	when	the	Rev.	Adam	Poe,	pastor	of	Delaware’s	William	Street	

Church,	encouraged	the	citizens	of	Delaware	to	raise	funds	to	purchase	a	
building	and	establish	a	university	“of	the	highest	order”	in	central	Ohio.

Ohio	Wesleyan’s	charter	provides	that	“the	University	is	forever	to	be	
conducted	on	the	most	liberal	principles,	accessible	to	all	religious	

denominations,	and	designed	for	the	benefit	of	our	citizens	in	general.”	Its	
motto,	“In	lumine	tuo	videbimus	lumen,”	proudly	proclaims,	“In	thy	light	

we	shall	see	light.”

In	the	spirit	of	this	heritage,	the	Ohio	Wesleyan	community	of	teachers	and	
students is devoted to the free pursuit of truth. The University develops in 
its	students	qualities	of	intellect	and	character	that	will	be	useful	no	matter	

what they choose to do in later life.

Today,	Ohio	Wesleyan	provides	powerful	21st-century	learning	and	
teaching	through	a	new	general	education	program,	enhanced	academic	
programs,	a	dynamic	faculty	recruitment	and	retention	initiative,	and	an	
innovative and holistic commitment to student formation and learning. 
The	University’s	signature	program,	the	OWU	Connection,	helps	propel	
students	into	successful	futures	by	teaching	them	to	think	big,	do	good,	go	

global,	and	get	real	experience	in	areas	of	interest.

Ohio	Wesleyan	confers	Bachelor	of	Arts,	Bachelor	of	Fine	Arts,	and	
Bachelor	of	Science	degrees,	and	in	partnership	with	a	number	of	select	
institutions,	offers	combined-degree	programs	in	fields	such	as	nursing,	
engineering,	and	occupational	therapy.	Degrees	are	offered	through	19	

academic	departments,	70	majors,	and	11	interdisciplinary	and	 
pre-professional programs.



OHIO W ESL EYA N U NI V ER SI T Y 
BOA R D OF T RUST EES

2023-2024
OFFICERS OF THE BOARD 

Nick	Calio	’75,	Chair 
Kara	Trott	’83,	Vice Chair 

TRUSTEES AT LARGE
Rick Doody ’80

Jason Downey ’02
Peter Eastwood ’91
Aaron Granger ’93

Edward Haddock ’69
Joseph Lash ’85

Martha Nunn Lewis ’83
Vikram Malhotra ’87
Racquel	Mason	P’23

Michael McCluggage ’69
John Milligan ’83

Kathryn Bradford Milligan ’83
Vidya	Nagarajan

Cynthia Carran O’Neill ’81
Thomas Palmer ’69

Deakins Rushton ’84
Thomas Simons ’88
Kenneth Sternad ’77

Hamburg Tang

TRUSTEES FROM THE ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 
Lori Evans Bernstein ’92
Kate Raulin Carney ’12

Gargi Chaudhuri ’01
Gregory Dyson ’80

Andrea Carr Hedrick ’86
Michelle Mulkern Kilkenney ’99

Jerilyn Bushong Mapes ’87
Bridget Donnell Newton ’80

Ellen Simpson ’77
Deydre Smyth Teyhen ’93



LIFE TRUSTEES
William Blaine ’89H

Jean Fitzwater Bussell ’69
George Conrades ’61

Patricia Belt Conrades ’63
Evan Corns ’59

Douglas Dittrick ’55
Andres Duarte ’65

Maribeth Amrhein Eiken ’55
Lloyd Ferguson ’62
Robert Gillespie ’66

Carol Hilkirk Latham ’61
Michael Long ’66

Kevin McGinty ’70
Jack McKinnie ’54

Carleton P. Palmer III ’64
Kathleen Law Rhinesmith ’64

Helen Crider Smith ’56
Katherine Boles Smith ’71

James Timmons ’61
Thomas Tritton ’69

GRADUATING CLASS TRUSTEES 
Jose Matute ’21
Clay Sturts ’23

Mallorie Watts ’22

EAST OHIO CONFERENCE OF  
THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH TRUSTEE

Robert Hickson ’78

WEST OHIO CONFERENCE OF  
THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH TRUSTEE

C. Paul Palmer IV ’96

OTHER CONFERENCES OF  
THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH TRUSTEE

Myron F. McCoy ’77



EX-OFFICIO TRUSTEES
Tracy Malone 

Gregory Palmer
Matthew vandenBerg

OHIO W ESL EYA N A LUMNI A SSOCI AT ION  
A LUMNI BOA R D OF DIR EC TOR S

OFFICERS OF THE ALUMNI BOARD
Keith	Rozanski	’99,	President

Denise	Sabo	Brenner	’00,	Vice President

Nisha Achieng ’22
Jennifer Magro Algarotti ’00

Matthew	Bixler	’78
Mitchell Briant ’07
Ali Chaudhry ’04

Zibbi Palmer Cunningham ’99
Victoria Joshua Gresh ’88

Sean Harris ’97
September Howat ’00

Michael Jordan ’00
Sarah Kieta Kirwen ’06
Katherine Konopka ’21

Julie MacMillan ’88
Justin McCoy ’07

Victor Misiewicz ’82
Andrea Richards Moore ’82

Memme Onwudiwe ’15
Michael Pattison ’04

Anthony M. Peddle ’14
Shelli Reeves ’16

Carrie Lippert Reinhardt ’94
Diana Poos Roach ’72

Paida Saburi ’02
Drew Thawley ’97

Julie Clemo Tutkovics ’92
Wyatt Wells ’23

Gordon Witkin ’77
Shondra E. Wygal ’94

PR ESIDEN T ’S C A BINE T 

Mike	Bruce,	Interim Vice President for Finance and Administration 
Dawn	Chisebe,	Chief Diversity Officer

