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MLA vs. APA: Side-by-Side Citation Guide

In-Text Citation Comparison

Format Author + page # (no comma) | Author + year (comma)
Example (Smith 23) (Smith, 2020)
With Quote | (Smith 23) (Smith, 2020, p. 23)

Explanation: MLA focuses on page numbers because it is commonly used in the humanities, where
specific passages matter. APA emphasizes the publication year because it is used in the social
sciences, where the timeliness of research is important.
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