
MLA Citations Made Simple: A Student Guide
The use of MLA citations helps readers see how your sources support your statements and it encourages and ensures

academic honesty.

✏️ In-Text Citations (MLA)

The Basic Formula

(Author Page#)

Examples: 

(Smith 42)

If you mention the author in your sentence:

Smith argues that time management is a major

challenge for college students (42).
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🧭MLA citations have two main parts:
In-text citations (inside your paper)
Works Cited page (at the end)

👉 These two parts always work together.

Common In-Text Situations

No author? Use a shortened title:

(“Study Habits” 15)

Two authors:

(Lopez and Kim 76)

Three or more authors:

(Nguyen et al. 203)

Online source with no page numbers?

Use the author only: (Smith)

Or the title if no author is listed

EXAMPLE MLA Paragraph with In-Text Citations 

Use the QR code to make an appointment with the

Writing Center for additional help.



🧩 Core Elements of an MLA Citation

MLA uses a flexible system called core elements. 

Not every source will have all the elements, but you should attempt to find them all each time.

They should appear in this order:

             Author. Title of source. Title of container, Other contributors, Version, 

                        Number, Publisher, Publication date, Location.

Always review needed punctuation marks and stylistic requirements for each element in your citation.
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📚 The Works Cited Page Basic Rules:

Starts on a new page titled Works Cited.

Entries are alphabetized by author’s last name (or article title if no author), Double-spaced,

Hanging indent (second line and beyond indented).
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               Article from a Database or Website

Author. “Title of Article.” Title of Website or Journal, 

       Publisher, Date, URL.

                                      Example:

Garcia, Elena. “Why Feedback Matters.” College Writing

       Review, 12 Mar. 2022,  

       www.collegewritingreview.org/feedback.

               Common Examples

              Article from an Online Database

Lopez, Maria. “Study Skills for Success.” Journal of

          Student Learning, vol. 8, no. 2, 2020, pp. 45–60.

          JSTOR, www.jstor.org/stable/123456.

                                Book

Author. Title of Book. Publisher, Year.

                               Example: 

Smith, Jordan. Writing in College. Academic 

         Press, 2021.

                       Entire Web Page

The Purdue OWL Family of Sites. The Writing Lab and

            OWL at Purdue and Purdue U, 2008,

             owl.english.purdue.edu/owl.
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📖 SAMPLE WORKS CITED PAGE 

(LAST PAGE OF YOUR DOCUMENT)

FORMATTING BASICS

Start on a separate page

Alphabetized by what appears first in the entry

Do not Bold the title

Double spaced (do not include extra spaces between entries)

Use Hanging Indents (the second and all other subsequent lines should be indented for each entry)

All entries end with  a period. 

Visit the Purdue OWL website to clarify and confirm all citations. (https://owl.purdue.edu/index.html)

Use the QR code to make an appointment with the

Writing Center for additional help. 
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Sample MLA Paper (Page 1)

STUDENT NAME 

TITLE (DO NOT BOLD)

COURSE

PROFESSOR

DATE 

STUDENT LAST NAME PAGE NUMBER

INDENT NEW

PARAGRAPHS

DOUBLE SPACE

ENTIRE

DOCUMENT

NO EXTRA

SPACES

BETWEEN

PARAGRAPHS

GENERAL FORMATTING NOTES: 

FONT SIZE 12

ONE SPACE AFTER PERIODS

1" MARGINS ON ALL SIDES

IN UPPER RIGHT
MARGIN
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