Karlyn	Crowley,	Provost 
Natalie	Milburn	Doan	’03,	Vice President for University Advancement

Will	Kopp,	Chief Communications Officer 
Adam	Smith,	Vice President for Enrollment 

Dwayne	Todd,	Vice President for Student Engagement and Success
Doug	Zipp,	Director of Athletics 



PR ESIDEN T I A L SE A RCH COMMI T T EE

Kara	Trott	’83	(chair),	Board of Trustees Vice Chair
Nick	Calio	’75,	Board of Trustees Chair
Peter	Eastwood	’91,	At-Large Trustee
Aaron	Granger	’93,	At-Large Trustee

Michelle	Mulkern	Kilkenny	’99,	Alumni Trustee
Myron	McCoy	’77,	Other Conferences of The United Methodist Church

John	Milligan	’83,	At-Large Trustee
 

Karlyn	Crowley,	Provost
Natalie	Milburn	Doan	’03,	Vice President for University Advancement

Amy	Downing,	Alumni Professor of Biological Sciences
Erin	Flynn,	Acting Chair of Philosophy

Glenda	Yael	Nieto-Cuebas,	George and Louise Peters Associate Professor of 
World Languages and Cultures

Cole	Hatcher,	Director of Media & Community Relations
Sophie Gipson ’24 
Cole Peterson ’23

 

INAUGU R AT ION PL A NNING COMMI T T EE

Katie	Webster	(chair),	Director of Alumni & Family Engagement
Carrie	Abahazi,	Executive Assistant to the President 

Justice	Clark	ʼ24,	President of Ohio Wesleyan Council of Student Affairs
Phokeng	Motsoasele	Dailey,	The Warren C. Fairbanks  
Associate Professor of Communication, Department Chair

Dina	Daltorio,	Director of Student Involvement
Richard	Edwards,	Professor of Music

Danielle	Hamill,	Professor of Biological Sciences 
Ellie	Harshbarger	ʼ24,	Presidential Inauguration Intern
Cole	Hatcher,	Director of Media & Community Relations
Kristin	Henning	ʼ15,	Associate Director of Admission 



Newton	Kimberly	ʼ13,	Career Catalyst, Careers with Social Impact
Ericka	Kurtz,	Director of Advancement Communications

Stacey	Lobdell,	Head Women’s Basketball Coach
Maureen	Feeney	Reese,	Associate Director of Donor Relations

Sara	Stuntz,	Creative Lead

CHOR A L A RT S SOCIE T Y

SOPRANO
Shannon Barr

Katie Davis
Kaya Ferrell

Emma Foster
Emerson Freas
Gray Hoggatt

Rachel Madore
Liz Railsback

Pariyachat Somyarach
Noelle Weaver

TENOR
Pedro Oliveira Figueiredo

Jacob Kennerson
Jack Miller

Michael Nimrick
Lucas Weaver
Austin Wood*

ALTO
Camryn Bahle
Abby Bennett

Sam Buc
Hannah Carpenter*

Emily Clausing
Anneliese Ingraham

Ashley Hayward
Ryleigh Jones
Javan Parker
Lucy Rankin

Judy Ray
Maja	Todorović

BASS
Jayson Dyer

Adrian	Enrique
Clint Johnson

Evan Large
Alex	Pope*

Tom Stevenson*

*Community member



HEL PFUL INFOR M AT ION FOR OU R 
INAUGU R AT ION GU EST S

On-campus	wifi	access	is	available	to	Inauguration	guests	using	
BishopGuest,	username:	wifiguest,	and	password:	welcome2owu.

Public	safety	officers	and	credentialed	event	staff	are	on	the	grounds	to	
answer	your	questions	and	assist	you	with	directions.	

Lost-and-found	inquiries	should	be	directed	to	any	public	safety	officer.	

Restrooms	are	located	on	the	ground	floor	of	University	Hall.	

If	Gray	Chapel	seating	is	at	capacity,	you	may	also	view	the	Inauguration	
simulcast	live	in	Milligan	Room	(Slocum	Hall,	1st	Floor)	and	 

Reading	Room	(Slocum	Hall,	2nd	Floor).	

Video of the ceremony also is being streamed to the Web and will be 
archived there to allow the OWU community to share this special day with 

those who are not able to attend. owu.edu/inauguration

In	observance	of	the	formality	of	this	occasion,	please	turn	off	all	cell	
phones or silence the ringers prior to the beginning of the ceremony.

For	our	guests	with	hearing	impairment	or	who	experience	attention/
concentration-related	barriers,	live	captions	of	the	Inauguration	ceremony	
will be viewable using any personal Internet-connected device (i.e. mobile 
phone,	tablet,	laptop)	accessible	at	owu.edu/inauguration-captions.





ALMA MATER 

Ohio Wesleyan! Sweetly and strong.

Rises our hymn of praise for thee alone;

Heaven	re-echoes	it,	loud	let	it	ring,

Ohio Wesleyan! Loyal hearts sing.

Ohio Wesleyan! Proud is thy crown.

Rarest of laurels e’er Vict’ry has known;

Noblest	achievements	have	hallowed	thy	name,

Ohio Wesleyan! Deathless thy fame.


